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Editorial

Knowledge is  Power

Leela Jose SCCG
Executive Editor
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In one of  those cold winter days I was sitting in a blue line bus bound to Central Delhi. 
The bus slowly came to a halt at a traffic signal. A Lancer overtook us to brake ahead. Seated 
on its back seat were two kids around 7 and 5 years. Clad in their checked uniforms they 
were being driven to a city school. As the car stopped two urchins cane running across the 
road to the car window. They were shabby and shockingly emaciated with their sunken eyes 
looking around. They held in their right hand a bunch of  orange kerchiefs. They were out to 
make a living with their ‘trade’ on the road. Other cars were being approached by more chil-
dren stretching their arms for alms. Yes, the reality is bleak. While some fortunate children 
go to school there is double number of  their unfortunate counterparts left on the streets!

This definitely is a contradiction in terms in a democratic country that pledges equal con-
stitutional rights and opportunities to every citizen. The best piece of  the cake goes to the 
rich and the poor have to satisfy with the crumbs. The famous top schools of  the country, 
even those of  the Catholic Church, cater to the children of  the rich. Numberless children 
from low class and low income groups spent their daytime in looking after their younger 
ones, selling things on the high way and trains and even working hard to earn a living, in a 
country that has passed the bill against child labour!!! 

It is encouraging to see that the Parliament of  India has enacted the Right to Education. 
India has become one of  135 countries to make education a fundamental right of  every 
child when the act came into force on 1 April 2010. It binds on State Governments to see 
that all children of  the age of  six to fourteen years get free and compulsory education. 

Purposeful and planned education enables persons to develop themselves as mature hu-
man beings capable of  contributing to the society. They can utilize available job opportuni-
ties and live with dignity and self  respect. They will be aware of  their rights and those of  
others as well. They can tap on their talents and become economically productive. They will 
be able to access power and political say. Good and open education can liberate our children 
from prejudices and unhealthy trends that keep people chicken hearted even in matters so 
personal like one’s faith. Education can teach them to respect all religions and give a better 
score to humanness and compassion. 

Joachim Theis says “A rights-based approach to development promotes justice, equality 
and freedom and tackles the power issues that lie at the root of  poverty and exploitation. To 
achieve this, a rights-based approach makes use of  standards, principles and methods of  hu-
man rights, social activism and of  development”. Such an approach conceives the provision 
of  education as an obligation to be fulfilled, rather than a service or act of  benevolence. 

When all the citizens have equal access to opportunities and resources, there is better 
interdependence and peaceful living. The rich in our country always knew to stratify human 
beings under many banners and systematically keep the poor suppressed negating education 
and information to them.  

 When education and consequently job opportunities open up to the lowest strata of  the 
society, people feel involved participants in the making of  the nation. The force of  hunger 
and poverty cannot be run down by the power of  arms. The RTE, if  executed with vision 
and passion can create better informed, motivated, self  reliant and happy Indians. And ‘In-
dia lives in her villages’.
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A Smart magazine
The magazine COMPANION 

is a real success. I am well pleased 
with it in terms of   content, qual-
ity and get up. Congratulations. I 
have already recommended it to 
my post graduate research stu-
dents who come from all over 
India. I am introducing it also 
to other people. I assure my full 
support to COMPANION. 

        Siga Arles PhD, Bangalore                                                                                                                                        
                    Director, Centre for 

  Contemporary Christianity &  
    Holistic Child Development 
                                                             
Paedophilia, a disease
COMPANION is in. I feel the 

article ‘Paedophiles in the Church’ 
by Allwyn Fernandes is well-
timed and beautifully presented. 
It is gradually dawning on every-
one that there is no cause and ef-
fect relationship between paedo-
philia and celibacy. Paedophilia is 
a disease, which sucks out self-
giving love from a relationship 
of  trust making it an empty void. 
Celibacy, as God’s gift, is offered 
to those who can live it with re-
sponsibility. It is heartening that 
the Church has begun to learn 
from the past mistakes. What is 
essential is to address the victims 
of  child sexual abuse as children 
of  God; and when this is done, 
we may well avoid knee-jerk reac-
tions like these: first, equating the 

outcry against child sexual abuse 
with anti-Semitism; and second, 
terming the call for women’s ordi-
nation a crime similar to that of  
child sexual abuse.

                        Fr. John Crasta
                                    Ranchi  

Companion excels
I read the magazine from the 

first page to the last with much 
interest. I found it very informa-
tive and thought provoking. The 
content has variety and is well 
presented. The very look of  the 
magazine is very attractive. I ap-
preciate very much the main story 
on ‘Women Empowerment’. It is 
high time that the Church and So-
ciety make use of  women power 

more creatively and in an involv-
ing manner. I wish all the best to 
COMPANION. 

           Sr. Alessandra Lamera 
                                   Wynad 

Raise issuses
I was browsing COMPANION. 

I liked the openness expressed by 
the Editorial Team. I found the 
topics dealt with, very useful. The 
Dalit issue deserves more atten-
tion. I would say that one area of  
continuous focus could be that of  
the rights of  the Dalits and tribals 
in India. Including the political es-
tablishment, all seem to take these 
people for a ride. They are seen 
as mere vote bank and never as a 
workforce or an integral part of  

rEadErS’   VoiCES READERS’  V oICES
   From the many reader responses we received, 
here are some representative comments from the dif-
ferent parts of  the country. We thank our readers for 
their enthusiastic response to ‘COMPANION’. Please 
feel free to send in your suggestions and opinions. 
We are constrained for space to include all the letters. 
Kindly excuse.     

Youth can challenge 
I am a young man 

doing my Masters in 
Bangalore. I happened 
to browse through your 
magazine. I was taken 
up by the column on 
Jesus Youth. I firmly 
believe that the renewal 
in the Church can come 
about not starting from 
the top. Youth have 
tremendous energy and 
if  they can envision 
a faith motivated life 
they will really be the 
leaven of  our country. 

Editor
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I congratulate the youth engaged in this 
great organization called Jesus Youth. 
What we in our young age miss is a 
secure anchor to hold on to. The article 
was an eye opener to me to understand 
how other young Christians like me find 
meaning in their life. 

                     Edwin Moses, Bangalore
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our nation’s culture. Moreover, the 
care of  the elderly also could be 
an interesting issue to be discussed 
in the Magazine. All the best and 
God bless you.

                    Sr. Sushmita Lakra               
                                    Calcutta

 Interesting content                                                                  
I appreciate the people behind 

the Magazine Companion. They 
have made the Magazine worth 
reading. I had a look at both the 
issues I received. I see good many 
articles of  my interest which are 
crafted meticulously. Issues like 
Paedophilia in the Church, Women 
Empowerment, Justice to Victims 
of  Kandhamal, Youth Activism, 
Participatory Church, Incultura-
tion etc. deserves to be considered 
with sincerity and openness. I find 
COMPANION is trying to do 
that. This will definitely be useful 
to laity who want to know and un-
derstand more about such issues. I 
wish all the best for the Magazine 
and look forward to receive the 
next issue.  

                            Alex Mathew,
              Oceanus Estates India,            
                                      Trichur    

 A Timely Initiative
COMPANION appears to be a 

good magazine with lot of  inno-
vative ideas and beautiful presen-
tation. I wish wider readership and 
let this new venture be a catalyst in 
the transformation of  the society. 
May it help in the establishment 
of  a society which is inaugurated 
by Our Lord Jesus Christ. The Au-
gust issue was particularly impor-
tant because it focused on women 
religious. 

Francis Thonippara CMI 
Dharmaram Vidyakshetram, 

Bangalore

Luminaries - need of the hour 
Congratulations for bringing in a 

lady in the Luminaries Column. In 

fact, I know Virginia for almost 
23 years. I have found that she 
always carries a fire in her heart. 
The vision she shares is not a po-
dium piece but a cause for which 
she has spent her whole life. 
There are times she may sound 
a bit too assertive and yet we 
need such voices in the Church 
as a clarion call to a participatory 
Church, especially of  women. 
I wish Smart COMPANION 
brings to us more Luminaries 
who can spread a little extra light 
on our faith journey. 

Frieda Lobo
Mumbai

Breath of fresh air
This is a “congratulations” to 

the Companion India magazine, 
and to let you know that you are 
doing a fine job. The articles in 
the magazine are great and very 
interesting and held my undivid-
ed attention throughout. What a 
breath of  fresh air to open Com-
panion India magazine and find 
an objective article about empow-
ering women. The proof  is in the 
pudding as the old saying goes 
– Companion India is a reality 
and it would not have been done 
without superb leadership.

                       Joseph Gathia
Journalist, Human rights activist

READERS’  V oICES

contact: companionindia@yahoo.com

SMart COMPaNION INDIa 
Kalpaka Bungalow Perumanoor P.O. 
thevara Jn. Kochi Kerala - 680 215, India.

Assert our rights  
Kandhamal continues to be a ‘fire’ in the 

heart of  every Christian in India. Who can re-
ally put out this fire is the basic question. And 
yet as John Dayal highlights there are many 
initiatives we need to take as a “Body” in 
order to get our Constitutional rights estab-
lished. We have the right to live as dignified 
human beings irrespective of  our personal 
faith. When will we start asserting this es-
pecially on the legislative level? I appreciate 
Advocate Mary Scaria for the courageous 

Send your Letters to:

Call & SMS  094476 79783/ 097452 15467
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statements she made 
in the column. Of  
course the children 
of  the world, like 
the district Collector 
of  Kandhamal, are 
wiser. We can learn 
a lesson or two from 
them even to handle 
our problems in 
Karnataka. Where is 
the whole machinery 
of  the Church in 
the face of  such at-
tacks? Where are the 
trained communica-
tors of  the Church 
during such crises? 
Certainly what we 
need is a more con-
certed action. 

Leon D’Silva
Mangalore
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VatiCaN trENdS

Two books released in this season 
have evoked much discussion 

among all concerned with Vatican. 

“ATTACK ON RATZINgER” - Ac-
cusations and scandals, prophe-
cies and plots about Pope Benedict 
XVI: Authored by Paolo Rodari and 
Andrea Tornielli. The book is a valu-
able and objective examination about 
the scandals wrecking the Church and 
the Pope’s image. The authors wrote 
it after interviewing the most qualified 
observers and the closest figures to 
the Pope within the Vatican Church. 
They argue that the Pontiff ’s reputa-
tion is under attack both from outside 
and from within. “Lobbies and forces” 
outside the church may have ideologi-
cal or financial motives; those inside 
are Liberal critics as well as the pope’s 
aides. The latter sometimes becomes 
his own worst PR enemies. The au-
thors highlight a complete lack of  sen-
sible public relation strategy.  

 
POPE BENEDICT XVI and the 
Sexual Abuse Crisis

 A groundbreaking, critically objec-
tive assessment of  the criticism facing 
the Pope as well as a review of  his real 
response to the victims, abusers, bish-
ops, media, and the millions of  Catho-
lics worldwide. The first and foremost 
objective of  this book is to expose the 
truth, no matter how difficult to face it. 
The authors let the pope’s record speak 
for itself. Ratzinger as the head of  the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of  the 
Faith and now as Pope, has played a 
historically pivotal and personal role in 
the Vatican’s response to the crisis. No 
one imagines that this painful situation 
will be resolved swiftly. Real progress 
has been made, yet much more re-
mains to be done.
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Books 
On Pope 

 The Holy Father Benedict XVI has convoked the Spe-
cial Assembly for the Middle East of  the Synod of  Bishops. 
It will be held at the Vatican from 10-24 October 2010. The 
topic is: “The Catholic Church in the Middle East: Commu-
nion and Witness”. The Pre-Synodal Council was made up of  
7 patriarchs, 2 presidents from Episcopal conferences and 4 
heads of  dicasteries of  the Roman Curia. The seven patriar-
chal churches are: Eastern Churches of  Alexandrea, Antiochea, 
Armenia, Chaldea, Byzantine and Latin Church of  Jerusalem. 
Ukranian Church with more than four million faithful is the 
largest Eastern Catholic Church and the Syro-Malabar Church 
is the second largest with more than 3 million faithful. The 
text of  the Lineamenta is published in 4 languages: Arabic, 
French, English and Italian. Each chapter of  the document is 
followed by questions, whose purpose is to generate discussion 
throughout the Church of  the Middle East. The responses to 
these questions form the basis for the work-document of  the 
Synod of  Bishops. The Special Assembly has a twofold goal: 

1. To confirm and strengthen Middle East Christians in their 
identity, through the Word of  God and the sacraments and to 
deepen ecclesial communion among the particular Church-
es for a joyful witness of  unity and love. Catholic Churches 
in the Middle East coexist with the Orthodox Churches and 
the Protestant communities. Hence, an ecumenical aspect 
is basic, if  Christian witness is to be genuine and credible. 

2. The synod will assess the social and the religious situ-
ation in the Middle East to give Christians a clear vision 
about the importance of  their presence in Muslim societ-
ies (Arab, Israeli, Turkish or Iranian). They have to iden-
tify their role and mission in this area which is marked 
by conflict, instability and political/social evolution.  

Synod on Middle East 
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ShEphErd’S  VoiCE

10 Questions
Born on 07.01.1949, ordained an SVD priest on 11.05.1979, completed MA in Mass Com from  Le-
icester, UK, and Dipl. in Printing & Publishing from London College of Printing, served as Provincial 
of SVD Central prov. twice, ordained bishop of Jabua on 25.03. 2002, is the 3rd bishop of Indore 
from 7.12. 2008. Presently, Chairman of the CBCI commission for S. Communications & NISCORT, 
Delhi. Contact: bishopchacko@gmail.com

Bp. Chacko Thottumarickal SVD 
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1. Do you think that the In-
dian church is prepared to 
face the challenges of  the 
day?  

