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“I have never faced such violence and atrocity in my entire life,” said Baba 
Ramdev after the midnight crackdown on his hunger strike. The police 

had used force to remove him in maiden clothes out of  the Ramleela grounds. 
If  he calls this violence he has not tasted real violence yet!

Addressing a press conference at Haridwar, on June 9, 2011, his trusted lieu-
tenant, Acharya Balkrishna disclosed the total assets of  Ramdev as Rs. 11,000 
crores of  which Rs 751.02 crore, he claimed was used on charities. Even this 
mere declaration has shocked ordinary Indian citizens, who had at one stage 
naively supported Baba. They immediately sensed something fishy. Ramdev is a 
living contradiction: a CROREPATI combating corruption!

 The mind-boggling tales of  corruption   sparked off  with Suresh Kalmadi, 
the main ‘player’ at the Commonwealth Games. A.M.Raja, the Telecom minis-
ter, whose caprices due to  power dictated the goings on in the national capital, 
followed suit. The immensity of  the 2G Spectrum scandal surprised every tax 
payer. Whoever imagined that M.K. Kanimozhi, the erudite daughter of  Karu-
nanidhi would be led to Tihar jail! The list is unending…the latest facing the 
music  is Dayanidhi Maran, the Textile Minister, accused of  amassing 700 crore 
in a Malaysian deal. 

All these VIPs are part of  the legislature or executive, the   institutions 
pledged to protect and safeguard the citizens, and they looted them shamelessly. 

The people thought the Judiciary would support them. Unfortunately, neither 
was it free from corruption. A number of  judges including the much acclaimed 
Chief  Justice of  the Supreme Court, K.G. Balakrishnan, are facing corruption 
charges. Like the fence eating the crop!

Who unearthed all these stories?  Of  course the media. Fed up with the Leg-
islature, Judiciary and the Executive, people pinned their hopes on the media. 
But alas! Media too had burned their fingers at the revelations of  the Radia 
tape.

Among this people rose the khadi-clad Anna Hazare as a ‘Saviour’. He 
received unforeseen support. The mass following  symbolized the popular dis-
content brewing against corruption, nepotism and highhandedness.  

Probably it was the popularity that Hazare enjoyed that encouraged Baba 
Ramdev to go on a hunger strike. But people immediately recognized that 
Ramdev is no Hazare.  

Vera Alvares,   who participated in a protest march wrote: “On 7th June 
in response to some SMSs,  I attended the ‘funeral procession of  Democ-
racy’ in Bandra, starting at Mehboob Studios and ending at Bandra station. 
When I took the decision to join I only knew that it was a protest by people 

against corruption and had nothing to do with any political party. Christians 
as Indians need to take interest in issues that affect the civil society on the 

whole …We need to act now!”
 Vera’s is a ‘wake up’ call. Christians must be part of  people’s movements 

in the country. We must cross self-made borders to involve in problems that 
suffocate our society.  The Christian call is to become “salt and leaven” in our 
society with a pro-active, collaborative stand.  For that, we need to educate our-
selves in the political and social reality of  our country. And above all muster the 
courage to stand up and be counted. For, if  we don’t stand up for something, 
we may fall for everything.

Be Salt and Leaven
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READERS’  V oICESrEadErS’   VoiCES

We invite our readers to send us your thoughts, opinions 
and comments on the articles carried in this issue. This 

column is meant to encourage a lively exchange of  ideas be-
tween the readers and the editorial team. Your contributions can 
further compliment and clarify what is covered within the space 
limit. Do continue to get back to us with your ‘voices’.
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Editor

Romero a Saint? 
The article on Romero raises 

many questions, especially about 
his canonization. He is indeed 
a role model for the pastors of  
the Church. He did lay down 
his life for ‘his sheep’ and stood 
with them in their struggle for 
freedom and dignity. I think Jesus 
would have done the same in 
Latin America. The basic tenant 
of  love is justice. Romero took 
the courage to speak the truth 
without fear. If  we had more of  
such pastors the Church would be 
renewed much faster. It is surpris-
ing that Rome has not moved on 
this. Being very far from a reality 
that Romero found himself, it may 
be difficult for Vatican Cardinals 
to assess the evangelical force that 
this man was! The other day I 
heard someone say, ‘many whom 
we canonize here on earth may not 
be in heaven. And those whom 
we don’t canonize are saints in 
the minds of  people’. Some truth 
there, I think.

Cajetan D’Souza, 
Dubai.

Touching interview
In the interview with Bishop 

Sebastian I liked his vision to be a 
fraternal presence among people 
of  different cultures. His view of  
evangelization, if  practiced genu-
inely, will certainly make us more 
like Christian and non-threatening 
as well. I appreciate him for his 
genuine interest in involving 
women in Church administration. 
That is going against the trend. 

That tells something about the 
man. I hope Buxar becomes rich 
in faith and commitment under his 
guidance. 

George Bastian, 
Mumbai

Civic Sense
Allwyn Fernandes’ article on the 

need for an increased civic sense 
in Christians was very welcome 
and timely. Often Christians tend 
to follow the example of  their 
Hindu counterparts and do things 
like them. As Christians living in 
a multi-cultural context, we need 
to hold on to the essentials of  our 
faith. For example, life crosses are 
to be welcomed and venerated 
rather than stone/wooden crosses. 
I agree external signs are impor-
tant but not at the cost of  public 
interest. A good Christian follows 
his Christian conscience and not 
the wrong-doings of  others.  

Aloysius George,
 Delhi

  

Canon Law made simple!
I was always tempted to think 

that Canon Law goes above my 
head and that it has nothing to do 
with me. Going through the Easter 
issue I found Canon Counsel a 
very welcome column. I am sure 
there are many like me, who are 
ignorant of  such details. Knowing 
is always good to be on the right 
path. I would wish that COMPAN-
ION brings more topics under this 
column so that ordinary persons 
like me can get enlightened. Keep 
it going. 

Veronica Alva, 
Mangalore

Parish groups
I was inspired by Jacob Sram-

pickal’s sharing on his experiences 
of  parish groups. That would be a 
very fine way of  empowering the 
laity in a parish. However, I feel the 
process is not as simple as it ap-
pears. We need good, open minded 
and confident parish priests; we 
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Victor Edwin’s article on Western-Muslim rift 
was indeed an eye opener. It is in no way an easy 
task to trust Muslims today. I do have many per-
sonal friends among them who are very good and 
helpful. But when it comes to a controversial is-
sue they tend to join the majority. When examples 
are quoted as for example, about mistreatment of  
Christians in Pakistan and the like, they say it is 
media make! I found Edwin’s article very enlight-
ening, logical and historically valid. It questions 
the way I look at Muslims. And yet, somewhere 
within the fear remains. I am not fully convinced. 
Prejudices, would you call it? Or, the academic 
level differs from the common man’s perceptions? 

Aloysius Saldanha, Karwar

A trust too challenging!



READERS’  V oICESrEadErS’   VoiCES

Joseph Mattam to express freely 
his views on leadership in the 
Church. He has proved without 
doubt, on the basis of  God’s 
Word, that the style of  leader-
ship we carry forward now is not 
evangelical. That is a serious issue 
and we need to heed his voice 
as prophetic. I hope the Church 
leadership responds positively 
to such messages and give a new 
style to their functioning and 
presence with the people.  With-
out such changes, the Church 
would be very far from Jesus 
Christ and His Gospel. That 
would be self-destructive as well. 
I wonder why even after knowing 
the reason for pomp and props in 
the Church, why they find it very 
hard to come down from their 
pedestals! Poor Nazarene…

Martin Palackal, 
Bhuvaneswar

need laity who are willing to devote 
time and energy in the parish, we 
need good training and an atmo-
sphere of  give and take. Unfor-
tunately, as of  today all these are 
wanting. Parish priests consider it 
easier and less risky to maintain the 
status quo. And yet, we must make 
a beginning somewhere, to bring 
up a participatory community of  
believers.    