Regarding the challenges spring-
ing in the social communication 
scenario, I would say, we need to 
do much more. In fact, the Church 
in India had already deliberated on 
these challenges in the plenary as-
sembly of  2004 with the theme, 
“Called to be a communicating 
Church.” Consequently a national 
pastoral plan was drawn up. Re-
gional and diocesan pastoral plans 
followed. We are in the midst of  
a communication revolution and 
we have tremendous opportunities 
open before us today. 
2. what is your greatest 
dream as the Head of  CBCI  
Communications office?  

My dream is to actualise the vi-
sion of  the CBCI, 2004 - to strive 
for a communicating Church. The 
level of  communication process ad 
intra and ad extra needs to be further 
enhanced.
3. Do you think there is suffi-
cient communication within 
the church in India? 

  As in any sphere of  human ac-
tivity, we need to look forward and 
say, we need to do more in Com-
munications. We need to take it seri-
ously because “Church is Commu-
nication”.  
4. How can you improve 
Church communications? 

What needed to better qualify our 
services is to create awareness re-
garding the possibilities. Along with 
awareness building, we also need 
to train people towards improved 
inter-personal communication and 
the use of  traditional and modern 
media.
5. Do you think that the 
Indian Church is ready 

to meet the challenges 
thrown by the various 
media? 

I do not feel that we are poised 
to tap the tremendous potential 
of  all the options we have today. 
While our presence in the Televi-
sion Channels and Radio is mini-
mal, it is negligible even in Print 
Media. We may be considering the 
modern media as expensive and 
as the prerogative of  specialists. 
But our involvement in utilizing 
the potentials of  the traditional 
media is also very minimal.  
6. what plans do you have 
to make NISCORT  pro-
fessionally viable? 

NISCORT was conceived at 
the CBCI, as an institute to train 
Church personnel in media and 
communications. The original vi-
sion is not yet realised. Many are 
still unaware of  the possiblities 
there. It has optimum facilities 
and a strategic location. It needs 
wider publicity. Dioceses/ con-
gregations need to be motivated 
to make use of  the training facili-
ties. Personnel and finance are 
areas to be attended to.  
7. How could the Church 
be part of  a solution to the 
problem of  Naxal crisis?  

The poor are allured to the 

movement in the false hope that 
it would give them dignity, power 
and opportunities for develop-
ment. The benefits of  develop-
ment have not trickled down to 
the poor of  the land in a per-
ceptible manner. I feel that the 
Church can play a mediatory role 
with the government so that the 
legitimate problems of  the tribal 
people are addressed. 
8. As a pastor, what are 
the 3 major challenges in 
your diocese? 

 Spiritual renewal of  the clergy, 
empowerment of  the laity and 
creating awareness of  the mis-
sionary character of  the Church.
9. what about Church’s 
communication to non 
Christians?   

We want to communicate that 
the Church is here to selflessly 
serve all our brothers and sisters, 
following the example of  Jesus. 
His command has been “you also 
should do as I have done to you” 
(Jn.13/15). Through such lov-
ing service we communicate that 
God loves all people and wants 
them to be saved. India is a vast 
land and hence suitable plans 
have to be worked out locally. 
10. How is the Church af-
fected by  reconversion 
and fanatic attacks on 
Christians?   

Attacks on the Church are 
nothing new in its long history. 
Jesus has said, “Blessed are you 
when men revile you and perse-
cute you and utter all kinds of  
evil against you falsely on my ac-
count. Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for 
so men persecuted the prophets 
who were before you” (M 5/11-
12). Reconversion offers an op-
portunity to sift the genuine from 
the spurious. 
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NEwS

2Blessed Joseph Vaz
goa

1 Madrid
world Youth Day 2011

Kochi5 CRI women Meet

4 Bangalore

ATC, Lay Publishing House 
Celebrates 65

National Conference of  Religious Women India (CRWI) 
will be held from 8 -12 January, 2011. The Pastoral Orien-
tation Center (POC) in Kochi, Kerala will host the event.  
The assembly is held once in three years. The main theme 
of  the conference will be ‘Our Consecrated Life - Our 
Mission’. The theme takes into consideration the chal-
lenges of  community life in the globalized world where 
individualism is becoming rampant. “The community life 
is our mission. Along with interdependence, collaboration 
and attitudinal changes, major superiors have to be alert to 
respond to the realities”, said President of  the CRWI, Sr. 
Presanna Thattil CHF . Around 350 Major Superiors of  
Women Religious in India are expected for the gathering. 
“A new way of  being consecrated women at the service 

 I am not Catholic. Yet, I sense prejudice and in par-
ticular anti-clericalism taking enormous strides in Eu-
rope. The Pope’s voice is extremely important, and we 

3 France
Atheist Defends Catholicism

The 26th World Youth Day (WYD) is to be held in 
Madrid, Spain, from 15th to 21st August 2011. The 
theme of  the  WYD is, “Rooted and built up in Je-
sus Christ, firm in the faith.” The official logo was 
launched at the Archdiocesan headquarters at a press 
conference in Madrid. “The logo depicts the youth 
of  the world coming together to celebrate their faith 
with the Pope, at the foot of  the Cross, and forming a 
crown of  the Virgin of  Almudena (Patroness of  Ma-
drid).  The crown shows ‘M’ for Mary, and also Ma-
drid.  The Cross, the sign of  the Christian, presides at 
this meeting of  the youth with the Pope. The symbol 
is drawn in a spontaneous and firm stroke, symbolic 
of  the youth of  the 21st century”, explained Jose Gil-
Nogues, the creator of  the logo. 

 “If  miracles attributed to the priest are deemed insuffi-
cient for canonization, Blessed Vaz could be canonized 
as a martyr due to the persecution he suffered” , said 
a group of  Goan petitioners  initiating to expedite the 
sainthood cause of  the priest ahead of  his 300th death 
anniversary on Jan. 16 next year. They have signed an 
online memorandum addressed to Pope Benedict XVI 
through a website seeking His canonization. Blessed 
Joseph Vaz, a Goan priest, known as the ‘Apostle of  
Sri Lanka’, was beatified in 1995. He traveled to Sri 
Lanka in 1686 disguised as a coolie during Dutch co-
lonial occupation, when Calvinism was the official 
religion there. He worked to revive and strengthen 
clandestine Catholic groups. Blessed Vaz re-founded 
the Catholic Church in Sri Lanka. The devotees have 
been championing the cause of  Father Vaz since 1980. 
A Year-long special prayers are now underway in Goa 
to mark the priest’s death centenary. Blessed Vaz was 
born on April 21, 1651, at Benaulim in Goa, and was 
ordained a priest in 1676. 

are very unjust to this Pope,” said Bernard-Henri Levy. 
One of  France’s leading intellectuals, he was speaking in 
defense of  the Catholic Church and Pope Benedict. In 
France much is talked about the desecrations of  Jewish 
and Muslim cemeteries, but nobody knows that the tombs 
of  Catholics are continually desecrated. The sort of  anti-
clericalism in France is very unhealthy. “We have the right 
to criticize religions but the scale of  the criticism is out of  
proportion. Catholicism is the most attacked religion in 
Europe. It was unfortunate that so many injustices were 
being committed against the Holy Father”, said Henri 
Levy. 

“Writing matters, whether good or bad. Church media 
presence in India is weak in comparison to the secular me-
dia. ATC has played an important role and has published 
over 1000 books and made books available from abroad as 
well. As religious people, we spend so much on buildings 
and food. But we spend little to nourish our minds. India’s 
educational system does not encourage reading. May the 
habit of  reading grow,” said Fr. Joe Mannath sdb, at the 
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8 Vatican
world Communications Day

Pope Benedict XVI has announced “Truth, Proclama-
tion, and Authenticity of  life in the digital age.” as the 
theme for the forty-fifth World Day of  Social Com-
munications 2011. The Communications Day will be 
celebrated on Ascension Sunday which falls on 5, June 
2011. Pope’s Message for the Day will be published on 
24 January 2011, the feast of  St Francis De Sales, patron 
of  journalists. 

Christian leaders have hailed a Peace Pact agreed by top 
leaders of  three political factions in Nagaland. It aims 
to end hostilities prevalent for decades in the Christian 
dominated state in northeastern India. The Naga Fo-
rum and the Tribal Bodies formed in 2008 urged under-
ground factions to cease hostilities that have killed more 
than 2,330 people in Nagaland since 1992. Leaders of  
the groups at the Sept.18 Summit committed themselves 
to “working out differences” as outlined in a “covenant 
of  reconciliation”. It contains practical guidelines for 
reconciliation. They further pledged “cessation of  all 
forms of  hostilities, including any territorial expan-
sion.”

Pope Benedict will canonize Mary MacKillop, Foundress 
of  the Australian-based Sisters of  St. Joseph of  the Sa-
cred Heart on Oct.17. Mother Mary McKillop was of-
ficially excommunicated by her local Bishop Laurence 
Sheil in 1871, when she was 29, on the grounds that 
she had incited the sisters to disobedience and defiance. 
Five months later, six days before his death on February 
23, 1872, Bishop Sheil removed the excommunication 
and admitted his mistake. Mary MacKillop was born in 
Melbourne, Australia, on January 15, 1842. She is the 
first native-born saint. History marks her as a woman 
with a bit of  ‘scandal’. She died in1909. Pope John Paul 
II beatified her in 1995. 

Spirit and Radiant in His love’ - encapsulates the essence 
of  the Jubilee. Jesus Youth is actively present in 25 coun-
tries across the world, and is involved in leading, animat-
ing and supporting young people to lead a committed 
Christian life.  

 Briton Robert Edwards was awarded the Nobel Prize 
for Medicine, 2010. The Vatican authorities strongly 
condemned this choice on saying that the scientist’s 
work on IVF (in-vitro fertilization) does not help in the 
defense of  life. At the same time, a number of  editori-
als in the Italian press have attacked the Roman Catho-
lic position. Lucio Romano, President of  the Science 
and Life Association told Vatican Radio, on 4 October, 
“The award was for a technique which reduces human-
ity to a product. The assignation of  the Nobel Prize to 
Edwards ignores all ethical issues linked with IVF.” 

9 Nagaland
Christians Hail Naga Accord

10 Australia

Excommunicated Nun to 
Become Saint

6 Rome

 
Nobel Prize Award Criticised

of  humanity today’, ‘acclaim our rightful place in the 
Church and in the society’ etc. will be discussed at the 
assembly”, said Vice President Sr. Teresa Peter FS. 
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65th anniversary celebrations of  the Asian Trading Cor-
poration  on September 23. Asian Trading Corporation 
is India’s most known lay-owned theology-publishing 
firm established in 1946, by late Fred Pius, it is now 
managed by Nigel Fernandes and Brenda Fernandes. 
Cardinal Oswald Gracias,  Cardinal Telesphore Toppo, 
Dr Bernard Moras, Dr George Punnakottil, Dr Albert 
D’Souza, Perceival Fernandes, Dr Ignatius Pinto, Dr 
Joseph Pathrapankal, CMI, Gabriel Mathias, OFM and  
Dr Lawrence D’Souza were among the dignitaries who 
participated in the function.

7 New Delhi
Jesus Youth Silver Jubilee

The International Conference of  the Jesus Youth 
Movement is to be held at Ernakulum, Kerala from 
December 28, 2010 to January 1, 2011. This event will 
mark the conclusion of  its year-long Silver Jubilee cel-
ebrations. The event is expected to bring together some 
15000 Jesus Youth from all over the world. The 3 R’s 
in the emblem - ‘Refined in His fire, Renewed by His 



 12   Smart Companion India |  July  2010

youth powEr

12 Smart Companion India   October 2010 Smart Companion India   October 2010 13

Youth on 
Mother Teresa

She gave me a reason for 
living 

My life was quite shattered af-
ter my dad left me. I was lonely, 
discouraged, completely helpless 
and unhappy. In utter distress and 
hopelessness, I felt like killing my-
self, which I even tried without 
succes. My friend empathised be-
cause she too had similar experi-
ences as mine. She was working 
for an N.G.O and had direct as-
sociation with the Mother. She got 
me an appointment with Mother. 
That made all the difference in my 
life. I was then just 10 years old. 
The memory of  that meeting is 
fresh in my heart to this day. I felt 
so peaceful. Tranquillity took over 
my distressed and troubled self. 
When I approached her, she gen-
tly held my hands with a smile and 
embraced me. I felt the warmth of  
true love that I had never experi-
enced. I told her about my prob-
lems, and how I wished to have 
my parents back. Reminding me 
of  a great reality which I had not 
recognised she said, “Why are you 
expecting only parental love and 
support. Why can’t you see and 
seek the Creator’s love, which is in-
deed the truth of  the universe”. At 
this, I felt encouraged and blessed. 
Now I’m grown up. God blessed 
me in many ways. I had missed 
my father’s love, but God has giv-
en me a partner to love and care 
for me. Mother rightly said, “The 
greatest poverty is the poverty of  
love”. That is the poverty she went 
about addressing. “God is love”, 
she taught me with her life.

                       Sujata Bharti                                                                                                                                           
       PATADIK - Youth Theatre Group

A ‘mother’ par excellence
I was a 10 year old boy, study-

ing in class V when I first met 

“She came, she loved, she conquered”. Young 
people who have been loved and inspired 

by Mother Teresa share their experiences. Meet-
ing her, they say, their lives changed for the bet-
ter for themselves and for the society.”
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Mother Teresa. On Children’s day 
our school had invited Mother 
and her assistant to interact with 
us, students. Her visit created a 
great impact on us. As she walked 
in gracefully with our Principal I 
noticed her radiant smile which 
was unique. The Principal for-
mally introduced us to Mother, 
and we were instantly connected 
to her and to her Mission. She 
spoke about the joy of  loving and 
caring for the needy. She empha-
sised the phrase “whatever you do 
to the least of  my people, you do 
unto me” and “if  you give a glass 
of  water to someone in my name, 
you give it to me”. These words 
kept ringing within me that after 
my schooling I got trained in so-
cial communications, and initi-
ated socio-cultural, edutainment 
activities, both for privileged and 
underprivileged students. We fre-
quented Mother’s care centres to 
uplift the poor people there with 
whatever we could do. Fifteen 
years later I had the privilege of  
inviting Mother to our old school, 
for a special Christmas concert, or-
ganised for the new students. She 
made an impact there too, and we 
organised a trip to her centres with 
selected students. When I lost my 
own mother, she became a mother 
figure to me. Gradually she led me 
to Mother Mary and taught me to 
communicate with her as my own 
mother.

Stephen Saco                                                                                                                                             
            Calcutta                                                                                                                                         

Put god first 
We were a group of  high-school 

kids in one of  Kolkata’s prestigious 
schools. For two years we were 
part of  a group that organised var-
ious inter and intra-school events, 
fests and social programs. In one 
of  our planning committee meet-
ings, it was suggested that we in-
vite Mother Teresa for an upcom-
ing event. We were a bit hesitant 
and yet we phoned the Mother 
House and took an appointment 
with her. On arrival at the Mother 
House, one of  her sisters warmly 

greeted us and led us to the visi-
tor’s parlour. We signed our names 
on the visitor’s book and waited 
wait for the Mother. After 20 min-
utes, Mother emerged from an 
inner-room, greeting with a glow-
ing smile and a polite “nemastey”, 
her version of  Namaste. For a 
while we were mesmerised by the 
radiance of  her simple yet divinely 
lighted face. She read the official 
invitation and confirmed her at-
tendance. We felt really honoured 
by this ‘great’ lady. At the cultural 
program the ambiance was very 
noisy with cheering students. But 
the moment Mother appeared on 
the Dias the auditorium fell silent. 
After her address, she released a 
souvenir and blessed us. She said, 
“We need always to put God first 
in our lives by serving one anoth-
er, especially the least”. That cre-
ated a strong impact to all of  us. 
During our vacations our group 
volunteered to serve the needy 
at her centres. Our lives acquired 
a caring attitude to others. Ours 
was a 5-member group. We are 
now into various professions -IT, 
Media, Advertising, Fashion and 
Garments. Wherever we carry the 
legacy we received that day. 
                       Prerna Agarwal,                                                                                                                                         
        Advertising Professional, Calcutta                                                              

Love defeats death
I’ve been born, brought up and 

spent my school-college days in 
Kolkata. Unfortunately I never 
had a chance or opportunity to 
meet Mother or have any associa-
tion with her during her life. What 
I missed while she was alive came 
to me in her death. I was in charge 
of  her funeral arrangements at 
St. Thomas Church. Even in her 
death, lying in eternal sleep before 
the whole world represented by 
local and foreign dignitaries she 
‘communicated’ love. She was an 
angel of  God sent on this earth. 
As I glanced at her body lying in 
the casket, I could see the peace, 
serenity and tranquillity that sur-
rounded her. Her face was aglow 

with God’s radiance. Yes, love de-
feats even death. 

         Duane Anthony Baylis                                                                                                                                           
          

Inspiration always
In 1992, I had the honour of  

meeting Mother Teresa, dur-
ing my visit to Mother House in 
Kolkata. During our course of  
discussion she encouraged and 
supported my decision to work 
for the uplift of  the poorest of  
the poor. My idea was to set up an 
industry on the basis of  ‘skilled 
type social work’, which would in-
clude educational and other facili-
ties for these workers. The work 
force would be above 18 years - 
80%women and 20% men. Again, 
this industry would be 80% ex-
port oriented and 20% domestic 
oriented. Mother told me, “I am 
not able to not do such ‘skilled 
type social work’. But I will surely 
help you with the required work 
force. I can get you the poorest 
of  women who need uplift.” She 
further promised to assist me by 
requesting Presidents and Prime 
Ministers of  countries to buy our 
products. Unfortunately I could 
not materialise my dream in her 
life time. I intend to revive my 
resolve in fond memory of  our 
Beloved Mother Teresa. 

        Satyendranath Modak                                                                                                                                            
              Film maker, Businessman,                                                                                                                                     

                         Enterprenaur, Calcutta

When I approached 
her, she gently 

held my hands with a 
smile and embraced me. 
I felt the warmth of true 

love that I had never 
experienced

“

Compiled by 
Stephen Saco
Freelance Journalist, Calcutta

“
Telecom sector, Hyderabad
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Witches’ brew 
decanting history, Faith and Law in aodhya

Majoritarian stink in judgement as belief prevails over facts

Anand Patwardhan, the fa-
mous documentary film 

maker whose commentaries on 
India’s bruised secular fabric are 
legion, told us after the momen-
tous judgement of  the Allahabad 
High court’s Lucknow bench on 
the Babri Masjid-Ram Janmab-
hoomi land dispute, “I under-
stand why a majority of  Muslims 
breathed a sigh of  relief  that the 
court did not rule according to 
law but according to Hindu faith. 
They did not want more blood to 

“

“

Apparently blown away by the wind is 
the law of the land that the religious 

character of a building, church, mosque, 
temple or gurudwara, has been “fixed” for 
all times from the moment of India’s Inde-
pendence on 15th August 1947 and no one 
can usurp each other’s religious places.
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be spilled which would certainly 
have happened if  Hindutva had 
lost. They have seen Gujarat and 
so many other pogroms.”

 No sadder comment, but alas 
so true, could have been made on 
the judgement delivered on 30th 
September 2010  by Justices SU 
Khan, S Aggarwal and D V Shar-
ma – the last of  the 18 justices 
who have heard the case since its 
inception 60 years ago. The court 
was in battle dress, the city of  
Lucknow under curfew and every 
important city, and every Muslim 
ghetto in every small town, under 
police siege. For the governments 
did fear religious bloodshed.

 The implications of  the judge-
ment not just for the Muslims who 
were a party in the dispute, but 
for all other religious minorities 
in the country are yet to be fully 
assessed. But there is little doubt 
of  an ominous aura to the verdict 
touted by some as the only way to 
inter community peace in India. It 
has given a legal cloak to popular 
Hindu mythology, faith and the 
right wing Sangh Parivar’s po-
litical dogma that the Lord Rama 
was born at the very spot where 
the mosque was built in 1528 AD 
over the ruins of  a Hindu temple 
sometime during the reign of  Em-
peror Babar. 

 The judgement was a frac-
tured one -- Justice Sharma, who 
retired soon after reading out his 
judgement, took an absolute and 
unabashed pro-Hindu line. The 
other two appeared to give more 
consideration to the arguments of  
both Hindus and Muslims. It does 
not bring a closure to the dispute 
as an appeal in the Supreme Court 
is inevitable. But Hindu groups, 
who see the demolition of  the 
mosque on 6 December 1992 as 
the natural outburst of  an injured 
majority sentiment, have hailed 
this as a glorious victory. RSS chief  
Bhagwat has called upon all Hin-
dus and others to join in a national 
campaign to build a “magnificent” 
Ram Temple at the spot. Politi-

cal leaders such as Mr Lal Krishan 
Advani have supported this move. 
They have asked the Muslims to be 
magnanimous in defeat. The more 
virulent right wing of  the Sangh 
Parivar has demanded absolute 
control of  the Mosque land, and 
everything else around it. 

 All sides have three months to 
decide their move, including ap-
proaching the Supreme Court. The 
time, the more optimistic among 
the middle classes feel, may be used 
for out of  court negotiations and 
dialogues. They hope the Supreme 
Court will take a long enough time 
for a new generation of  Indians to 
accept the situation with the bag-
gage of  emotions and religious fer-

vour.
 That is as may be. But jurists, 

law scholars and thinkers among 
the minority communities have 
been left numb at the Lucknow 
bench’s effort to play “village 
mediator”. The Court proceeded 
to divide the disputed land in a 
three way distribution – one part 
to the Muslims and two parts to 
two different Hindu groups. This 
also treads a very thin edge of  
the legal wedge in India where 
land disputes between religious 
groups is legion, and documenta-
tion, written and archaeological 
very scarce.  Even in the Hindu 
Muslim relationship, there are at 
least three other major Temple-

Recent Babri verdict has 
come as another tower of  

Babel; one verdict, three opin-
ions and myriads of   rumblings; 
the nation is trying in vain to 
make head and tail out of  it. The 
stupor is interpreted as a polity 
come of  age caused by the fast 
economic growth brought forth 
by India’s marriage with the mar-
ket economy.

Here is a replica of  all the mal-
adies plaguing the Indian judicial 
system. The sixty years delay in 
deciding the case showcases the 
dictum, ‘justice delayed is justice 
denied.’ Paradoxically it also gives 
a glimpse of  the saying, ‘justice 
hurried is justice buried’. The 
hurried pronouncement of  the 
judgment in view of  the immi-
nent retirement of  Justice Shar-
ma prevented the latest attempts 
at amicable settlement. 

How hyper-technicalities can 
derail the course justice is evi-
dent from the whole process. 
The suit on behalf  of  Muslims 
is dismissed as barred by delay 
as held by Justice Aggarwal and 
Justice Sharma, though dis-
sented by Justice Khan. Justices 
Sharma and Khan found that 
the Mosque was constructed by 
Babur; but Justice Sharma ruled 
that it cannot be considered a 
mosque since it was constructed 
against the tenets of  Islam. Jus-
tice Aggarwal found that it was 
constructed during the time of  
Aurangzeb.

Can the court take cognisance 
of  the faith of  a community? 
Of  course it can. But the dan-
ger is in selective cognisance of  
one community’s faith in pref-
erence to another’s. 

Politicians usually like to 
use the judiciary to pull their 
chestnuts out of  the commu-
nal fire. But when the Justices 
themselves unwittingly wear the 
political or faith fatigues, justice 
will be the casualty.

Dr  M.P.Raju 
Advocate,Suprem Court

Temple buried,  Mosque demolished, 
Justice a mirage
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mosque, temple or gurudwara, has 
been “fixed” for all times from the 
moment of  India’s Independence 
on 15th August 1947 and no one 
can usurp each other’s religious 
places.

 It is not for nothing that ar-
chaeologists and historians of  the 
stature of  Romila Thapar and DN 
Jha, as well as jurists of  the calibre 
of  Rajeev Dhawan and PP Rao, 
have commented on the court’s 
temerity in framing issues of  faith 
and devotion,   and giving a rul-
ing on these, banking on specious 
evidence if  available or on folk 
lore when even the shred of  aca-
demic proof  was not forthcom-
ing. The Archaeological Survey 
was ordered by the BJP govern-
ment ruling in New Delhi. It had 
apparently fudged the diggings, 
interpolating stone and statuary 
“imported” from other places, to 
build up their claim that a massive 
Hindu temple stood at the exact 
place where the Mosque later 
came up. These “evidences” were 

The judgment has exposed the 
intricacies and complex process-
es involved in getting a decision 
in our legal system. Cases drag 
on for years if  not decades with 
the current backlog running into 
tens of  millions of  cases. It is a 
WAKE-UP Call to the citizens 
of  India to demand a restructur-

ing of  the system which today 
favours those with money and 
staying power. My reasons for 
these comments are drawn from 
reading the gist of  the judgments 
by the three judges. Religion is a 
personal matter of  Faith. One’s 
beliefs cannot be easily tested 
by material evidence. Yet this 
is what has been attempted in 
this case by determining that 
Ram and his birth place actually 
existed. 

Journalist, Bangalore
Francis Lobo 

mosque disputes and the Sangh 
Parivar lay claims to as many as 
3,000 mosques built at various 
times over former temples.  Lu-
natics have already raised their 
voices, some even claiming that 
the Taj Mahal, a mausoleum 
build by Emperor ShahJehan in 
memory of  his wife Mumtaz Ma-
hal within international historical 
memory and documentation, is 
“actually” a Hindu temple! 

 Forgotten in this claim is the 
history of  Buddhist stupas and 
shrines all over the country which 
were demolished to make way for 
temples during the first Hindu 
resurgence a thousand years ago. 
There are, however, no Buddhists 
of  Indian origins in any numbers 
to make a claim. Also apparently 
blown away by the wind is the 
law of  the land that the religious 
character of  a building, church, 
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debunked by practically every na-
tional and international scientist at 
that time.

 This judicial succumbing to ma-
jority “perceptions” is the caution 
bell for other minority communi-
ties. The major disturbing signal 
from the judgement is that the 
courts in India are not ruling any-
more on points of  law, but on the 
feelings and faith of  people. This 
gives the majority community an 
extraordinary power in a multi cul-
tural nation such as India. It can, 
I fear, have serious implications in 
inter community disputes of  this 
nature in the future.

 The supporters of  the judge-
ment, including the diverse rul-
ing parties in New Delhi and the 

states, are gloating on “a window 
of  opportunity for peace and rec-
onciliation”. It is to be examined 
how the judgement, even if  it buys 
time, provides the way to future 
peace with possibly a temple and a 
mosque coming up, this time law-
fully. I do not see Hindu groups 
agreeing to have a Ram Temple 
rub shoulders with a revived Babri 
Mosque across a barbed wire 
fence. Their top thinkers have told 
me so in private. They just want 
the Muslims to be magnanimous 
in defeat and hand over the entire 
land. 

 But with the issue back in the 
courts, onus is also on the Mus-
lim community to ensure that its 
extreme elements do not turn vio-

lent, but wait for the next judge-
ment. At least one major Muslim 
leader said “We will not surren-
der”, quite reflecting the rather 
depressed mood of  the commu-
nity at large. This is what Anand 
Patwardhan was speaking about.