Anjaan Fernandez, 
Calcutta

Educative views  
The article on nuclear energy 

was timely in the aftermath of  the 
Japanese earthquake. I was truly 
surprised to read a different view 
point expounded by R.Prabhu. I 
am happy you don’t denounce the 
importance of  nuclear energy as 
do most activists. Every human 
activity has its own risk. And yet, 
we go ahead with them. However, 
I feel India being a tropical country 
could also develop self  sustaining 
villages that could rely on solar en-
ergy. I wonder how much research 
and finance has gone into this area! 
Nuclear energy can be used in safe 
places with necessary precautions. 
However, we should not neglect 
other sources of  energy.   Thanks 
to Rajendra Prabhu for highlight-
ing the issues related to Nuclear 
energy so eloquently.

Anthony Hembrom, 
Dumka.

True to the Master
I found Gajiwala’s sharing on 

‘washing the feet’ ceremony very 
meaningful. In fact, I believe what 
we celebrate on Maundy Thursday 
is a symbolic repetition of  what 
Jesus did in the upper room. Every 
Christian is invited to follow this 
lesson of  humility and self  giving. 
So I feel it is not fair to include 
only men in the washing of  feet. 
Again, in many places both men 
and women are invited to be in-
cluded among the twelve. Does the 
teaching of  the Catholic Church 

differ from place to place? Or is 
it a problem to priests who are 
men, to kneel before women and 
children? I hope we consider these 
symbolic acts in its true meaning. 

Rose D’Souza, 
Goa.

True Shepherd 
I have known Archbishop Vin-

cent for almost ten years. I was all 
the while inspired by his simplicity. 
So unassuming that he is, he could 
be approached without any appre-
hensions. I have seen him standing 
in queue with us lay people for 
the buffet lunch after meetings. I 
used to be surprised initially. I was 
happy to read the interview and I 
felt he was speaking his heart out. 
May his tribe increase!  

Anthony J. P. 
Delhi. 

Cost of  Leadership 
I appreciate the courage of  

COMP

Astrid Lobo Gajiwala’s 
narration of  the washing of  
the feet in the Parish Pasto-
ral Council was inspiring. I 
wish more are inspired by 
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Creative Washing

this example. I know a parish in 
Italy where the parish priest lets 
the parish groups to select 12 
people for the washing of  feet. 
These can be women, children, 
old men, boys; the only crite-
rion for selection is that they 
have had some kind of  serious 
sufferings, physical or mental 
during the year. Asked for the 
reason he said, “the Holy Week 
is a celebration of  suffering 
and Easter makes sense only if  
we understand the significance 
of  sufferings”. Priests can be 
surely creative. I hope no bishop 
objects such creative efforts if  
done meaningfully. 

Jacob Srampickal SJ, Rome  

This issue combines May- June. Sincere apologies for not 
reaching you in May, due to some unavoidable technical 

problems. Editor

Attention Subscribers



VatiCan trEndS

COMP
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Matchless 
Blessedness
Over a million and half  

thronged into St. Peter’s 
square, the adjoining via della Con-
ciliazione, and at various piazzas in 
Rome for the beatification of  John 
Paul II. Massive TV screens were 
arranged in all Piazzas.   

The case for beatification was 
proposed to Pope Benedict XVI 
by Cardinal Augustino Vallini, his 
vicar general, in the diocese of  
Rome. At the conclusion of  the 
ten minute presentation, an enor-
mous photo of  a young, smiling 
John Paul was unveiled over the 
loggia of  St. Peter’s Basilica. The 
crowd erupted in cheers, tears and 
applause. 

With a sea of  red and white Pol-
ish flags fluttering in the square, 
the beatification evoked the days 
after his death in 2005. About 3 
million faithful had held vigil under 
his studio window and filed past 
his remains for days on end.

Pope Benedict XVI praised the 
late pontiff  for turning back the 
seemingly “irreversible” tide of  
communism with faith, courage 
and “the strength of  a titan, a 
strength which came to him from 
God. He rightly reclaimed for 
Christianity that impulse of  hope 
which had in some sense faltered 
before Marxism and the ideology 
of  progress. He restored to Chris-

tianity its true face as a religion of  
hope.”  

During the Mass, Pope Benedict 
received a silver reliquary holding a 
vial of  blood taken from John Paul 
during his final hospitalization. 
The relic, a key feature of  beatifi-
cation ceremonies, will be available 
for the faithful to venerate. It was 
presented to him by Sister Tobiana, 
the Polish nun who tended to John 
Paul throughout his pontificate, 
and Sister Marie Simone-Pierre 
of  France, whose recovery from 
Parkinson’s disease was decreed to 
be the miracle necessary for him to 
be beatified.  

Pilgrims filed past the simple 
wooden coffin that had been raised 
from the underground grottoes 
to the centre aisle of  St. Peter’s 
Basilica. Four Swiss Guards stood 
in attention around it. The sealed 
coffin will ultimately be moved to a 
side chapel next to Michelangelo’s 
famous marble “Pieta”. 

Eighty-seven delegations from 
various countries, among which 
were five royal houses, 16 heads of  
state - including the Presidents of  
Poland and Italy - and seven prime 
ministers, attended the ceremony.

As a Pope who reigned for 26 
years, he had ample opportuni-
ties to speak about the Church’s 
position on many matters. He 
was indeed a ‘darling’ of  media. 
His voice was eagerly given ear to. 
However, there were questions as 
to why his beatification had to be 
so fast, and why he failed to attend 
to paedophilia cases.  

Trying to understand the “subito 
santo” (saint fast) phenomenon, 
some say our age used to every-
thing fast, may be demanding a 
fast saint. John Paul II was dear to 
young people and it is natural that 
they consider him as a symbol of  
paternal protection; a reason why 
they turned in, in large numbers to 
the Square.    

Rains threatened most of  the 
previous day. But the beatification 
day was sunny, a minor miracle by 
John Paul II!



ShEphErd’S  VoiCE

10 Questions
Rev. Raphael Cheenath, S.V.D - Bishop of  Sambalpur (from 1974), Archbihop of  
Cuttack-Bhubaneswar ( from 1985). He was  bishop for 37 years out of  the  48   as  
priest. He was destined to lead the diocese during the 2008 Kandhamal riots.  He has 
handed over  the baton to Archbishop Barwa in April. Rev. Raphael Cheenath

Archbishop of Cuttack-
Bhubaneswar

COMP

1 What do you feel about 2008 
attacks?    

A: It was the result of  sustained 
hate-campaign for 40 years to 
instigate violence against Chris-
tians. I am pained because Gov-
ernments sworn in to protect all 
people, played politics and closed 
their eyes towards the atrocities on 
the minority. It was a hard learning 
also for me. Christians knew about 
the hate-campaign of  the Swami. 
But we ‘slept’ over that.  
2 The issue of  conversion to 
Hinduism?

The Christians of  Kandamal 
were heroic in their suffering. 
Some tribals were pressurized to 
become Hindus, but most of  them 
returned to Christian practice. It is 
not merely a Hindu-Christian con-
flict but a struggle between the up-
per castes led by Brahmins and the 
deprived   dalits and tribals. The 
upper castes do not want them to 
progress. So they try to divide and 
rule. The Sangh Parivar is trying 
to Talibanise the tribals’ attire, 
prohibiting tribal women to wear 
modern dresses. This is absolutely 
a dictatorial attitude.  
3 The “Anti-conversion Law”?  

A: Seven Indian states - Orissa, 
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Gujarat (2006), 
Rajasthan and Himachal Pradesh, 
have anti-conversion laws, known 
as “Freedom of  Religion Acts”. 
Tamil Nadu had also passed the 
bill, but later withdrew. Hindu 
extremists commonly use anti-
conversion legislation to falsely 
accuse Christians of  conversions. 
Orissa was the first to pass the law, 
in 1967.  

4 Churches built on unauthor-
ized lands? 

A: The church in Orissa plays a 
vital role in the field of  develop-
ment, education and health. The 
presence is more in the mountain-
ous areas which are deprived of  
government facilities and schemes.  
Many tribals and Dalits have been 
educated, and some of  them have 
been employed gainfully. The 
landlords who exploit them are not 
pleased with this. So they blame 
the Church. I give full authority to 
the state government to demol-
ish unauthorized Churches, if  any. 
But, the same bulldozer should 
demolish hundreds of  temples 
constructed at the unauthorized 
land and forest areas in Orissa.  
5 The role of  Minority com-
mission? 