 What has been salutary in the 
entire episode has been the pre-
paredness of  the Union govern-
ment and the state governments 
to take the strictest precautions so 
there was no flare up violence be-
tween the communities. Although 
it exposes the superficial nature 
of  inter community co-existence, 
the governmental decisiveness is 
welcomed by the minorities. They 
actually prefer the central armed 
forces, in whom they still retain 
some faith, to the local police so 
often found to be partisan, if  not 
entirely communal.

 The disputed land currently re-
mains in the custody of  the Union 
government. It has the final re-
sponsibility of  maintaining peace 
in a land that seen so much blood-
shed over the last 19 years. The re-
ligious crusade across the nation, 
led by the former deputy prime 
minister, Lal Krishan Advani, left 
thousands dead in Hindu Muslim 
riots which reached their culmina-
tion in the demolition of  the Babri 
mosque on 6th December 1992. 
As and when the Supreme Court 
decision comes in response to 
the inevitable appeals, the Central 
government of  the day will have 
to use all its guile, and the force 
of  its military apparatus, to ensure 
that there is no violence to cor-
rect “perceptions” and “historical 
wrongs”. 

                                

“
“

The major disturbing signal 
from the judgement is that 

the courts in India are not ruling 
anymore on points of law, but on 
the feelings and faith of people.

President, All india Catholic 
Union; secretary General, 
All India Christian Council, 
Freedom of Faith and Civil 
Rights’ activist, Delhi. 

John Dayal

Prashant, Gujarat                                                                            
Cedric Prakash SJ 

For sixty years, the country 
has held its breath waiting for 
this day. In the meantime, di-
visiveness, hatred and violence 
have ruled the roost. Some are 
bound to feel unsatisfied with 
the judgment. They will obvi-
ously (and they have a right to 
do so) appeal to the Supreme 
Court. However, we all need to 
respect the judgment and en-
sure that peace and harmony 

reign in every corner of  our 
beloved country. This is not the 
time for recriminations or for 
revenge. In fact, if  we truly be-
lieve that the land in Ayodhya 
is sacred, we must also believe 
that the God we believe will 
not want anything to happen 
that disgraces his name; rather, 
a spirit of  healing, reconcilia-
tion and tolerance, should now 
be the order of  the day. There 
should be a new determination 
to go on ahead where we can 
all truly accept each other as 
God’s children and as brothers 
and sisters, of  this great land.

                                                                                                                                                      
                        



 18   Smart Companion India |  July  2010

I BELIEVE IN………
A column to share personal experience of  god and the 
Church. 

liViNg faith 

18 Smart Companion India   October 2010 Smart Companion India   October 2010 19

CHHOTEBHAI (Allan de No-
ronha), born on 25th Feb 1951, to 
Chevalier Peter de Noronha and 
Florence de Noronha (“Pro Eccle-
siae et Pontifice”), in Kanpur is a 
Gandhian in life. Currently, Presi-
dent of  Kanpur Catholic Associa-
tion, he has added many feathers 
to his service record. He is active 
in social and human rights issues. 
Has authored 3 books and hun-
dreds of  articles on Christian faith 
and praxis. Has to his credit Dr. 
Ambedkar Fellowship from the 
Bhartiya Dalit Sahitya Academy, 
New Delhi, for championing the 
cause of  Dalit Christians (1990), 
Seva Ratan Certificate from Union 
Minister of  State for Home, for 
service to society (2007), and 
more.

“stamina” required to hold out for 
so long, for something intangible, 
but blindly accepted in faith.  And 
they “fell by the wayside”.

It is this “fallen state” that bred 
the French Revolution and Marx-
ism, in the Christian bastion of  
Europe.  Had Christianity laid 
equal emphasis on the existential 
as to the eschatological, we would 
never have heard the Bastille cry 
for “Fraternity, Equality and Lib-
erty”, or the Marxist accusation 
“Religion is the opium of  the 
masses”. Pardon a pun - did the 
triumphalistic, opulent, holy Cath-
olic Church, actually make atten-
dance at Sunday Mass the opiate 
for all that afflicted the masses?

Vatican II ecclesiology and the 
landmark document “Pastoral 
Constitution of  the Church in the 
Modern World” changed the mind-
set of  the Church. It is befitting to 
recall the opening lines of  that his-
toric document. “The joys and the 
hopes, the grief  and the anxieties 
of  the men of  this age, especially 
those who are poor or in anyway 
afflicted; these too are the joys and 
hopes, the grief  and anxieties of  
the followers of  Christ……This 
community realises that it is truly 
and intimately linked with man-
kind and its history“(GS 1). Yes, 
I am an existential Christian.  For 
me Christianity or my personal 
faith, cannot be lived or expressed 

“I believe in God, the Creator 
of  Heaven and Earth”. 

This is a traditional Christian 
Credo. The Marxist differs. “I be-
lieve in Man, the maker of  heaven 
on earth”. My personal credo is a 
combination of  both. I therefore 
profess “I believe in Man the mak-
er of  heaven on earth, by God’s 
grace”!

Let me share my credo with you.  
For millennia, the Catholic Church 
preached about the here after; 
heaven, hell, final judgement etc. 
It often lost focus on the here and 
now. Christians were exhorted to 
accept poverty, injustice and pain, 
as part of  the redemptive suffering 
of  Jesus. They would suitably be 
rewarded in the next life.  Unfortu-
nately, many Christians lacked the 
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in a vacuum.   
My Christian faith (credo) is 

based on my experience of  Je-
sus (Christology), which in turn 
impacts my understanding of, 
and involvement in the Church 
(Ecclesiology).  I was brought up 
as a good Catholic, who did not 
know Jesus!  I encountered him 
in a youth animators programme 
conducted in 1975 by Holy Cross 
priest John Desrochers. Like the 
rich young man in the gospel, I 
had kept all the commandments 
(cf  Mt, 19:20), but Jesus did not 
think it enough (Mt, 19: 21–22).   

I felt like that young man.  I be-
gan to pray and study the Bible.  
I felt the call of  John the Baptist 
“Prepare a way for the Lord” (Mat 
3:3).  After 6 months of  search, 
study, Bp Patrick D’souza of  Vara-
nasi directed me to Jyotiniketan 
Ashram, Barielly, to a holy priest 
Augustine Deenabandhu OFM 
Cap.  Here  I was enamoured of  
the scriptures and the life of  St. 
Francis of  Assisi.  His early life 
and aspirations were so similar to 
my own.  Even our ages matched 
– 25!  I could no longer defer a 
decision.  As a dedicated layman I 
took the name of  chhotebhai (fri-
ar minor in Hindi).  I literally fol-
lowed the Franciscan and Gospel 
way, travelling without money, just 
a set of  clothes, a Bible and a cru-
cifix in a cloth bag.  I also worked 
among youth.

Then I bumped into the Jesuits.  
I made two 30 day Ignatian retreats 
– one at Fr. Dan Rice’s ashram in 
Bihar, and the other under Fr. Jo-
sef  Neuner, at DeNobili College, 
Pune.  From the Jesuits I learned 
discernment, to comprehend what 
God is asking of  me.  I realised 
that I needed to follow the teach-
ings of  Vatican II, being inserted 
in the world, not isolated from 
it.  I got married and now live a 
“secular” life, but with strong con-
victions and commitment to both 
church and society.

To commemorate 2000 years of  

Jesus, I encapsulated my thoughts 
in my book “Beyond 2000 – The 
Other Side”.  It was my way of  
sharing what Jesus meant to the 
modern world.  I was happy and 
satisfied with this monumental 
faith sharing of  300 pages.  Then I 
got goose pimples.  As I was writ-
ing the concluding chapter I had 
a rather deflating experience – for 
all my cleverness, I didn’t really 
know who Jesus was!

During this exercise, I began to 
identify myself  with St. Peter – his 
request to Jesus to leave him, his 
desire to bask in reflected glory at 
the Transfiguration, his triple de-

nial of  his master, and ultimately 
his inability to categorically state 
that he loved Jesus.  Peter was very 
childlike. So, Jesus said, “On this 
rock (pathar/ petrus) I will build 
my church.” St. Paul fathomed 
this mystery when he confessed, 
“When I am weak, then I am 
strong (2 Cor 12:10). My jour-
ney of  faith in Jesus has led me 
through the experiences of  great 
saints like John the Baptist, Fran-
cis of  Assisi, Ignatius of  Loyola, 
Peter and Paul.  Let me be but a 
small fraction of  what they were, 
so that I may strive to make heav-
en on earth, by the grace of  Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and Brother.

“

“

           a dedicated layman I took 
the name of chhotebhai (friar mi-
nor in Hindi).  I literally followed 
the Franciscan and Gospel way, 
travelling without money, just a set 
of clothes, a Bible and a crucifix in 
a cloth bag.  I also worked among 
youth.

As

Phone Bill
The phone bill was exception-
ally high and the man of  the 
house called a family meeting 
on a Sunday morning after 
breakfast
Dad: “This is unacceptable. 
OK,  I do not use this phone.  
I use the one at the office.  
But, you too have to limit the 
use of  the phone.”
Mum: “Same here, I hardly 
use this home telephone as I 
use my work telephone.”
Son: “Me too, I never use the 
home phone. I always use my 

company mobile.”
All of  them now in a state of  
shock and together they look 
at their maid who until now is 
patiently listening to them. 
 Maid : “So - what is the 
problem? We all use our work 
telephones.”
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will The Right To 
Education Bill Take off?

Selvam, 14, left his home in 
Tirunelveli three years ago 

and came to Kochi in search of  a 
job. After a harrowing ‘internship’ 
at a hotel in the city for two years, 
he turned to trash picking one fine 
day. Today he has a steady income, 
and is able to support his sick and 
aged parents back home. Ask him 
whether he knows to read and 
write, and his cheerful face be-
comes crestfallen. “I never got a 
chance to go to school. We didn’t 
have one in our village, and my 

parents were too poor to send me 
to the school in the neighbouring 
village 10km away,” he says. Sel-
vam is one of  the several million 
children who grow up without 
the privilege of  an education in a 
country which is planning to send 
a manned mission to the moon.

Totally cut off  from the world 
of  letters, Selvam is oblivious of  
the socio-political developments. 
Little wonder he has never heard 
of  the path-breaking Right to 
Education Act. On April 1, 2010, 

the Right of  Children to Free 
and Compulsory Education Act 
(2009) came into effect. Accord-
ing to eminent educationists, the 
epoch creating act makes it obliga-
tory for the state to enrol children 
between the age of  six and 14 in 
a neighbourhood school free of  
charge.

According to Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh, “We are com-
mitted to ensuring that all chil-
dren, irrespective of  gender and 
social category should have access 
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to education, that  enables them 
to acquire the skills, knowledge, 
values and attitudes necessary to 
become responsible and active 
citizens of  India.” 

According to the United Na-
tions, the right to education is a 
basic human right, which all world 
governments ought to implement. 
It is understood as right to free, 
compulsory primary education for 
all children, and an obligation to 
make secondary education acces-
sible to all children. The right to 
education encompasses also the 
obligation to eliminate discrimina-
tion at all levels of  the education 
system, to set minimum standards 
and to improve quality. 

Experts believe that RTE would 
directly benefit close to one crore 
children in the country.As per the 
legislation, there will be no en-
trance test, and admission can be 
sought at any time of  the year for 
an appropriate class. Children will 
not have to pay school fees, and 
will not be detained from going 
to higher classes because of  poor 
results. No child will be refused 
admission. For every 60 students 

in class, there will be a minimum 
of  two trained teachers. In private 
schools, 25% of  the seats in class I 
will be reserved for poor children. 
The inclusive thrust of  the RTE 
ACT provides for quality educa-
tion for all. 

At this juncture, it would be ap-

propriate to acknowledge the role 
of  Christian management schools 
in giving a shot in the arm to Indi-
an renaissance. For many decades, 
Christian institutions have reached 
out and educated the poor and the 
disadvantaged groups of  society. 

The Right to Education Act 
has many fine features but also 
several flaws that will prevent 
its efficacious implementation. 
It is too ambitious. The ‘trau-
ma free school environment’ 
wished by the Prime Minister 
is difficult but not impossible. 
It will require a change in the 
mindset and attitude of  teach-
ers and the sincere application 
of  Governments.  

The Act does not address 
the practical ground realities 
and difficulties faced by School 
Managements. Poor infrastruc-
ture, crowded classrooms, un-
derpaid and poorly qualified 
Shikshan Sevaks. How can a 

young student just out of  Std. 
XII ignite the lively question-
ing minds of  6-14 year olds’? 
A minimum qualification of  
at-least graduation should be 
stipulated for all states. 

The Act decrees that no 
child shall be denied admis-
sion. How can our classrooms 
already crammed with 60 to 80 
children (3 on a bench with 3 
bags) take in more? The R.T.E. 
Act bans corporal punishment, 
detention and expulsion. Pray, 
how do we deal with ragging, 
class bullies and juveniles?  

Mrs. Zelia Almeida
St. Andrews High School

Bandra (W), Mumbai.

Require a Changed Mindset
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It is a fact that eminent personali-
ties have acknowledged that their 
Christians institutions played a 
pivotal role in their character for-
mation.

However, Christian manage-
ments have expressed reservations 
about the new legislation. It is with 
regard to Clause 21 of  the RTE 
bill, which states that the manag-
ing committee of  educational in-
stitutions would comprise elected 
representatives of  the people apart 
from representatives of  teachers 
and parents. Minority rights ex-
perts say clause 21 removes with 
one stroke the fundamental right 
guaranteed in 30 (1) of  the Consti-
tution which gives the minorities 
the right to administer, set up a 
school managing committee, ap-
point teaching and non-teaching 
staff, set up a reasonable fee struc-
ture and select students.

“We appreciate the UPA gov-
ernment’s effort to spread univer-
sal education for all by passing the 
RTE Act. However, certain sec-
tions of  the act are discriminatory 

and violate the fundamental rights 
enshrined in the Constitution of  
India,” said CBCI chairman Bish-
op Joshua Mar Ignatius in a press 
meet in May.

Many activists feel the Act has 
not made provisions for children 
in the 4-6 and 14-18 categories. 
In states like Tamil Nadu, Andhra 

The implementation of  the 
RTEA will require the clear-
ance of  many hurdles eg. end-
ing child labour to bring children 
into schools, training of  teachers 
and the filling in of  vacancies 
of  teaching faculty in govern-
ment schools, nationwide. It will 
necessitate provision of  good 
educational infrastructure, the 
development of  a national cur-
riculum, the setting up of  neigh-
bourhood schools where there 
are none and very importantly, 
the progressive development of  
pre-school education. Crucially 
greater budgetary allotments 
have to be earmarked for educa-
tion, much more than the current 
3% of  the GDP allocated as of  
now – at least 6 % of  the GDP! 
The Catholic Church would be 

Pradesh and Bihar, children are 
sent to work at a very tender age, 
and they are forced to work for a 
pittance.

Ninety-three per cent of  schools 
belong to the government and are 
funded by the tax-payers. The act 
is silent about the efficiency of  
such schools. Their dismal per-
formance is often so low that the 
pupils virtually have no cumulated 
knowledge or skills after four years 
of  education.

Concerns about too heavy bur-
den and tension of  frequent exam-
inations and grade achievements 
are issues of  the urban schools 
catering to the middle and upper 
classes. But rural schools cater 
to the first generation students. 
Promoting all students up to 5th 
or any standard in their case will 
be counter-productive. Most rural 
students study for exams. So ex-
ams are needed to motivate rural 
students.

Common people note that if  
you want to destroy a good insti-
tution, allow government interfer-
ence, party politics and the Inspec-
tor Raj.  The RTE Act permits 
government’s interference and po-
litical harassment in the day to day 
running of  schools. The discipline 
and the good traditions that give 
a distinct identity to an institution 

a willing partner but some 
barriers need to be removed 
to unshackle the school sec-
tor from bureaucratic red 
tape and to allow both pub-
lic and private schools to 
co – exist and complete. A 
close partnership between 
Government and Church 
educational institutions and 
industry can change the en-
tire ecosystem and uplift the 
skills and capabilities of  the 
nation! Sections like 21 & 22 
regarding the constitution 
and composition of  school 
management committees 
(S.M.C) are to be looked into 
for effective partnership.  

Dr. Sr. Livi Rodrigues 
Former Principal 

Sophia College, Mumbai 

Hurdles to get Over
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There are still 21 million chil-
dren out of  school in India. De-
spite great strives, the target of  
achieving universal primary edu-
cation in India is unlikely by 2015. 
The purpose of  the Act is to be 
realized from the grass-root level 
after it is implemented effectively. 
The Act suffers from some major 
anomalies. It does not promote a 
common school system. It legiti-
mizes inequality through a multi-
layered system that thwarts prog-
ress towards universal education. 
It has no provision to create an 
equitable infrastructure required 
for this task. The Act promises 
equitable quality of  education but 
fails to define equitable quality 

and makes no mention of  learn-
ing levels and outcomes of  chil-
dren. 

The Act that promotes com-
pulsory elementary education 
for all children is silent about the 
rampant child labour. It needs to 
ban and make all forms of  child 
labour a cognizable offence. The 
Act penalizes private un-recog-
nized schools for their payment 
of  market salaries to teachers 
and for standards related to in-
frastructure. The Act should have 
proposed a public-private partner-
ship and strengthened the private 
schools, particularly in the rural 
areas providing essential educa-
tional services to the poor. 

School Management Commit-
tees (SMCs), comprising mostly 
of  parents are to plan and man-
age operations of  the schools. 
This will lead to a virtual break-

Principal
St. Xavier’s, Calcutta

Felix Raj SJ
down of  the existing manage-
ment structure of  the private and 
minority schools. This also goes 
against minority rights granted 
by the Constitution of  India. The 
Acts forces 25% reservation and 
free education for the economi-
cally weaker and socially disad-
vantaged section in the entry level 
goes against the minority rights. 

In this context, the Act leaves 
many questions unanswered.  
How will the weaker and socially 
disadvantaged section be defined 
and verified? Who will select 
these students? What will be the 
mechanism of  selection? What 
will happen if  some of  these stu-
dents want to change schools?

The Act speaks about re-im-
bursement to private schools but 
it is not clear about what would 
be the mechanism and effective-
ness of  the re-imbursement?

Norbert Menezes SJ         
National Coordinator 
Jesuit Educational Association
Delhi

will now fall prey to outside forces. 
Schools will find it difficult to run 
according to the aims and objec-
tives they are established for and 
managed.

The HRD ministry has not 
taken all stakeholders into confi-
dence. Many state governments 
have expressed apprehension re-
garding its implementation. The 
Act sanctions 25% admission at 
Class I for the poor. People who 
are actually poor will have to make 
endless trips to Tehsil office to get 
a certificate while those who have 
political clout can easily manage it 
and ‘rob’ the opportunity.  

The Act focuses on inclusive 
education especially of  children 
with serious special needs, better 
infrastructures, teachers’ effective-
ness, etc. But it is vague regarding 
allocation of  funds for its imple-
mentation and reimbursement to 
schools. In many States, the gov-
ernment does not have money to 
pay and appoint teachers in vacant 
posts.

In the `slums’ of  our big cities 
there are many private schools, 
wholly private in every way but 
certainly not elite institutions. 
These private schools charge 
relatively low fees in comparison 
to the elite schools. Average fami-
lies find these schools affordable 
and they cater to many students. 
It is useful to note that in our 
country 40 percent of  students 
at the pre-primary, primary and 
elementary levels are in unrecog-
nized schools. These institutions 
do not prefer the unrecognized 
status but in no way they are able 
to meet the government stan-
dards on matters like teachers’ 
pay or classroom facilities. More-
over, it is interesting that tens 
of  millions prefer to put their 
children in such schools instead 
of  the neighbouring free govern-
ment one. The Act insists that all 
unrecognized schools must be 
closed within three years.

Moreover, section 37 of  the 
RTE Act bars any suit of  legal 

proceedings against the govern-
ment, national or state commis-
sion for child rights, local au-
thority, school authority, school 
management or any other person. 
It takes away the citizen’s right to 
approach the court.

The proof  of  the pudding is 
in the eating. However, lofty be 
the goals and targets set forth in 
the Act, they can only be realized 
gradually, with heavy financial 
support from the government and 
more importantly not through co-
ercive legalisation but by seeking 
the support and cooperation of  
all stakeholders. Removing all ir-
ritants, seeking collaboration with 
stakeholders, and fostering owner-
ship to the vision of  the Act could 
be the magic formula for the suc-
cess of  its implementation. 
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it is two years since the christian community in india was rudely 
shaken out of its innocence by organized large-scale violence 
against it by hindutva groups in orissa and Karnataka. what’s 

the situation today? 

 In Orissa, Archbishop Raphael 
Cheenath issued a statement to 
say: “The Christian community 
patiently hoped that the State Gov-
ernment would undo the wrongs 
by justice and rehabilitation of  the 
victims through adequate com-
pensation, relief  and employment.  
But even after two years, the Oris-
sa Government has failed to wipe 
the tears and heal the wounds of  
the Christian community in Kand-
hamal. On the other hand, reports 
of  incidences of  human traffick-
ing and gender violence, docu-
mented by reputed organisations, 
have shocked civil society in the 
State and the country. The bat-
tered and impoverished Christian 
community now stands vulnerable 

even as the Orissa Government 
remains in a state of  denial, refus-
ing to even acknowledge the crisis 
much less taking any action.” 

 In Karnataka, there has been 
total silence from the bishops. But 
the website, www.daijiworld.com, 
put out a report headlined ‘Attack 
on Churches: A Reality Check’: 
“It is two years since the shameful 
event of  desecration of  church-
es. The memories of  that fateful 
day are still fresh in the minds 
of  Catholics, who feel it was the 
worst kind of  attack on them since 
Independence. The wounds have 
healed but scars of  those deep 
wounds will forever remain im-
printed in the memories of  people, 
more so in those who are still fac-

where Do we Stand?
Karnataka and Orissa Two Years Later 

Documentation 
of the atroci-

ties and concern in 
the Church at the na-
tional level for what 
happens to the com-
munity anywhere in 
the country are neces-
sary.
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Crisis Communications professional
Allwyn Fernandes                                                                                                                                      

Mumbai

ing the consequences of  their act 
of  defending their faith and their 
religious institutions. This is espe-
cially true in case of  145 Catholics, 
against whom cases were regis-
tered for arson, looting, attacking 
policemen on duty, damaging pub-
lic property, etc.  The matter is in 
the court and the accused have to 
attend the hearing as and when it 
is held, which is proving to be a 
cumbersome task greatly affecting 
their fighting spirit.” http://www.
daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.
asp?n_id=85539.

 In both states justice has not 
been done and the community is 
still at the mercy of  the govern-
ment, unable to fend for itself. 
The history of  justice in our coun-
try shows that it is a long time in 
coming and comes only through 
the judicial process, not through 
the administration or the forces 
of  law and order. Our political 
leadership, regardless of  parties, 
lacks the moral fibre or will power 
to deliver it on its own. 

 Under the circumstances, it is 
clear that the community will have 
to organize itself  better to face 
situations like this in future.

 The first requirement is docu-
mentation of  the atrocities com-
mitted on a peaceful community. 
We, and the country, must know 

what happened during those 
fateful weeks in August-October 
2008 and we must use the evi-
dence collected to seek recourse 
through the judicial system. 
Whatever little documentation 
has been done so far has been 
through the initiatives of  activ-
ists using the system of  People’s 
Tribunals headed by retired high 
court judges. They used the help 
of  activists fighting for justice on 
several fronts, and organizations 
like the People’s Union for Civil 
Liberties, Transparency Interna-
tional (Karnataka) and the Catho-
lic Association of  South Kanara. 
There must be more involvement 
of  the bishops and the Church’s 
hierarchy in this process.

 The second is to show more 
concern in the Church at the na-
tional level for what happens to 
the community anywhere in the 
country. Other than collecting 
funds, the Church in India seems 
to function on a state-wide ba-
sis. On August 15, 2010, retired 
Justice Michael Saldanha of  the 
Karnataka High Court issued a 
report to say that the number of  
attacks on Christians in the state 
since the BJP government came 
to power in May 2008 had dou-
bled to 1000 since January 2010. 
There is no reflection of  this in 

official statements from the CBCI 
or on the CBCI website. Clearly, 
the Church needs to play more of  
a leadership role if  it is not to lose 
the confidence of  its people. 

 Thirdly, more needs to be done 
to build a trained and structured, 
multi-layered, informed leadership 
of  lay men and women, religious 
and priests to tackle such eventu-
alities in the future. This has been 
neglected for over three decades. 
Much of  the violence that oc-
curred in Mangalore after the ini-
tial attacks on churches could have 
been avoided if  there had been a 
clearly-defined leadership team in 
place, capable of  channelling the 
shock and anger of  the commu-
nity in more constructive ways. 

 There have been sporadic at-
tempts since then to build such 
leadership. But they are inadequate. 
We need a sustained effort to iden-
tify potential leaders at several age 
levels and train them intensively 
through inter-parish Study Circles 
in every way, in order to provide 
the kind of  leadership that the 
situation demands.
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In a recent quiz show on Fam-
ily Channel the Quiz Master 

asked, “Who is Moses?”. Without 
batting an eye-lid Nicole Frattini, 
a 15 year old girl quipped, “a pop 
singer from Minneapolis”. And 
she indeed was from a traditional 
catholic family!   

Lal Kishen Advani had got it 
right. During the crowning days 
of  the Hindutwa movement he 
said: “Indians have no patriotism 
because they have never deeply 
studied the culture, tradition and 
rich heritage of  the country. Our 
youngsters want to run away to rich 
western countries to make faster 
bucks.” Can’t the same be said of  
many Christians too, today?   

Faith Education 
Today

 If  the younger generation does 
not have sufficient knowledge of  
the catholic faith, no doubt, on 
Sunday mornings they will prefer 
longer sleeps, visits to the beaches 
or spa, sports and other video en-
tertainments. Talk of  religious ed-
ucation and one cannot forget of  
the enormous fervour with which 
madrassas are run in the country. 
A Muslim without religious educa-
tion is a kafir, an outcaste, holds  
the Qran.  
Catechesis around the 
world

 In most European countries, 
a child receives first communion 
and confirmation at the age of  8. 
All that can be taught by way of  

“It is not a mat-
ter of reason, 

finally, it is a matter 
of love”
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catechesis ends with that, as there 
is no more programme of  faith ed-
ucation at school or at church level 
after that. But adult faith forma-
tion is taken up seriously by many 
US churches. In South American 
and several African countries cat-
echism education is left to the very 
vibrant Basic Ecclesial Communi-
ties (BEC), making the community 
responsible for the faith education 
of  their younger generation. Many 
lay people are volunteers in this 
attempt. In India, there are differ-
ent models. One model is 12 years 
compulsory Sunday school. The 
laity too volunteer in this project. 
However, this is exactly what used 
to happen in Europe and the US 
some 75 years back. However, it 
is not the length of  time but the 
intensity of  faith experience that 
makes lasting effect.  

what should be taught in 
faith education classes?