A:  The Indian constitution puts 
the prime obligation on the gov-
ernment to provide security to its 
citizens. Some States have officially 
appointed Minority Commission 
to protect the rights of  Minorities. 
Unfortunately, there is no Minority 
Commission in Orissa, as the Gov-
ernment has ignored the request 
for one. 
6 Is the situation better now?  

A: Normalcy is limping back. 
There are no cases of  major 
violence. But Christians do feel 
ostracised, hated, and segregated. 
Several villages are resisting the 
Christians to return. There are 
cases of  women/girls trafficking. 
Church and allied NGOs are trying 
to address this problem.    
7 The role of  special courts? 

A: The Government has created 
two fast track district courts in 

Kandhamal. Judges and prosecu-
tion teams are often biased against 
the Christians. Court proceedings 
are vitiated by political interfer-
ence, poor police investigation and 
failure to follow court rules. In 
this situation the Church has also 
employed eminent lawyers.  
8 The Peace Mission?

The peace mission launched on 
4 Dec.2008 was a noble idea and a 
need of  the hour. Under this proj-
ect, we organized several activities 
for Christians and non-Christians 
to re-establish a sense of  brother-
hood, solidarity and to build up a 
climate of  trust. Results were posi-
tive. The healing is a slow process 
but it is happening. 
9 Challenges ahead? 

India’s 1.2 billion population 
consists of  many religions, cultures 
and socio-economic realities. The 
most crippling evil is the caste sys-
tem. As Christians, however small 
we are, we have to strive to reach 
out to those withdrawing from us 
and to those denied of  justice.  
10 Roadmap towards future?   

The right path ahead is one 
of  dialogue and peace, network-
ing with NGOs, and people of  
goodwill.  Pastoral initiatives 
should be inclusive; transparency 
and accountability should mark 
community building. Get rid of  
our mission station mentality and 
foster relatedness with all, includ-
ing media.  Even while building 
bridges, we need to be prudently 
alert and watchful. Another impor-
tant area is that of  inculturation, 
learning the other, their scriptures, 
philosophy and culture.   

 Interviewed By Santosh Digal
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intErnational nEwS

1 Jerusalem
New Monastery 

The German Benedictine monks who oversee the site 
where Jesus miraculously fed thousands are building a 
new monastery to replace their earthquake-damaged 
building. “The present house, built without proper foun-
dations in the 1950s, is not safe”, said Fr. Jeremias Mar-
seille, OSB. “The rooms have all cracks as we live in an 
area of  earthquakes at the beginning of  the Jordan valley,” 
he told Aid to the Church in Need. The second “more 
important” reason for the move is that the community 
needs a cloister “where the monastic life can flourish.” 
They experience a high volume of  pilgrims and tourists 
each day, sometimes as many as 5,000 people. The new 
building also has provisions to assemble the disabled 
youth from Israel and the West Bank, whom they serve.

Germans in Pope Benedict XVI’s home state of  Ba-
varia celebrated the beatification ceremony of  Georg 
Haefner who spent his life in defiance of  the Nazis. 
The Pope sent Cardinal Angelo Amato from the Vat-
ican to represent him at the celebration, on May 14, 
2011. At his customary Sunday gathering at St. Peter’s 
Square on May 15, the Pope said, “In the confusion 
of  National Socialism, Georg Haefner was willing, as 
a faithful shepherd, to protect his flock and deliver 
the sacraments...” He forgave those who wronged him 
and in a letter to his parents from prison, he wrote, 
“We want to be at peace with everyone.” Haefner 
died of  hunger and disease in Dachau concentra-
tion camp in 1942. Friedhelm Hofmann, the bishop 
of  Wuerzburg, said, “Haefner represented all Catho-
lics who perished for their faith during the Nazi-era.”

Pope Benedict XVI has described the Gregorian 
chant “as the supreme model of  sacred music,” in 
a letter for the 100th anniversary of  the Pontifical 
Institute of  Sacred Music. The Pope regretted that 
sometimes it was erroneously “considered something 
of  the past, and to be forgotten, because it limited 
the freedom and creativity of  the individual and the 
community.”  The  Liturgy is primarily God’s action 
through the Church, which has its own history, its rich 
tradition and creativity.” Gregorian chant, often re-
ferred to as plainchant, is named after the 6th century 
Pope Gregory the Great. An avid pianist, music is a 
topic of  particular interest to the Pope.

2 Rome
Primacy of  Gregorian Chant

5 Germany
Nazi-era Priest Beatified

Thousands of  Mexicans silently streamed through the 
Mexican capital, calling for peace and  new public poli-
cies in the drug war to end a wave of  violence that has 
claimed more than 36,000 lives over the past four years. 
The participants chanted slogans demanding the ouster 
of  President Felipe Calderon. Catholic poet Javier Sicilia, 

4 Mexico City 
Mexicans Fight Drug War

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

3Germany
Theologians’ Memo to Rome

One third of  German-speaking Catholic theologians 
living in Germany, Switzerland and Austria (140 of  
them), submitted a memorandum to Vatican requesting 
deep reforms in the Catholic Church. They also stress 
the end of  celibacy, feminine clergy and participation 
of  the people in the election of  bishops. The text ap-
preciates European bishops’ invite for open dialogue. 

Salvador, Brazil    6 Sr. Dulce Beatified

They say, “We feel responsible to contribute to a truly 
new beginning”. The memo underlines that the Church 
can “announce the liberating and loving God of  Jesus 
Christ” only when it is a locus and a credible witness 
of  the liberating good news of  the Gospel”. It must 
recognize and promote “the freedom of  human beings 
as creatures of  God”. Church must be committed to law 
and justice and criticize the manifestations that “despise 
human dignity”, they say.  Germany is the homeland of  
theologian Joseph Ratzinger, now Pope Benedict XVI.
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Brazilian Sister Dulce Lopes Pontes, who was nomi-
nated for the 1988 Nobel Peace Prize, is beatified on 23 
May. Cardinal Geraldo Majella Agnelo, the retired arch-
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Australia-based Christian evangelistic group has been 
permitted to launch a non-news channel in India. The 
Foreign Investment Promotion Board (FIPB) allowed the 
Word of  God Fellowship Inc to set up a Web of  Science 
(WOS) to undertake the business of  broadcasting, down-
linking and distributing to cable operators a non-news 
and non-current affairs channel. The group owns the 
Daystar Television Network, a global TV empire spread-
ing Christianity. The federal government has approved a 
foreign direct investment (FDI) of  rupees 16 million for 
the channel. Word of  God Fellowship is led by Chris-
tian evangelist Marcus Lamb and his wife Joni Lamb.

9 Australia
US Evangelist Channel 

10 Document on Family  
Vatican City

The document “Family: Work and Celebration”, was re-
leased the Holy See Press Office on 24 May. It consists of  
the preparatory catecheses for the VII World Meeting of  
Families to be held in Milan, Italy from 30 May to 3 June in 
2012. Living relationships at home, work in daily life and 
family celebrations are the three main areas explained in 
it. Cardinal Antonelli, President of  the Pontifical Council 
for the Family, said that the 2012 gathering will be orga-
nized in two parts: a theological-pastoral convention on 
the first three days followed by two days of  celebration 
with the Holy Father in attendance. The newly initiated 
website www.familia.va provides further information.    

USA7 Jesuit Chaplain for US House 

The U.S. House of  Representatives unanimously 
voted on May 25 to approve Fr. Patrick J. Conroy, 
S.J. as the next House chaplain. “Father Pat Conroy 
comes with a healthy respect for what we do,” said 
House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi. “It is a beau-
tiful honour steeped in history — deeply personal, 
free of  politics — and we wish him every success in 
that job.” He will be the 60th House chaplain, and 
the second Catholic priest to serve this role. Or-
dained in 1983, Fr. Conroy served as a parish priest 
in his native Washington state and as chaplain at 
Georgetown University. At present he teaches at Je-
suit High school in Portland, Ore. He has the previ-
ous experience of  being a parish priest and Chaplain. 
The House chaplain position dates back to 1789, 
when the Continental Congress began a tradition 
of  having the day’s proceedings open with a prayer.