Speaking of  content, Fr. John 
D’Souza, who was a pastor all his 
life asserts, “Everything about the 
Christian faith must be taught. 
Catechism needs to be taught as 
a graded subject in proportion to 
the comprehension quotient of  
growing minds. Such knowledge 
must be related to real life situa-
tions evoking genuine Christian 
responses.” From the early years 
children must be introduced to 
Scripture, Church history and 
laws, Documents of  the Councils 
on different aspects of  Christian 
life, issues related to Ecumenism, 
inter-religious dialogue etc.

 “Being born and brought up in 
a Christian family does not rule 
out the need for faith education

It should have both intellectual 
and affective content, developing 
an attachment to the God of  love,   
who is with us all the time. Such 
faith can sustain us through good 
as well as bad times”, says Thomas 
Scaria, a lay catechism teacher. 

“A man for all seasons” is a play 
on Thomas More written by Rob-
ert Bolt. More was the Chancellor 
of  England condemned to death 

for his acceptance of  Catholicism 
and the papacy. His daughter Mar-
garet visited him in the prison. It 
was just prior to his execution. She 
asked, “Haven’t you done as much 
as God can reasonably want?” He 
responded, “It is not a matter of  
reason, finally, it is a matter of  
love”. 

 One who has deep faith un-
derstands why a promising civil 
engineer from Paris, Charles de 
Foucauld, left everything to live as 
a Little Brother of  Jesus, working 
for the poor in the deep forests of  
Africa, even making roads with lo-
cal primitive tools. It is the same 
‘non- sense’ that prompted God 
to let his only Son to die an igno-
ble death like a common criminal 
in the hands of  Jewish religious 
fanatics. Faith education needs to 

take our children to such depths, 
understanding, discovering and 
valuing life’s real worth.  
Mission areas

In mission areas, the problem 
of  distance and lack of  facilities 
for catechising are real challenges 
to Faith Education. In several 
north Indian Christian  schools 
catechism is taught to Christians   
while  others  go for  moral  sci-
ence classes. What an opportu-
nistic way! This only  proves that 
many do not know what cate-
chism is all about. Catechism may 
be taught in schools but  outside 
the regular times. 

However, creative efforts in 
faith education are reported from 
some sectors. One that I can re-
member is summer camps. For a 
month, youth are invited to the di-

Are we Compromising? 

In India the Church is in the forefront of  education. Yet how 
far have we been able to shape minds and change hearts? There 
is a lot of  soul searching to be done in this regard. I would not be 
exaggerating when I say that many faith formators (priests and re-
ligious) in India are no more convinced of  the importance of  this 
ministry. In many of  our schools, Catechism has become an ap-
pendix of  the school curriculum. In some schools it is being taught 
just once a week. Again, the lessons are being taught haphazardly 
often by teachers who are least prepared. Very few of  our schools 
perceive the importance of  in-service training for Catechism teach-
ers, while they insist on it with regard to other secular subjects. If  
our children have lost interest in Catechism, the reason is because 
we have not done our duty well. The mania for academic excellence 
has taken a great toll on faith formation. Another hindrance to 
faith formation in India is the spirit of  compromise especially in 
our educational institutions. Often in the name of  inter-religious 
dialogue, we forgo the sign of  the cross or we read the Gita or 
Koran vis-a-vis the Bible thereby endangering faith formation of  
the children. Lack of  catechetical materials is another set back to 
faith formation. The Church needs today faith formators who are 
convinced of  their faith, committed to their work, courageous to 
proclaim and are creative to communicate the Good News.

Director, Pastoral Centre, Shillong; 
President, NEISFCA

Barnes Mawrie SDB
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Personal Relationship
with Jesus  

One of  the more interesting is-
sues that one comes across in the 
2000 years history of  catechesis 
is the manner of  tackling the 
content of  faith education. This 
took the form of  “Catechisms”, 
viz. the systematic presentation 
of  the content of  catechesis. In 
17th and 18th centuries, there 
was even, what historians call, 
“the war of  catechisms”. A large 
majority opted for a dogmatic or 
even theological content. Then 
there were those who proposed a 
biblical or gospel based catechism. 
Still others followed a the liturgi-
cal year based content. There was 
also a catechism based on history 
and another with a strong politi-
cal and social justice orientation. 
Now, catechetical action cannot 
be reduced only to the transmis-
sion of  the content of  the faith 
(fides quae). It should necessarily 
include the formative action that 
helps the candidate to adhere to 
God in faith (fides qua). In fact, 
the content of  catechesis is pre-
sented in order that the candidate 
might better develop this person-
al relationship with God, and in 
particular with Jesus Christ. 

Coordinator, Dept. of  Catechesis 
Salesian University, Rome

Cyril de Souza SDB
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ocesan centre where intense study 
of  catechism and Bible, with lec-
tures, group discussions and eve-
ning performances merge into a 
deep experience. The participants 
numbering about 200, divided into 
groups, take active part in present-
ing what they learned, in local folk 
forms, with a sense of  commit-

ment and zest. The last week they 
entirely devote to presenting Bible 
plays which they script on themes 
studied during the month. Such 
attempts can easily be duplicated 
in every mission diocese if  young 
enterprising Christian leaders take 
the initiative.  
 On-going faith formation 

In the post Vatican years, pasto-
ral and retreat centres play a major 
role in on-going formation of  la-
ity. Some of  these offer very basic 
catechism classes too. Sadly, these 
training programmes are never 
obligatory and many laity keep off  
and continue to languish in their 
ignorance. The Bible quiz shows 
now made popular as television 
quiz shows, may not serve the pur-
pose of  faith education. However, 
these provide general knowledge 
on the Bible. Charismatic groups 
and Basic Christian communities 
have been playing a major role in 
igniting the faith and commitment 
of  the faithful. 
Real challenges of  faith 
education

Past generations of  Catholics 
may have grown up in a com-
munity and culture that con-
veyed sufficiently all they 
needed to receive about 
being Catholic. Family, 
relatives, neighbours, 
parish life with no-
venas, devotions, 
sodalities and so-
cieties, the strong 
impact of  
church schools, 
all converged 
to inform, edu-
cate and form 
their younger 
ones. Challeng-
ing questions did 
not continually 
assault the believ-
ing Catholic from 
within and out-
side the Church, 
as they do today. 
More and more 

we are questioned and challenged 
to justify and articulate our reli-
gious beliefs. 

Adult faith development means 
personal reflection in community 
and interiorizing the truths we 
cherish about God, in the chang-
ing context of  our lives, our so-
ciety and our world. The sure 
sign of  maturing in faith is one’s 
growth as disciples rooted in Je-
sus, living in the Church and world 
of  the 21st century. Such faith will 
express itself  in loving service.  

“Faith-formation is to bring 
people to a true encounter with 
God. It is to help them person-
ally to experience the character-
building power in religion. For this 
to happen, familiarity with God’s 
word is a sine qua non. The more 
Scripture is promoted among our 
people, and is read in an authentic 
and fruitful way, the better will be 
their transformation into genu-
ine disciples and apostles,” says 
Fr. Fio Mascarenhas of  Mumbai. 

Mumbai
We cannot commu-
nicate to today’s men 

and women us-
ing yesterday’s 

words and 
experienc-

es. Piere 
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daily life. According to Pastor-
theologian, Costa Alvarez-Liedo 
of  suburban Santiago, “Theology 
that is abstract and cerebral is up 
in the air, and does not touch our 
lives; it has no relevance to life, and 
gets removed from life. Children 
as they grow up need to see how 
and why elements of  faith are re-
lated to their lives. It is not enough 
to study Church teachings, but 
must also know why the church 
maintains certain things at certain 
times. In other words, catechism 
or faith education needs to evolve 
with times. Not just the style, but 
its content too. How can Christian 
faith show the way to hope, lead 
one to be self-less, forgiving, altru-
istic, caring for the needy, express-

ing love and concern?”
For example, if  Assumption is 

interpreted and explained as rec-
ognition and respect for women, 
and Resurrection as the assertion 
of  hope in desperate situations 
and the eventual victory of  good 
over all evil forces, or the parable 
of  the Good Samaritan explained 
as the need for helping those who 
have fallen by the wayside (the 
marginalized) in our midst, faith 
education would have become 
more relevant and meaningful to 
the people today.

Babin, the French communication 
specialist, already in 1964, suggest-
ed audiovisual catechesis as a suc-
cess formula. He considered story 
telling an important means of  
faith transmission, especially for 
us who inherit an oral culture. Our 
elders imparted values through the 
stories they narrated and the he-
roes they upheld. Today this func-
tion is assumed by media. Audio 
visual catechesis does not mean 
mere use of  the various media for 
narration. Instead media should be 
used creatively eliciting joyful and 
meaningful participation of  stu-
dents. Children have to be taught 
to recreate faith stories from their 
life experiences.  

Faith has to become part of  

Jacob Srampickal SJ
Professor, Communications

Pontifical Gregorian University  
  Rome

Arthur Ashe, the legendary Wimble-
don Champion was dying of  AIDS 
which he got due to infected blood he 
received during a heart surgery in 1983. 
From world over, he received letters 
from his fans, one of  which conveyed: 
“Why does GOD have to select you for 
such a bad disease”? 

To this Arthur Ashe replied: “The 
world over, 50 million  children start 
playing tennis, 5 million learn to play 
tennis, 500,000 learn professional tennis, 
50,000 come to the circuit, 5000 reach 
the  grand slam, 50 reach Wimbledon, 
4 to semi final, 2 to the finals, when I 
was holding a cup I never asked GOD  
‘Why me?’. And today in pain I should 
not be asking GOD ‘Why me?’”   

Happiness keeps you Sweet, Trials 
keep you Strong, Sorrow keeps you Hu-
man, Failure keeps you humble and Suc-
cess keeps you glowing. But only Faith 
& Attitude Keeps you going.. THAT’S 
LIFE

why me?
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Born on the feast of  Sts. Peter 
and Paul in 1927, in Chica-

go, Edward Joined the Patna mis-
sion of  the Jesuits as a young nov-
ice. Was ordained a priest in 1959. 
Soon after he embarked upon a 
catechetical ministry that contin-
ues till today. In May 1970 he was 
appointed first director of  Navjyoti 
Niketan, the regional pastoral cen-
tre for North India, in Patna.  For 
the next 18 years he travelled far 
and wide in and out of  the coun-
try, giving renewal programs. He 
has more than a dozen books to 
his credit, providing Scripture re-
flections, catechetical insights, and 
prayer experiences.  ‘Come Aside, 
Rest A while’, ‘Living Water’ etc. 
were widely used in religious cir-
cles. “Brother Ed” lives in Delhi, 
still engaged in writing and pasto-
ral counselling  

group which had kept the Sched-
uled Castes, tribals and outcastes 
enslaved for centuries. A part of  
the Social Liberation leadership 
also made its share of  blunders 
- understandably. It relied upon 
Marxist Analysis to explain the 
radically unjust structures of  In-
dian society.  With that the vicious 
ideology of  Marxist class struggle 
entered into Catholic circles es-
pecially among the intellectuals. 
These Movements rightly evoked 
both praise and resistance from 
the Indian hierarchy and from the 
Vatican.
 •How did you contribute 
to inculturation?

 At Navjyoti we vernacularized 
the teachings on Vatican II into 
Hindi, the national language. We 
also encouraged dozens of  smaller 
vernacular groups to do their own 
inculturation, in close dialogue 
with their bishops. The same for 
the Social Liberation Movement. 
I must say that the Ignatian peda-
gogy of  Discernment of  Spirits 
and Having a Sense of  the Church 
(“Sensus Ecclesiae”) helped im-
mensely to maintain a balance. We 
were updating Church community 
leaders, who came to Navjyoti 
for training. On their return they 
shared the new learning in their 
parishes. Personal renewal was 

• What was the specific fo-
cus in your ministry of  faith 
formation?

 When we started Navjyoti Ni-
ketan, Patna, the 2nd catechetical 
centre of  India    after NBCLC in 
Bangalore, we had to cater to 40 
dioceses and hundreds of  millions 
of  people. It was a time when the 
Church was invited to change by 
the teachings of  the Vatican II. As 
a result, two much needed move-
ments gained momentum in the 
Indian Church. One was incul-
turation, to offset the “foreign” 
appearance of  Christianity. The 
other was for social (and eco-
nomic) liberation to overcome the 
“outcaste syndrome”. In its initial 
stages the inculturation movement 
made an understandable but costly 
error: it practically restricted itself  
to focusing on the majority culture 
of  the Brahminical Caste - the very 

Faith Formation 
A Challenge

Edwin Daly SJ

“Imparting a truly contextualized for-
mation is today’s major challenge” 

lumiNariES
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the major aim of  each course. We 
trained full-time diocesan teams 
ready to impart the teaching of  
Vatican II.  
 How do you see the growth 
of  faith communities in 
North India over the years?      

 In the first decade Navjyoti was 
the Regional Pastoral Centre for 
the whole of  North India. Within 
ten years, numerous others came 
up. With their support, the Catho-
lic Charismatic Renewal Move-
ment flourished doing excellent 
service in helping people to per-
sonalize their faith and broaden it 
to include ecclesial and apostolic 
dimensions. We also offered train-
ing in inner healing workshops of  
10 days. These addressed the very 
deep need for healing of  wounded 
memories and broken relation-
ships. Such growth brought us ex-
ceptional joy. 
 How did the hierarchy 
collaborate in your faith 
formation ministry?

 From the beginning I realized 
that personal relationship with the 
bishops of  the Region was the 
most important element in my 
ministry. During the 18 years at 
Navjyoti, the bishops became not 
just essential collaborators but real 
friends. Without their generous, 
trusting collaboration I could not 
have survived very long in this de-
manding ministry.
 what is the status of  
catechetical training in the 
country today?   

 Today the NBCLC continues to 
offer faith-formation courses to 

clergy, religious and English-speak-
ing groups seeking personal and 
professional renewal. The Centre 
has published an excellent series of  
Faith-Education texts and catechist 
guidebooks in English. Regional 
Pastoral Centres have published 
their own inculturated faith-edu-
cation texts and guidelines. These 
are matters of  deep consolation. 
Small Christian Community (SCC) 
movement sprouted in the 1980’s, 
was very providential and extreme-
ly effective for Bible-sharing and 
community building. The SCC uses 
as its base a Bible-sharing method 
which comes from the interna-
tional centre at LUMKO, South 
Africa. Today, barely three decades 
later, the SCC movement and the 
so-called “LUMKO Method” for 
Bible sharing in small groups are 
widespread in Africa, South/North 
America, India and many countries 
of  Asia. A few years ago in Del-
hi, at a meeting about how to use 
the LUMKO method in the SCC 
to promote Bible-sharing, one of  
the young leaders voiced the deep 
hope of  countless animators all 
over the world: “If  the Catholic 
Church is ever going to learn and 
live by the teachings of  Vatican 
II, it will be through the SCC and 
Lumko methods.” To these words 
I say a thousand Amens! 
 Are young men who be-
come priests today enough 
grounded in faith to face 
modern challenges?

In the last ten years there has been 
a dramatic shift in the ethnic origin 
of  priestly and religious vocations 
in India. Today there are more can-

We leaders must dare to ask our 
people systematically, “Are we 

on the same wave-length? Are we getting 
through to you? Do we understand your 
deepest needs and those of our country?
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didates from the Scheduled Tribes 
and Scheduled Castes communi-
ties. This I think holds great hope 
for more effective evangelization 
of  our ST and SC peoples. The 
new priests know and love the 
poor, since they themselves have 
known what it means to be poor. 
On the other hand, this fact is a 
challenge to vocation promoters, 
who have to discern their real 
motivations. The key motto in 
many of  our seminaries today is 
“contextualized formation”. It is 
yet to be evaluated whether such 
an incarnational formation is be-
ing imparted effectively since 
such a formation is much more 
demanding on the staff  than the 
older practice.  
“Every Christian is a 
missionary”. How far is 
this found in the lives of  
Christians?  

 Are all of  us living it? It seems 
to me that this grand theme is 
conspicuously absent even in our 
high-profile Christian leaders’ 
public discourse and their per-
sonal lives.  
 what about the witness-
ing element in the Indian 
church?

 I believe in India we are too of-
ten taken up with the less urgent, 
even peripheral issues.  
 what special message do 
you have for the church in 
India today?

Good John XXIII, Pope of  the 
II Vatican Council, when asked 
about his leadership said, “My 
job is not to lead the People of  
God. My job is to listen to, and 
to discern the lead of  the Holy 
Spirit in the People of  God!” The 
corollary of  this great prophetic 
statement is that we leaders must 
dare to ask our people systemati-
cally, “Are we on the same wave-
length? Are we getting through 
to you? Do we understand your 
deepest needs and those of  our 
country?”

“
“

Sr. Sheela FS
Bangalore
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faith aCtiVE
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On July 20, 2010 Amit 
Jethwa (33), was shot 

dead outside the Gujarat High 
Court in Ahmedabad. He had 
been an active crusader against 
illegal mining in the Gir forest. 
Laxman Dodiya (50), a Surat-
based shopkeeper, was killed on 
February 11, 2010 following his 
refusal to withdraw an application 
seeking information on illegal 
electricity connections in the city. 
Satish Shetty (38), a noted Pune-
based activist, despite repeated 

RTI: Real  
Transparent India! 

threats to his family was murdered 
on January 13. These are but a few 
examples of  the martyrs of  the 
Right to Information Act (RTI). 

October 2010 marks the fifth 
anniversary of  the implementa-
tion of  the Right to Information 
Act (RTI) in India. It has been 
hailed as a revolutionary move 
in the post-independence era of  
the country. The objective was to 
check corrupt practices and give 
people a powerful tool to ensure 
transparency in public administra-

tion. The justification for the RTI 
Act is that every citizen of  the 
country is entitled to know how 
their tax money is spent and take 
appropriate actions if  s/he is not 
satisfied. 

The RTI Act can be applied to 
the obvious public sector bodies 
and to any body owned, controlled 
or substantially financed directly 
or indirectly by funds provided 
by the appropriate Government. 
The RTI includes the rights to 
1) Inspect works, documents and 

October 2010 marks the 5th anniversary of  the implementation of  the Right to Information 
(RTI) Act. An exploration into the possibilities and opportunities ensured by this Act. 

The justification for the 
RTI Act is that every cit-

izen of the country is entitled 
to know how their tax money 
is spent

“
“
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records; 2) Take notes, extracts or 
certified copies of  documents or 
records; 3) Take certified samples 
of  material; 4) Obtain information 
in form of  printouts, diskettes, 
floppies, tapes, videos, cassettes or 
in any other electronic mode. 

Five Years of  RTI Act
It is too early to make an assess-

ment of  the performance of  this 
Act, in a vast country like ours. 
However, there are sufficient indi-
cations as to how it is likely to fare 
in India. They suggest the chal-
lenges that our civil society and 
church should take up in creating 
transparency in their respective 
domains. 

The RTI Act symbolizes people’s 
power. There have been many suc-
cess stories of  the use of  the RTI 
Act. They include stories of  na-
tional importance such as the mor-
atorium declared on BT brinjal and 
individual stories such as getting a 
passport within a month after fil-
ing RTI, which had been pending 
for eight months. Activists groups 
have sprung up in many parts of  
the country to check corruption 
using the RTI Act. Many commu-
nity portals have been created on 
the Internet offering guidelines in 
using the RTI Act. 

The RTI Act has begun to ex-
pose its weak sides also. For in-
stance, implementation of  the 
RTI has produced many martyrs 
to transparency. Some activists 
have been killed and hundreds 
have been tortured or harassed. 

We do not have a truly indepen-
dent agency to investigate against 
corruption charges. In the exist-
ing system, action is to be taken 
by people who are hand in glove 
with the perpetrators of  the same 
crime. Central Vigilance Commis-
sion, the CBI or the state vigilance 
departments are all functioning 
under the same political and ad-
ministrative system which people 
try to expose. It leaves us little 
hope.  

Recourse to the RTI Act can ex-

pose corrupt people. But it is dif-
ficult to nail anybody for corrup-
tion. Our legal system is such that 
there are many loopholes for the 
corrupt to escape. Unless and un-
til our legal system is revised, the 
utility of  the RTI Act will remain 
less than the optimum. 

Challenges for the Civil Society
The primary challenge for the 

civil society is to encourage people 
to use the RTI Act. People are not 
sufficiently aware of  the Act, es-
pecially in rural India. Apparently, 
many people have become com-
placent to tolerate corruption as 
an accepted Indian way of  public 
life. According to The Transpar-
ency International, in 2009, India 
ranks 84 in a list of  180 countries 
notorious for public-sector cor-
ruption. 

It is unlikely that political parties 
would be enthusiastic about the 
RTI. Ultimately, it is most prob-
able to prove self-defeating to 
them. Hence it is the duty of  the 
civil society to conscientize people 
about the Act. But then, can we 
ever find in India a zone free of  
party-politics, where the rights of  
the citizens are catered to? Media 
definitely have a major share to play 
in popularizing the power relegat-
ed to people by the provisions of  
this Act. Our civil society is yet to 
recognize leaders outside the field 
of  politics. Activists standing for 
the cause of  people are also true 
leaders. Substantial discussions are 
still take place on the correlation 
between effective democracy and 
transparency in public affairs. 
Challenges for the church

The promising strides of  the 
RTI Act offer the Indian church 
many challenges. It needs to back 
up the civil society to push for-
ward the potentials of  the RTI 
Act. The church has to mobilize 
its social service machinery and 
other resources to effectively get 
across the message of  the RTI Act 
to people. In addition, the church 
is to preach and practice the value 

of  transparency in public life. 
If  at all the church is to speak 

seriously about the RTI Act, the 
church needs to become a fellow-
ship of  transparency. But a trans-
parent church always risks itself  
being vulnerable with the commu-
nity and the world. For example, 
in 2 Corinthians 1:12-2:4, St. Paul, 
in all his transparency, explains to 
the Corinthians why he changed 
his travel plans and did not follow 
through on the itinerary he had 
previously given them. He also ex-
plains why he wrote them a severe 
letter of  discipline after the painful 
visit. 

All the faithful have a right to 
know how the funds of  the church 
are gained and used; how the insti-
tutions are run and appointments 
are made. When transparency lacks 
in these matters, church would 
look like a mystery, but sadly not 
in a theological sense. The wide 
appeal made to the RTI Act and 
the enthusiasm with which it has 
been received in many quarters 
of  the country should push the 
Indian church to become increas-
ingly transparent. It is definitely 
less than the ideal for the church 
to learn the lessons of  transpar-
ency from the civil society. How-
ever, transparency would be the 
surest step towards reinforcing 
the church’s credibility inside and 
outside the faith community. Only 
such a church would be given ears 
by men and women.  

       at all the church 
is to speak seriously 
about the RTI Act, 
the church needs to 
become a fellowship 
of transparency.’’

“If

Moral Theologian

Mathew 
Illathuparampil                                                                                                                                     

St. Joseph’s Pont. Seminary                                                                                   
Aluva
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(18:12). Instead, the tax collector 
implores God’s mercy (18:13). 
He went away justified, says Jesus 
(18:14). The source of  your good-
ness and worth is God’s mercy and 
compassion. The good will and 
compassion of  your fellow be-
ings also might contribute to the 
quality of  your life. That being the 
case, you are obliged to be grateful 
to God and to your fellow beings. 
It is then that you experience sal-
vation.         

3. Jesus tells this parable to those 
who put their trust in themselves. 
They pretended to be righteous 
and despised others (18:9).This is 
the attitude of  the Pharisee de-
picted in the parable. Jesus invites 
you to get rid of  such self  destruc-
tive attitudes from your life. Jesus 
intends to say that you are not ex-
pected to be totally self-sufficient. 
Instead, you must lead your life 
depending on God and on your 
fellow beings. You must have the 
openness to receive from God and 
from others. It is then that you be-
come justified and saved.

 Oct 31: 31st Sunday
 Lk. 19: 1-10 Context and Theme

Two events occur in Jericho - 
a blind man’s cure and Zacheus’ 
salvation. The blind man is gifted 
with physical sight while Zacheus 
receives inner sight and salvation. 
The blind man prays, “Lord I want 
to see”. Zacheus too “desired to 
see Jesus”. Message

1. Zacheus desired to see Jesus 
(19: 3-4). Just before that the blind 
man cries out to Jesus “Lord let 
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 Oct 24: 30th Sunday
 Lk 18:9-14
Context and Theme

Today’s Gospel is part of  the fi-
nal stretch of  Jesus’ journey to Je-
rusalem (9:51-19:46). What awaits 
him there is crucifixion and death. 
So he prepares his disciples to 
accept this reality (17:20-25). He 
exhorts them to persevere in faith 
(18:2-8) until his coming at the 
end of  times (18:1). He further 
tells them a parable that epitomiz-
es the qualities of  genuine prayer 
(18:9-14).   
 Message

1. The Gospel draws our atten-
tion to the prayer of  the Pharisee 
and his attitude before God: “I am 
not a sinner like the rest of  men” 
(18:11). He maintains, “I am right, 
they are wrong” (I am OK; you 
are not OK).  This attitude is to-
tally unacceptable to Jesus and he 
condemns it. What is your attitude 
to those in your family, workplace 
or neighbourhood? Do you deal 
with them as if  you are perfect and 
they are not? Even if  you frequent 
the sacraments and are faithful 
to prayers, don’t deceive yourself  
thinking you are holy and better 
than others. Because this was the 
only problem with the Pharisee of  
Jesus’ parable too.

2. The Pharisee glorifies him-
self  in his ‘good deeds’ and is 
convinced of  his salvation on its 
basis. That is why he lays empha-
sis on his fasting and almsgiving 
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ment that deals with resurrection 
of  the dead. Not only does Jesus 
emphatically uphold resurrection 
and after life, but also explicates 
the specificities of  such a life 
(20:35-36).
 Message 

1. The Sadducees had the aim 
of  establishing their argument 
about afterlife. They quote the 
Scriptures in order to achieve this 
end. Jesus pins them down and 
tells them that they are completely 
mistaken. When you befriend the 
Scriptures to suit your personal 
views, chances are that you go 
wrong. Instead, when you shape 
your views and perspectives in ac-
cordance with the Word of  God, 
you will be saved. The Scripture 
embodies the will of  God. You 
have to shape yourself  in accor-
dance with the will of  God, rather 
than coaxing God to fall in line 
with your plans and projects. 

2. Sons of  the Kingdom (age of  
resurrection) neither marry nor 
are given in marriage (20:35). On 
the contrary they are like angels 
and are sons of  God. That means, 
no one possesses the other in the 
sense of  “mine” - “my” wife or 
“my” husband etc. Instead, ev-
eryone ultimately “belongs” to 
God. You are called to nurture 
those dear to you to the stature 
of  a child of  God, to belong only 
to God. You may always have 
the temptation to keep them as 
“yours”. When you outgrow this 
temptation and let them be the 
possession of  God, you in turn 
become a worthy child of  God fit 
for the age of  resurrection. 

Nov 14: 33rd Sunday
LK 21: 5-19
Context and Theme

Luke describes Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem (19:28-44) and later into 
the Temple (19:45). He is shown 
as teaching and discoursing with 
the Jews (19:47). At the end of  
it he prophesies the destruction 
of  Jerusalem temple (21:5-6). 
Asked about the signs that will 

me see” (18:41). The blind man 
receives his sight from Jesus. Jesus 
is the object of  Zacheus’ desire to 
see. Recognize that Jesus is the one 
who gives you sight and it is He 
who should be the object of  your 
vision. So let your daily prayer be 
“Lord, that I may see; that you be 
my vision”. Let your daily striving 
be to see Jesus.