Latin America8New President for Bishops’ Councilwhose son, Juan Francisco, was murdered on 28 March 
in Cuernavaca, led the march. It began with a blessing 
from Bishop Raul Vera Lopez of  Saltillo. Father Jose 
Alejandro Solalinde’s fight to protect undocumented 
migrants from criminal groups in Oaxaca State had 
drawn nationwide attention. The drug war is  an on-
going armed conflict taking place among rival drug 
cartels for regional control, and the  Mexican gov-
ernment forces who seek to combat drug trafficking.

bishop of  her native Salvador da Bahia represented 
Pope Benedict in presiding over the beatification. 
Born in 1914, Sr. Pontes lost her mother at the age 
of  six. At 18 she entered the Missionary Sisters of  
the Immaculate Conception. Her little acts of  love 
were translated into great social works. Sister Dulce 
founded the St. Francis Union of  Workers. Then she 
began to shelter sick persons in abandoned houses 
of  Salvador da Bahia. St. Anthony’s Hospital, which 
was opened officially in May of  1959, with 150 beds, 
cares for 3,000 patients daily. Today her foundations 
are known as Sister Dulce’s Social Works (OSID). She 
died on March 13, 1992. Despite intermittent rain, 
70,000 people gathered in a park for the beatification.

The 33rd General Assembly of  Latin American Bishops 
elected Archbishop Aguiar Retes of  Mexico as the new 
council president on May 18 for the term 2011 – 2015. 
He is also president of  the Mexican bishops’ conference. 
He was born in 1950, in the Mexican city of  Tepic. After 
his priestly ordination in 1973, he studied at the Pontifical 
Latin American College, Rome. He was made Rector of  
the Tepic Seminary from 1978 – 1991. Later, he took a doc-
torate in Biblical Theology from the Pontifical Gregorian 
University. He was ordained Bishop of  Texcoco in 1997.  
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pr in thE ChurCh

We are called to be ‘light’ 
and ‘salt’ in the world. Our 

‘works are, but means for that. Are 
we succumbing to the ways of  the 
world instead? Time is ripe to read 
the writing on the wall. 

One of  the most potent weapons 
in the hands of  the anti-corruption 
crusaders today is the Right to 
Information (RTI) Act. It has 
exposed the high and mighty in 
every segment of  society. Men and 
women who never ever thought 
they would be caught for their 
misdeeds are already in jail or are 
waiting for the day of  reckoning to 
arrive, as investigators and judicial 
authorities go about their work. 

In the midst of  this commotion 
about corruption, appeared a news 
item in the Mumbai newspapers. It 
talked of  how an NGO had used 
the RTI Act to find out how a well-
known Catholic school had raised 
Rs 1,45,70,881 over the past eight 
years by way of  fines and dona-
tions to various funds. The school 
principal has now got a show-cause 
notice from the state Education 

Fund Collections 
in our Institutions

Department.
According to some parents, the 

school allegedly levies fines like Rs 
300 as “penalty” for late payment 
of  fees, Rs 150 if  a student does 
not attend flag-hoisting ceremo-
nies on January 26 and August 15, 
charges a Parent-Teacher Associa-
tion fee of  Rs 150 per month, and 
lifetime membership of  PTA at Rs 
851, besides collecting money for 
teachers’ benefit fund and other 
activities. “If  we do not pay the 
fines, stern action is taken,” a par-
ent is quoted as saying.

The principal acknowledged 
getting the show-cause notice. He 
said, “I’ve been the principal for 
just a year and was not around 
when all these things happened.” 

All of  us know that this is not an 
isolated instance. In fact, I would 
say our institutions are notorious 
for collecting money under various 
guises. Few parents dare to object. 
In 1979, I remember the principal 
of  a school in an industrial area of  
Mumbai used to fine students Rs 5 
for everything, from coming late to 

wearing torn shoes to delayed pay-
ment of  fees. Five rupees was a big 
sum of  money then and the par-
ents who were struggling to make 
ends meet finally rose in revolt. 

Times have changed a lot since. 
Transparency and Accountability 
are the buzz words today in every 
area of  life. Funds collected for a 
specific purpose have to be used 
only for that purpose – they can-
not be transferred elsewhere. Even 
private institutions are now regulat-
ed by the government and cannot 
raise funds at will. The courts have 
ruled that such regulation is not 
interference – on the contrary, it is 
the government’s duty to regulate 
aided and non-aided institutions. 

Today, with information tech-
nology becoming the backbone 
of  the system, tax authorities of  
state and central departments are 
tracking cash and cheque payments 
and asking questions. Church 
institutions would do well to bear 
this in mind rather than whimper 
later that they are being targeted 
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national nEwS

Bishop George Alencherry was installed as 
the third Major Archbishop of  the Syro-Malabar 
Church during a ceremony held at St.Mary’s Ca-
thedral, Kochi. It was attended by the bishops of  
the three Catholic rites in the country, hundreds of  
priests and believers from various dioceses in the 
State. The Syro-Malbar Synod participated by 44 
bishops elected him. This is the first time an arch 
bishop is elected. Pope Benedict XVI, in a message, 
imparted the apostolic blessings. Cardinal Pennach-
io handed over a Papal gift to the new Major Arch-
bishop. Head of  the Malankara Catholic Church 
Baselios Mar Cleemis delivered the benedictory ad-
dress. The 66 year-old prelate said that his priority 
would be to collaborate with other Churches and 
religions for the welfare of  all people in the coun-
try. He hails from Thuruthy in  Kottayam District. 

1 Kochi
New Major Archbishop Installed

4Guwahati
“Bishop for Nobel Prize”

The Italian magazine Il Bollettino Salesiano, has recom-
mended salesian Archbishop Thomas Menamparampil 
of  Guwahati for the Nobel peace prize. The Joint Peace 
Team (JPT) of  northeast India under his leadership has 
successfully led seven major peace initiatives in the last 
15 years. “When Church leaders and eminent citizens 
from warring factions join me in the conflict resolu-
tion process, it lets the Word of  God come alive in the 
lives of  people,” said the 74 year old prelate. A member 
of  several Vatican Commissions, he is a recipient of  
the prestigious Mumbai-based Maschio Humanitarian 
Award in 1998. He is  chairman of  the CBCI Commis-
sion for Education & Culture and of  the commission 
for Evangelization of  the Asian Bishops Conference. 

3Delhi
Children Demand Their Rights

29 children from different states of  India presented 
their report of  the “9 is Mine Campaign for Education 
and Health” to Dr Shanta Sinha, Chairperson, National 
Commission for Protection of  Child Rights and Krishna 
Teerath, Minister of  State for Women Development and 
Child Welfare. They wanted to remind the government 
of  its promise for better education and health. Father 
Thomas Pallithanam SDB of  Hyderabad organized the 
campaign. The group comprised of  16 girls and 13 boys. 
The children also held a press conference at Teen Murti 
Bhavan where they fielded questions from a 15-strong 
media team. The 3-phased campaign was flagged off  
in April, 2010. Their survey in 3,677 schools and 3,810 
Anganwadis, showed quality infrastructure only in 28 per 
cent of  the schools and 19 per cent of  the Anganwadis

2Ten Years of  Childline
Shillong

Childline Shillong, started in 2001 as a 1098 Ser-
vice, is completing 10 years. From concerned elders 
to distressed children, the toll free number is used to 
reach out to juvenile citizens who are left in the lurch. 
Its office, located at Nongshiliang near the Divine 
Saviour parish. It is a corollary of  Childline India, a 
nationwide emergency helpline for children in dis-
tress, instituted by Jeroo Billimoria of  Tata Institute in 
June 1996. Childline Shillongis run by the DonBosco 
Fathers. Both Bosco Reach Out and Impulse NGO 
Network collaborate in the work. Since  2001, it has 
involved in around 2,900 cases of  needy children.

5 Dalit Bible Commentaries 
Chennai

Archbishop A.M. Chinnappa of  Chennai released 
Dalit Bible commentaries on the occasion of  the 10th 
anniversary celebrations of  the Centre for Dalit/Sub-
altern Studies (CDS) on April 30. He said India has 
most of  the oppressed persons. The attempt of  the 
Dalit Bible Commentaries, on I, II Deuteronomy and 
Samuel, is to lead these from darkness of  casteism into 
light, he said. Rev.Y William, the CSI bishop of  Vel-
lore, released the Leviticus and Numbers commentar-
ies. Sister Karuna Maniyattu did the commentary on 
the books of  Ruth, Esther and Judith from the per-
spective of  Dalit women. CDS, started in 2001 is an 
ecumenical venture for the advancement of  Dalits.
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Miscarriage of Justice

Krishna Kumar, IAS, who was 
the Collector of  Kandha-

mal district of  Orissa when the 
Sangh Parivar pogrom took place 
against Dalit and Tribal Christians 
in August 2008, was transferred to 
a neighbouring district last month. 
Justice and peace campaigners 
across the country were disap-
pointed that the man who did not 
act even when the violence was 
taking place under his nose was not 
arraigned for a minimum charge of  
dereliction of  duty. Such was the 

impunity enjoyed by this officer, 
and others like him reaching all 
the way to the Home secretary 
and Chief  Secretary, that the 
Indian State’s governance systems 
could not touch them. Instead, in 
a province where criminal inves-
tigations are now being ordered 
to check large scale corruption 
in the so called Mahatma Gan-
dhi National Rural Employment 
Scheme, MGNREGS, Collector 
Krishna Kumar was given an 
award for best province in this 

tainted scheme.
Perhaps at some future date, 

nemesis will catch up with this of-
ficer and others in the bureaucracy 
and political establishment who 
looked on, if  not actually connived 
in the worst violence faced by the 
Christian community in over 300 
years. But at the moment, some at 
least in New Delhi are buying the 
argument that any attempt to stop 
the mass arson  against Christians, 
would have made the Hindutva bri-
gade even more “angry” and per-

In the context of the minority census ordered in 
Kandhamal and the retirement of Archbishop 
Cheenath, Companion looks at the ground reali-
ties there
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haps the violence would have been 
much more than it eventually was. 
When the smoke finally lifted from 
the hills and valleys of  Kandhamal, 
over 400 villages had been purged 
of  all Christians; more than 5,600 
houses and 296 churches had been 
burnt to a cinder, perhaps as many 
as a 100 killed [the government 
admits to a total of  56] thousands 
injured, several women raped 
including a nun, and 56,000 men, 
women and children rendered 
homeless. 

Many of  the refugees were alive 
because they took shelter in the 
forest, otherwise the total would 
have been in the thousands. Over 
10,000 are yet to return home. 
About 1,000 have been warned 
or threatened by their neighbours 
they can return home if  they 
become Hindus. Some are living 
in what can be called “Christian 
ghettos”, one of  which is on land 
provided by the district authorities 
who find themselves impotent in 
rehabilitating the Christians in their 
villages. The rest have left Kand-
hamal in fear, or in search of  jobs, 
as they do not have any livelihood 
now in Kandhamal where they also 
face an economic blockade.  

Sikhs and Muslims have faced a 
similar fate in 1984 and 2002. They 
are still looking for justice. So are 
the Christians of  Kandhamal.

There has been just one convic-
tion for murder in 20 cases of  
the brutal killing of  Christians 
of  Kandhamal at the hands of  
Hindutva fanatics, and mobs led 
by them, during August--October 
2008, following the killing of  
Vishwa Hindu Parishad vice 
president Lakshmananda Saraswati 
by a squad of  Maoists.  More than 
two years and 9 months later the 
course of  justice in the two special 
Fast Track Courts continues to be 
a travesty – with aberrations at all 
stages, from the presentation of  
the production case and examina-
tion of  witnesses, to the coercive 
presence of  Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh goons in the court 
premises, often in the court room, 

and the role of  both judges and 
defence lawyers. 

Lawyers for the victims have no 
role in court other than occasion-
ally, feebly protesting to the judges  
in vain. Relatives and other eye- 
witnesses who deposed they saw 
the men and women being killed 
are being threatened blatantly. 
The response of  the judges has 
been, “we have sent the orders to 
the police.” The police have no 
response at all. The single biggest 
beneficiary of  the miscarriage 
of  justice has been Mr. Manoj 
Pradhan, the local Member of  the 
State Legislature and a leader of  
the Bharatiya Janata Party which 
was then a coalition partner in the 
government of  Chief  Minister Mr. 
Naveen Pattnaik. Mr. Pradhan is 
accused in over half  a dozen cases, 
and is currently free on bail.

Investigation no doubt has been 
tardy and superficial – one junior 
gazetted officer and two inspec-
tors head the small team trying 
to probe the vast number of  
cases. They have primitive forensic 
equipment and almost no training 
in probing cases of  mass violence. 
No attempt was made to use video 
and mobile phone camera im-
ages that are widely available both 
with the victims and with the ac-
cused. In some cases, the two Fast 
Track Court judges have indeed 
passed strictures against the police 
investigation, and in most cases, 
they have found the testimony 
of  witnesses --- victims and their 
relatives – either not trustworthy 
or insufficient to prove the offence 

“

“

State is gravely culpable in 
Kandhamal, for failing to se-
cure justice and Constitution-
al rights to the minorities 
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against the accused, a review of  
the judgments shows.

There has been no attempt by 
the Directorate of  Prosecutions 
or by the police to upgrade cases 
where victims died of  their injuries 
not on the spot, but in hospital, 
refugee camps or other places. 
Under Indian legal practice, cases 
of  attempted murder or murderous 
assault would automatically be up-
graded to murder if  the victim died 
of  his injuries. This has prevented 
a large number of  cases from be-
ing recorded as murder.

Cutting through the fog created 
around the legal data, the follow-
ing is the current situation of  the 
criminal investigation of  cases of  
arson and murder, abduction and 
violence. Complaints were made at 
the local police posts, at the region-
al police stations, and often directly 
to the offices of  the Superinten-
dent of  Police in the district capital 
of  Phulbani by registered post. In 
some cases, complaints were sent 
to the Director General of  Police 
in Bhubaneswar when the Police 
stations returned complaints sent 

by registered post.
The Orissa State Government 

acknowledges and admits to 52 
deaths in Kandhamal in the vio-
lence of  2007- 2008. Of  them 38 
are of  Christians, four Hindus, in-
cluding   Lakshmananda Saraswati 
and three inmates of  his Ashram. 4 
were killed in police firing in Kota-
garh of  Tumlibanda Police station 
and G Udayagiri police station, 
three policemen killed by mobs, 
and 3 other deaths in other Maoist 
attacks. Data collected by Church 
activists lists 91 murder cases.  Of  
them, murders  with death on 
the spot number  38, another 41 
died  of  injuries sustained in the 
violence, but at places other than 
the place of  violence and at vari-
ous times after the attacks, and 12 
died in police action. These figures 
do not include suicides and deaths 
that could be medically labelled.   

Larger issues of  criminal law and 
justice have been recorded – till 
mid 2010 – by Supreme Court of  
India Advocate Vrinda Grover 
in her research book “The Law 

must change its course’, published 
by MARG, a Delhi-based NGO. 
Orissa Chief  Minister Naveen 
Patnaik has admitted in a writ-
ten answer in the State Legislative 
Assembly that of  the arrested 
persons, over 600 were members 
of  the Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh, the Vishwa Hindu Parishad, 
the Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram, and 
the Bajrang Dal, the militant wings 
of  the Bharatiya Janata Party, a 
national political party which was 
his coalition partner at the time of  
the anti-Christian pogrom.

Jurists who saw the records said 
“There have been grave lapses 
on the part of  each of  the three, 
viz., the Investigating Officer, the   
Public Prosecutor (PP) and the Tri-
al Judge.  The Investigating Officer 
has failed to get the Statements of  
the Eye Witnesses, especially the 
injured witnesses recorded u/s 164 
Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC).  
The   PP has failed to properly 
cross-examine the Eye witnesses 
who were turning hostile in the 
court.  The PP also failed to get ex-
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Complaints
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An unjust system is being 
perpetuated in Orissa. There are 
about 3132 cases pending and the 
vastness of  the need makes the 
Church’s efforts still parsimoni-
ous.  The socio-economic boycott 
continues to date. While housing 
and livelihood pose great problems 
many adolescent girls are trapped 
into human trafficking in the 
pretext of  job security. Parents are 

Soliciting Solidarity

Fr. Ajay Kumar Singh
Gen. Co-ordinator, Rehabilitation
Bhuvaneswar, Orissa

unaware of  the great dangers they 
are in. The Indian bishops have 
helped but given the immensity 
of  the issue at hand, any aid is 
too little. We would surely need 
greater networking in the Church 
and among the NGOs. We have 
to have more precise documenta-
tion.  The Church could help in 
educating these people by provid-
ing personnel and means and 
even keeping them in boarding 
schools.  The damage has been 
a social tsunami and it will take 
years to come out of  it. Yet only 
collaboration and fraternity can 
build up the future. 
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John Dayal
Senior Journalist, Hu-
man Rights Activist,          
Member of  National 
Integration Council  
Delhi

hibited the confronted portions of  
the statements of  the Hostile Eye 
Witnesses recorded prior in time 
u/s 161 CrPC.  The Trial Judge has 
failed in his duty u/s 280 CrPC in 
as much as he has failed to record 
remarks regarding the demeanour 
of  each of  those eye-witnesses 
who were resiling from their previ-
ous statement recorded u/s 161 
CrPC and who were become hos-
tile to the prosecution.  