2. “Today salvation has come 
to this house, said Jesus” (19:9). 
When did he declare it? It is neither 
when he met Zacheus, nor when 
he entered the man’s house. Only 
when Zacheus announces his de-
cision to share his wealth (19:18) 
does Jesus declare him saved. It 
was the moment that Zacheus as-
sumed the point of  view of  Jesus. 
Salvation will dawn upon you not 
as much as when you meet Jesus 
as when you opt for a paradigm 
shift - a shift into the perspective 
of  Jesus. Have you imbibed the vi-
sion of  Jesus? When you do that 
you become his true disciple. 

3. Zacheus makes a sincere ef-
fort to see Jesus (19:3-4). Jesus 
meanwhile was seeing his effort 
and goodwill. That is why Jesus 
looked up when he reached un-
der the Sycamore tree (19:5). The 
truth about your life is that Jesus 
is seeing you and all your efforts. 
This knowledge can turn you life 
upside down, transforming it for 
the better. So make an earnest ef-
fort to grow in the awareness of  
Jesus and his constant gaze upon 
you.   
 
 Nov. 7: 32nd Sunday 
 Lk. 20:27-38 Context and Theme

Luke, in Chapter 19:47 - 21:38, 
recounts the ministry of  Jesus 
in Jerusalem. The Jewish leaders 
confront him (20:1-8) for whip-
ping the traders and money chang-
ers out of  the Temple (19:45-46). 
This is followed by arguments and 
counter arguments between Jesus 
and the Jewish leaders. Today’s 
Gospel highlights one such argu-
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be a prelude to the destruction, 
Jesus speaks about hardships and 
persecutions (21:7-19), about the 
fall of  Jerusalem (21: 20-24), and 
finally foretells the coming of  the 
Son of  Man (21:25-33). Today’s 
gospel is the prophecy about the 
persecutions and hardships that 
will anticipate the coming of  the 
Son of  Man. 
Message

1. Jesus teaches you that suffer-
ings, persecution and confinement 
are golden opportunities given to 
you for Christian witness (21:13). 
You are invited to treat the painful 
and agonizing moments of  your 
life as an occasion to witness Jesus. 
Because none other than the cru-
cified Jesus is your Master. In your 
sufferings you increasingly come 
closer to your Crucified master. 
In those moments you are not left 
alone. Rather the crucified Jesus is 
present on the other side of  your 
cross. If  you can remember this, 
you would be able to transform 
all the moments of  your suffering 
into moments of  courageous wit-
ness to Christ. 

2. Jesus tells that by undergoing 
sufferings and persecutions one 
will gain his life forever (21:19). 
This seems to be contradictory as 
suffering and persecution can dev-
astate you in the course of  time. 
This is the explicit reality that you 
see around today. But Jesus tells 
that such suffering can help you 
to enter into eternal life. But how? 
If, in those of  moments of  suf-
ferings, you are able to experience 
the closeness of  Jesus, then you 
will not get disheartened and put 
out. Rather you extend your life to 
eternity. Because His promise to 
you is “not a single hair of  your 
head will perish” (21:18). So your 
discipleship obliges you to discov-
er and experience Jesus present 
in you; He is closer to you in the 
moments of  your sufferings. This 
is the way to transform yourself  
making you fit for eternity, yes to 
inherit eternal life.
     Dr. Jacob Naluparayil MCBS
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footpriNtS

Bp. Francisco 
Claver 
Jan. 20, 1929 - Jul. 1, 2010

Claver was born on 20 
January 1929, in Bontoc, 

glance at the life of  ‘tall’ Christian leaders/personalities who         
have passed away, leaving a legacy of  faith and loving service 
for the Christian community to emulate.A

Raimundo Panikkar  
Nov. 3, 1918- Aug. 26, 2010 

“Dear Friends…I would 
like to communicate with you 
that the moment has come to 
withdraw from all public activity. 
I will continue to be close to 
you in a deeper way, through 
silence and prayer. In the same 
way I would ask you to be close 
to me in this last period of  my 
existence. You have often heard 
me say that a person is a knot 
in a network of  relationships; in 
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taking my leave from you I would 
like to thank you from the depths 
of  my heart for having enriched 
me with the relationship I have 
had with each of  you… Thank-
ful for the gift of  life, which is 
so only if  lived in communion 
with others: it is with this spirit 
that I have lived out my ministry.” 
Panikkar wrote this on January 
26, 2010 from his residence in 
Tavertet. After six months, on 
Aug, 26, he died in his home. He 
was 91.                             

Raimundo spent his childhood 
in Barcelona. His mother, Carme 
Alemany, was a Spanish Catholic 
and his father Ramuni Panikkar, 
a Hindu from India. Raymondo 
had 3 doctorates to his credit – in 
Philosophy, Chemistry and Theol-
ogy. He authored 40 books and 
900 articles. His major books are 
‘The Vedic Experience’ and ‘The 
Unknown Christ of  Hinduism’. 
Over a period of  thirty years he 
maintained intense contact with 
India. Talking about himself, 
Panikkar once said “I started as 
a Christian; I discovered I was a 
Hindu and returned as a Buddhist 
without ever having ceased to be 
a Christian”.

Philippines. Ordained priest of  the So-
ciety of  Jesus, he became the Bishop 
in Nationa at the age of  40, and later 
in Malaybalay, Philippines. He was a 
strong supporter of  Basic Ecclesial 
Communities and an outspoken, clear-
minded opponent of  the evils of  mar-
tial law. This won him much respect at 
home and abroad. The Catholic Bish-
ops’ Conference of  the Philippines de-
scribed Bishop Claver as “one of  the 
strongest defenders of  civil rights durn-
ing Ferdinand E. Marcos’ martial law.” 
Claver responded to the abuses of  mar-
tial law with a series of  pastoral letters. 

Father Luciano 
Colussi
Jan. 30, 1924 - Oct. 11, 2010

Salesian Father Luciano Colus-
si, vicar-general of  Krishnagar 
Diocese, passed away on Octo-
ber 11 at the Salesian Provincial 
House, Kolkata. He was 86. An 
Italian by birth, Colussi entered 
the Salesian congregation and 
came to India on August 13, 
1939, and was ordained priest, 
December 7, 1950.

He had become “Baba”(father) 
to all through his work for the 
needy, orphaned and homeless 
people. A pioneer of  child cat-
echism in the diocese, he wrote 
several books based on Bible sto-
ries. The Christian family maga-
zine “Jibon Bani” was his contri-
bution to Bengali literature. He 
was the director of  St. Joseph 
Press, Krishnagar, and published 
Christian literature and religious 
books. He was a good singer 
and a hymn writer, too.  Sanjibani 
Pastoral Centre established by 
Colussi in 1994, is a venue for 
various training courses, semi-
nars, retreats, etc. He also es-
tablished the Diocesan Pastoral 
Council (Christo Biswasi Parishad) 
which caters to the overall devel-
opment of  the diocese.   “Christo 
Mandir,” a museum of  Christian 
Salvation history, is the attractive 
religious place in Nadia district. 
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The film is set in a fictitious 
State, Mukhya Pradesh. It 

is set in the background of  im-
minent National elections. In the 
village of  Peepli, two poor farm-
ers, Natha (Omkar Das Manikpuri) 
and his unmarried elder brother 
Budhia (Raghuvir Yadav) face the 
threat of  losing their land over 
an unpaid government loan. The 
typically apathetic local politician 
advises that one of  them commit 
suicide to benefit from the gov-
ernment aid of  one lakh rupees. 
The drunken conversation of  the 
brothers overheard by a journalist 
is carried in local newspapers next 
day, under the header “A Death 
Foretold in Peepli Village.”  

 I can never forget the satiri-
cal scenes which show how the 
caretakers of  the Indian State try 
to prevent Natha’s suicide. The in-
difference of  the bureaucracy is 
best captured in the casual refrain 
of  the agriculture secretary: “We 
must wait for the court’s order.” 
The `Lal Bahadur’ hand pump gift-

“PEEPLI [LIVE]”
ed to Natha lies useless for want 
of  accessories, like many of  the 
rural development projects that 
never work. Dalit leader Pappu Lal 
gifts Natha a huge television set! 
The star reporter, doing her best 
to exude sympathy, says, “Don’t be 
afraid, this camera cannot do any-
thing.” Well, the TV cameras do an 
awful lot of  things in Peepli Live, 
and not all of  it is of  a salutary na-
ture. No film has done such out-
landish caricature of  our present 
day TV news stars as does Peepli 
Live.   Does NDTV that collabo-
rated in the production of  the film 
realize that even their present sta-
tus is not much different?   

This clearly highlights the mod-
ernization theory of  development 
which fails to answer the people’s 
real needs. And there are the State 
officials who go through their en-
tire gamut of  garibi-hatao schemes, 
only to realize that the schemes 
never reach the right places. It 
makes you laugh but think and 
feel as well. Rizvi collates elements 

from the theatre of  the absurd to 
craft her tricky portrait of  a grim 
scenario that urban Indian movie-
goers are rarely, if  ever, exposed 
to. 

 The old nanny on her bed 
shouting at everything that goes 
on, with no one giving heed to her 
is a strong symbol for rural India. 
Premchand’s  Hori  (from Godaan) 
comes alive to die selling his land’s 
mud at the brick kiln, which tells 
that colonial village India has nev-
er changed till this day. And that 
is a truth our rulers need to sit up 
and note.

 The positive power of  media is 
brought in through the small-town 
reporter Rakesh, who is the voice 
of  our conscience. He tells us that 
media often do not take the signif-
icant stories to their rightful con-
clusions. And who decides these 
conclusions? 

 The show ends by informing the 
audience that “8 million farmers 
quit agriculture in India between 
1991 and 2001.” But the film is 
more about the failure of  our sys-
tems that should serve our people. 
Peepli Live ranks among the best 
of  films in the last 10 years. It has 
its heart in the right place - India’s 
villages where “every one loves a 
flood”.   

 The high point of  the film in-
deed is its smart and subtle script. 
The life-like portrayals add a re-
freshing authenticity to the film. 
Handpicking the actors mostly 
from Habib Tanvir’s famed Naya 
Theatre troupe was indeed a coup 
for debutant director Anusha Rizvi. 
The new cast do their parts so well 
that one wonders why the poor In-
dian audiences bow to super stars!  

 Peepli Live is a coming of  age 
Hindi film. Earlier if  Praksh Jha 
(Damul), Gautam Ghosh (Paar), 
Govind Nihalni (Aakrosh) and 
Shyam Benegal (Ankur and Nis-
hant) used cinematic realism to ex-
plore rural exploitation and back-
wardness, it is humour and satire 
that Anusha Rizvi has relied on. 
Pray PEEPLI LIVE wins the Os-
car. It rips open the mask behind 
which India lives! 

Jacob Srampickal SJ
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The Commonwealth Games are on. If  
the trend continues we may come up to a 
second in the medal list. That indeed is a 
matter of  relief. It was in 2003 that India 
won the toss to host the 19th Common-
wealth games, 2010. The then BJP Gov-
ernment welcomed it as part of  making 
“India Shine”. There are people who say 
CWG is a remnant of  the Colonial rule 
and India should evade it at any cost. Oth-
ers would prefer that we use the huge sum 
of  money to house the poor, to build hos-
pitals etc. for the common man. Voices for 
the game and advancement of  sports are 
also loud. But what created more furor at 
the eve of  the event is something else.  

On October 20th a canopy erected at 
the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium fell, injur-
ing an additional deputy commissioner of  
police and another policeman. At around 
3.10 pm, on October 21st, when some 
welding work was going on, the 95 meter 
long over-bridge connecting a car park 
with the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium col-
lapsed, injuring 27 persons. The media 
declared: “24 hours to save the Common-
wealth Games.” At last the Prime Minister 
stepped in for immediate crisis manage-
ment, a step much overdue. He rushed 
in the military and paramilitary forces, all 
the resources he could lay hands on. The 
last minute patch up, overblown budgets, 
jeering crowds at the inaugural, all point to 
one malady of  this ‘great’ country.  

CWG has once again exposed one of  
India’s inherent weaknesses. What could 
that be? Lack of  meticulous planning, 
time bound implementation, and perfect 

fiNal  Cut

execution.  
We do not have dearth of  expertise 

or personnel but we lack coordination 
and creative leadership; and we lag be-
hind other nations which have lesser re-
sources and smaller human capital. We 
sleep over our dreams and wake up to 
find ourselves caught by surprise. The 
‘make up’ of  the last minute then weighs 
on the pocket of  the tax payer and ‘robs’ 
the developmental budget. 

A task assumed in 2003 should have 
been over by 2009 and the games village 
should have been ready to be handed 
over, at least 6 months ahead. This In-
dian weakness is ubiquitous from the 
village office up to the Rashtrapathi 
Bhavan, from the village farmer to the 
sophisticated Executive in the air-condi-
tioned office of  any Metro city. 

India is dreaming to be among the su-
per powers. That to happen, we need to 
learn professionalism, transparency and 
systematically planned action. We must 
shed our lethargy which slows down 
our developmental efforts. If  Indians 
in strategic positions could gather such 
momentum and will power as displayed 
by a few individuals like E. Sreedharan 
of  the Delhi Metros or our former Pres-
ident APJ Abdul Kalaam, all our villages 
would have electricity, drinking water 
and transportation; leave alone a roof  
over every head! 

Such is the minimum expected to be 
able to compete with the advancing na-
tions of  the world. That will truly be an 
“India Shining”.

the malaise holding back India’s development

Son of  Man
38 Smart Companion India   October 2010

A Wake up Call
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