The   Trial Judge has also failed 
to play his role to discover the 
truth. He has also failed to put 
any Court question to the hostile 
eye witnesses in order to discover 
the truth.  Finally, he has wholly 
misapplied his mind and has failed 
to appreciate the evidence in terms 
of  the guidelines laid down by this 
Hon’ble Court in several judge-
ments.  He had sufficient material 
available before him to hold that 
the persons facing trial were part 
of  an unlawful assembly, the object 
of  which was to cause inter alia 
homicidal death of  the victims.  
There was sufficient material to 
show participation of  the accused 
persons in such an unlawful as-
sembly.  Materials available to him 

could be enough to prove that 
the accused persons had acted in 
furtherance of  the common ob-
ject.  The material available to him 
was more than enough to examine 
that the accused persons had been 
properly identified in the Court 
and that specific roles had been 
ascribed to each of  them. The 
Post-mortem Report was corrobo-

rating the role ascribed to such 
accused persons in their assault 
with the weapons described by the 
witnesses.

Allwyn Fernandes                                                                                                                                      
Crisis Communications

Mumbai
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on communal grounds. One has 
to pay service and other taxes on 
several counts these days and these 
have all to be paid by cheque and 
within the stipulated period. There 
is no escaping all this, certainly not 
when our catechism teaches us that 
tax evasion is a sin. 

Apart from dealing in cash, many 
of  our institutions have made it a 
habit to collect funds on various 
pretexts several times a year under 
the guise of  “voluntary donations” 
– Principal’s birthday, Manager’s 
birthday, farewell, ordination silver 
jubilee...I have never understood 
why school children and teachers 
should be collecting funds for a 
Principal’s birthday. A birthday is 
a private event – how does the in-
stitution come into it? Those of  us 
working in private companies do 
not get a financial bouquet on our 
birthdays and wedding anniversa-

ries, why should a school Principal? 
Such collections lead to other 

unhealthy practices. Teachers’ Day 
has now become open bribery day. 
It is not uncommon to see parents 
send teachers expensive gifts on 
such days. In many cases, the prin-
cipals themselves accept such gifts, 
even when teachers don’t.

I remember when my daughter 
was in school, an announcement 
was made that Sr. so-and-so, who 
was not on the staff, was suffer-
ing from cancer. Every child was 
expected to contribute Rs 100 or 
more towards her treatment. I 
know many parents resented it, but 
paid up. The treatment of  a nun or 
priest, whether s/he is on the staff  
or not, is the responsibility of  the 
Congregation. It has a duty to look 
after its members by taking out 
suitable group insurance policies 
for such contingencies, rather than 
resort to coercive charity from 

parents. There are many such poli-
cies which can help us to profes-
sionalise the management of  our 
institutions. 

My own inquiries over the years 
indicate that there is a mindset 
problem. Many priests and nuns 
are averse to giving up their fund 
collection prerogative because it 
gives them a feeling of  power and 
patronage. Well, when an A Raja, 
a Suresh Kalmadi and top busi-
ness executives end up in jail under 
the watchful eye of  the courts, we 
would be wise to mend our ways. 
Jesus was right when He said “Ren-
der under Caesar what is Caesar’s 
and to God what is God’s”.

Continued from page 12



Wild plants and bushes fill 
the roofless skeleton of  a 

large office complex at Paburia. 
Remains dozens of  big and small 

houses with colourful walls jut out 
into the sky in Beticola village. 

Two hundred yards away, broken 
walls and bricks lie in heap, rema 
ins of  the church built in 1956.

These images, put together, illus-
trate the tragedy that has befallen 
on the vibrant Christian commu-
nity in the troubled Kandhamal 
district of  Orissa.

Eighteen kms away at Nandagiri, 
the 54 Catholic families of  Beticola 
are struggling along the desolate 
mountain slope to rebuild their 
lives from nothing.

“We were living comfortably 
in Beticola. But now look at our 
situation,” said Chrisanto Mallick, 

Kandhamal Carnage
Vibrant Christian community marginalized

a mason who has settled down in 
Nandagiri from May 2009 when 
the refugee camp in which the 
Beticola families were living was 
shut down.

The fate of  54 Catholic fami-
lies of  Beticola stands out among 
thousands of  Christians hounded 
out for their faith in Kandhamal.
The jungle district had witnessed 
the worst anti-Christian violence 
and persecution witnessed in In-
dian history following the August 
2008 murder of  Swami Lakshma-
nananda Saraswati.

The Hindu leader had been car-
rying out a vociferous campaign 
against Christianity for decades 
in Kandhamal where nearly 20 
percent of  its over half  a million 
people are Christians.

Though Maoist rebels claimed 

responsibility for the murder, 
Hindu fundamentalists alleged the 
murder was a ‘Christian conspira-
cy’. Hence they hounded out the 
Christians with impunity while the 
Administration turned a blind eye 
to the carnage and witch hunting 
of  the Christians.

In the widespread violence that 
went on unabated for weeks, more 
than 90 Christians were killed, over 
6000 Christian houses and 300 
churches and Christian institutions 
were looted and torched besides 
displacing over 54,000 Christians.

That was after hundreds of  
Christians were trouped into 
temples like lambs being herded to 
slaughter houses for the nauseat-
ing ‘reconversion’ ceremony: their 
heads tonsured, made to drink 
cowdung water and forced to par-

Kandhamal continues to bear the scars of the 2008 riots. It is not 
only buildings that are destroyed but a community. And this is 
happening in Secular India!

faith mattErS
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rot dreadful oaths never to return 
to the Christian faith.

The Beticola Christians lost 
not only their houses which were 
looted and destroyed along with 
the village church built in 1956. 
They had to suffer the ignominy of  
being banished from their village 
forever. 

“They (Hindu fundamentalists) 
refused to allow us to return to the 
village and the Government did 
not force them. Instead the Gov-
ernment brought us here and gave 
us land,” added Chrisanto.

Succumbing to the Hindu fun-
damentalists, Kandhamal district 
officials allotted the banished 
Christians tiny plots of  four cents 
(0.04 acre) of  Government land at 
the forlorn stretch and put them 
up in shared tents without electric-
ity and water.

Despite 54 families living in the 
forlorn area, an eerie silence pre-
vailed in the Christian settlement 
even in its second year. With the 
unemployed parents struggling to 
feed their families and no schools 
around in the neighborhood, the 
children have been put up in hos-

tels across Kandhamal and outside.
“This (suffering) is the price 

we are paying for our faith,” said 
Thomas while a rosary swayed on 
his bare chest as he spoke. Sym-
bolic of  their shining faith amid 
suffering, rows of  concrete pillars 
stood out on the higher side of  the 
mountain slope overlooking the 
Christian settlement.

“The money we pooled is over. 
We are now waiting for support 
from outside to complete the 
church,” added Chrisanto who is 
coordinating the church construc-
tion.

The banished Christians are 
building a new church with each 
of  the 54 families contributing Rs 
1000.

“The owner is not here. He 
has fled Kandhamal,” explained 
Vikram Nayak of  Borimunda vil-
lage when asked about an aban-
doned large house under construc-
tion - surrounded by rows of  
damaged Christian houses.

“Those who have money and 
connections outside (Kandha-
mal) have left,” pointed out the 
part-time teacher. “They do not 
want to suffer the harassment and 
continued intimidation here,” said 
Vikram.

In fact, dozens of  destroyed 
Christian houses in Borimunda vil-
lage remained untouched two and 
half  years into the violence.

“There is a ban on Hindus from 
carrying building material for 
Christians in their vehicles. How 
could we bring building material 
in such a situation?” asked Naveen 
Chandra Nayak, a retired soldier 
who lives in brother’s partially 
damaged house in Borimunda.

Hindus who violate the ‘social 

boycott’ that is imposed by Hindu 
fundamentalists are ‘fined heav-
ily’. Poor Hindu vegetable sellers 
have been fined Rs 100 for selling 
vegetable worth Rs two to the 
Christians. 

In last November, Paulo Nayak 
decided to rebuild his destroyed 
house in Borimunda village and 
brought sand to start the recon-
struction of  his house.

However saffron henchmen 
forcibly diverted the tractor car-
rying the sand to local temple and 
fined the Hindu tractor driver 
Rs 5051 for violating the social 
boycott of  Christians that Hindu 
fundamentalists have been enforc-
ing in several Kandhamal villages.

“The silent tragedy here (in 
Kandhamal) is that Christians are 
being intimidated and silenced,” 
lamented Mont Fort Brother and 
advocate K G Markose who has 
been trying to instill confidence 
in Borimunda and other villages 
where Christians continue to face 
harassment.

It was under the initiative of  
Brother Markose that the Catho-
lics had their first service in their 
broken church at Borimunda since 
it was desecrated in August 2008 
with its altar destroyed, windows 
and doors looted.

More than 100 policemen along 
with Kandhamal SP and Collector 
were present at this 2010 midnight 
Christmas service to provide confi-
dence to the Christians.

“Lot of  discrimination is still 
going on against us. Look at the 
remains of  my house,” said 65 five-
year old Obeswar Nayak standing 
on the foundation of  his house 
without even walls.

Yet biased Government officials 

““The silent tragedy here in Kandha-
mal is that Christians are being in-
timidated and silenced
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listed it as only ‘partially damaged’ 
denying him Rs 50,000 compensa-
tion from the Government and 
limiting the compensation to Rs 
20,000. Consequently, the penni-
less Pentecostal daily labourer has 
taken shelter with his elder son 
whose partially damaged house has 
its roof  intact.

“The big impact of  the vio-
lence is the marginalization of  the 
vibrant Christian community in 
Kandhamal,” acknowledged Paul 
Pradhan, a Catholic and social 
activist from the troubled region.

Paul who had been running 
the social action network ‘Rural 
Beautification and People’s Service 
Council’ pointed out that concert-
ed efforts were going on in several 
areas “to isolate and marginalize 
the Christians.”

Despite Hindus being majority 
in his staff, Paul’s office complex 
and residence at Paburia were 
completely destroyed in the or-
chestrated violence. (see the pic).

“Sadly, our community has been 
scattered due to the carnage. Many 
of  the youth and the richer people 
have not returned to Kandhamal. 
In several families (in Kandhamal), 
only the old people are there,” 
pointed out Paul.

“This social boycott is crippling 
us,” admitted Junos Nayak, a mem-
ber of  Church of  North India 
(CNI) who is financially better off  
unlike majority of  Christians in 
Kandhamal.

While Junos survived miracu-
lously after being shot, his elder 

brother Lalji Nayak had been killed 
in the anti-Christian violence after 
being slashed with sword in Gad-
aguda village.

“Hindus will not work in our 
lands which are now lying idle. 
They prevent us from drawing 
water from the well,” said Junos 
sitting in his repaired house that 
had been looted and torched. 

“We are now forbidden from 
even drawing water from the vil-
lage well. We had to dig our own 
well,” lamented Junos. 

“We have no land in the village 
and our house has been destroyed. 
If  we go back, how could we sur-
vive there?” reasoned Bajilo who 
has settled in the sprawling Salia-
sahi slum in Bhubaneswar earning 
his living as a sweeper in shops.

With Hindu fundamentalists 
continuing to threaten Christians 
to forsake their faith to live peace-
fully in Kandhamal, “it is better 
live in this slum and practice our 
faith freely,” said Bajilo after at-
tending Sunday Mass at the Jesuit 
Loyola School near the Saliasahi 
slum. 

Apart from that, the Catholic 
parents had another reason to be 
happy. “After we moved to the 
refugee camp, my daughter de-
cided to be a nun and she is now a 
novice in Bangalore,” said Debanti 
proudly.  

“We are telling our people to re-
build their houses in their villages. 
Otherwise, they will lose their links 
with this land,” admitted Father Bi-
jay Kumar Pradhan, Vicar General 

An Indian Christian family wait for food inside a tent at a relief  
camp at Raikia, a village in Orissa’s KandhamalRemains of  Christian houses in beticola, Kandhamal

for the Catholics of  Kandhamal 
under Cuttack-Bhubaneswar Arch-
diocese that accounts for more 
than half  of  the Christians in the 
jungle district.

“The situation is improving,” 
said Father Bijay who coordi-
nates the Catholic Church’s relief  
program. After supporting 2200 
families to rebuild their destroyed 
and damaged houses, the Catholic 
Church, he said, is venturing out 
to more villages to assist needy 
Christians.

However, he admitted that “The 
devastation has been extensive and 
we have a long way to go.”

The challenge was quite manifest 
as this correspondent criss-crossed 
Kandhamal for the 12th time since 
the 2007 Xmas violence. Three 
dozen Christian families at Dodin-
gia were on the edge of  starvation 
in makeshift shanties near their 
half-built new houses awaiting 
further help.

Besides the pulverized Chris-
tians in Kandhamal, Father Bijay 
pointed out, the carnage had its 
impact on some of  the religious 
congregations that were close to 
opening centres in Kandhamal. In 
the aftermath of  the orchestrated 
violence, they have developed cold 
feet about stepping into the hostile 
terrain of  Kandhamal.
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Mission 
through Machine

“Maaji’ (mother) has done 
so much for us. If  she 

puts her foot in my house, that’s 
enough. My house will be blest,” 
says Anna a Rawat woman who 
insists that Sr. Angelica step into 
her house and bless her children.

Sister Angelica is happy to visit 
the mission again. Pointing to the 
house of  a Rawat woman she says, 
“Beena had no house. She learnt 
‘kasida’ (machine embroidery) at 
our centre, took orders to embroi-
der ‘ghagras’ and ‘lugdis’ (typical 
Rajasthani outfit for rural women). 
Look, she has built this house with 
her own earnings.” 

Sister Angelica D’Mello belongs 
to the Mission Sisters of  Ajmer. 
Ninety-four year old Angelica’s 
day begins at 5.30 a.m. with 
meditation with the rest of  the 
community. Her persistent efforts 
for more than three decades have 
turned round the rural economy 
of  the Parbatpura mission of  the 
Ajmer diocese. While the younger 
sisters talk about empowerment 
of  women and the girl-child, she 
is busy at the sewing machine 
mending their clothes. “They have 
important work to do, I can do 
this for them,” says an unassuming 
and ever contented Sr. Angelica.

Born in Saligao, in the lush 
green tourist’s paradise of  Goa, 

Angelica decided to come to Rajas-
than after having met Mother Mary 
Matilda, the French nun who col-
laborated in founding the Congre-
gation in 1911. “I did my ‘Primeiro 
Grao’ (under the then Portuguese 
regime) after which I was admitted 
in Fourth Standard at St. Mary’s 
school. The school was run by lay 
people. There were no convents 
in Goa at that time,” says Sr. Ang- 
elica with a twinkle in her eyes. “I 
believe God called me to serve His 
people here in Ajmer.”

The Parbatpura mission pre-
dominantly inhabited by Rawats 
and first evangelized by French 
Capuchins is more than a hundred 
years old. Udaipur diocesan Father 
R.H. Lesser, now in his late eight-
ies, writing about The Rajputana 
Mission records, “The Rawats were 
originally a warrior tribe, who lived 
in the Aravali hills. They lived on 
pillage, hunting and a little agricul-
ture. They can at times be quarrel-
some and harsh. But they are intel-
ligent and hard-working. They hate 
to beg, take pride in themselves 
and in their caste. How is one to 
evangelize this sort – warriors, 
proud, tenacious of  their caste and 
customs? What can break through 
their defenses? ”

The village was frequently struck 
by famine, drought and epidem-

Christian practices. To-date, the 
Parbatpura mission has given the 
Church five priests and five nuns.

“Women used to come to 
Church and then back the kitchen. 
They had a hard life at home, 
wearing the ‘purdah’ (veil), and 
not getting opportunities that men 
had. “I used to visit them and tell 
them to come to the Centre and 
learn something”, recalls Angelica.  
“All those years, I woke up early 
to ring the Angelus bell and sweep 
the Church, sometimes alone. 
Meanwhile I pray for my Rajput 
women,” she says.

Ajmer diocesan Father Mukesh 
Rawat says, “Parbatpura was not 
developed as we see it today. As a 
tiny-tot, I kept orbiting round Sr. 
Angelica and late Sr. Josepha. They 
would put me to sleep at the nee-
dle-work centre while the women 
did the sewing and embroidery”.

The Mission Sisters of  Ajmer, 
founded by French Capuchin For-
tunatus Henri Caumont, the first 
Bishop of  erstwhile Rajputana. In 
the last two decades, the congrega-
tion  has launched out into newer 
ministries like combating violence 
against women, defending hu-
man rights in prisons and police 
stations, sustainable agriculture, 
working on dalit issues and run-
ning hospices for people having 
HIV/AIDS. 

For leaders don’t create follow-
ers, they create leaders and 94 old 
Sister Angelica is a great leader in 
her own right.

Sister Mariola MSA

ics of  various kinds.  To 
make matters worse, the 
people faced recurrent 
waves of  persecution. 
French Capuchin Father 
Augustine wanted their 
Christians to persevere 
with all their familial and 
social customs which 
could be reconciled with 

94 year old Sister Angelica D’Mello, a Mission Sister of 
Ajmer, proves among the poor women of Ajmer that 
leaders don’t create followers; they create leaders

COMP

goSpEl in aCtion

20 Smart Companion India   May 2011 Smart Companion India   May 2011 21



faith aCtiVE

22 Smart Companion India   May 2011 Smart Companion India   May 2011 23

Persecution for faith is per-
ceived as one of  the most 

exciting facets of  the ‘history’ 
of  any religious community. The 
faith-community is passionately 
empowered by telling the stories 
of  their persecuted forefathers, the 
heroes of  their faith. This is not 
the case when the members of  a 
faith-community is actually put to 
undue trial, chased after, beaten up 
and burned down. It is an entirely 
different scenario when one actu-
ally faces pain, blood, death and 
expulsion from one’s village— all 
for the sake of  religious faith. 
This brief  note on the persecuted 
Christians in India is written from 
one of  the safest niches of  Christi-
anity in India. In spite of  its spirit 

of  proximity to the suppressed 
people, this reflection is distant 
from the world of  the victims; I 
confess. Therefore saluting our 
persecuted sisters and brothers in 
Christian faith, I proceed to con-
sider what the continuing religious 
persecution in India mean to the 
safe Christians. 

Persecuted Christianity
From the very inception of  

Christian communities, the follow-
ers of  Jesus Christ were oppressed. 
The New Testament bears ample 
witness to this fact. In the Sermon 

on the Mount Jesus says, “Blessed 
are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake for theirs is 
the kingdom of  heaven. Blessed 
are you when men revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds 
of  evil against you falsely on my 
account”. In the Gospel of  John 
Jesus warns his disciples with these 
words: “Remember the word that 
I said to you: ‘A servant is not 
greater than his master.’ If  they 
persecuted me, they will persecute 
you also” (Jn, 15.20). Apostles like 
Peter and Paul warn against the 
impending suffering for Christians 
(1 Pet, 4:12-15; Phil. 1: 12-14).

The persecution of  Christians in 
the Roman Empire continued in-
termittently over a period of  about 
three centuries until Christianity 
was legalized during the reign of  
Constantine. This persecution was 
not without its salutary impacts. It 
has influenced the development of  

Safe Christians! 
True Christians? 



isolated from the local people, 
well-fenced within their own 
culture, financial security, etc, a 
“mission station mentality” as 
Archbishop Cheenath observes.  
This can evoke fear, hatred or even 
jealousy in others. In this regard, 
further reflection on the meaning 
of  inculturation is most urgent. 

7. Some authors argue that mis-
sionary Christianity has done harm 
to people, cultures etc. in its gospel 
crusades. True or not, that is not 
a justification for the systematic 
persecution of  Christians now 
taking place in India. However, this 
argument must help us make a soul 
searching and become truly sensi-
tive to local cultures.

8. As safe Christians, we must 
thank God; we are spared by 
extremists. At the same, let us ask 
a profound question: why are we 
loved so much by the society? Is 
it because we have sufficiently 
conformed ourselves to the society, 
divesting ourselves of  our prophet-
ic mission? Does the fact of  not 
being opposed by anybody suggest 
that we are safe Christians, but not 
true Christians!

Dr. Mathew 
Illathuparampil
Moral Theologian, 
St Joseph’s Pont Seminary, 
Aluva

COMP
22 Smart Companion India   May 2011 Smart Companion India   May 2011 23

the Canonical gospels, Christian 
theology, structures of  the Church, 
the cult of  the saints, the rapid 
growth and spread of  Christianity, 
and the defense of  Christianity. 

Baptism of  Fire!
Christians are not the only 

religious group persecuted in the 
world. But they are the largest 
group to be oppressed. Egypt, 
Iraq, Nigeria, Pakistan, China, Iran, 
North Korea, and Saudi Arabia, 
top the list of  countries hostile to 
Christians. Countries such as Ven-
ezuela, Zimbabwe and even the 
Holy Land are guilty of  religious 
persecution. It has been estimated 
that now about 100 million Chris-
tians worldwide are facing persecu-
tion in one way or other. 

Is It Their Problem Only? 
Systematic oppression of  our 

fellow Indian Christians bespeaks 
many things to us who are leading 
comparatively a safe faith life. That 
our fellow citizens are persecuted 
for the sake of  Christian faith calls 
us for a comprehensive response. 
Some of  the relevant areas of  our 
response are mentioned below. 

1. Any religious persecution at 
the core is a human rights viola-
tion. It is a crime against humanity. 
It looks that there is a tendency 
for interested parties to reduce 
religious persecution as a feud 
between two religious groups. 
World is far more sensitive towards 
human rights violation than to 
combats fought in the name of  
religion. 

2. The current oppression of  
Christians is a vehement attack 
against the secular nature of  the 
state which allows every citizen of  
the country the right to profess, 
practice and propagate his/her re-
ligion or even to remain a-religious. 
It is very essential for the church 
as a whole to promote a secular 
civil society and fight against every 
tendency of  politicizing religion. 
It has become quite established 
to determine political fortunes in 
religious terms and to seek votes 
in religious footings. At least for 
the survival of  minority groups, we 

need to strongly argue for a secular 
state which respects all religions. 

3. It has been reported that at 
least certain Christian denomina-
tions go for an aggressive kind of  
religious propagation. Naturally 
that provokes others and may 
cause retaliation. To preach in 
front of  Hindu pilgrim centers 
that all non-Christians are doomed 
to eternal curse is sure to raise 
violent reactions from them. Often 
the counter-attack befalls on the 
Catholics who are institutionally 
visible, even when they are not 
responsible for creating communal 
disharmony. 

4. In the wake of  tragic attacks 
against the Christians, it is natural 
that ghettos are created. Thicker 
walls will be created between com-
munities. The church has to take 
the lead in opening dialogue with 
oppressive groups at least in peace-
ful times. 

5. The safe Christians are to 
show effective moral support to 
the oppressed Christians. The NRI 
Christians have done it many times. 
There are people who feel that the 
church’s protest goes to the street 
only when priests and nuns are 
attacked. Effective solidarity with 
the victims shown through public 
gestures can have lasting and salu-
tary impact.

6. Many reasons precipitate at-
tacks on Christians. One of  them, 
at least in certain cases, could be 
that missionary Christians remain 

The Gospel of Jesus and his 
followers are bound to face 
opposition. The absence of 
any trouble may indicate 
lethargy and dearth of faith

“ “
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“I have collected a speci-
men of  every bird found 

in India”, Bro. Navarro would tell 
his many friends who would come 
to visit his remarkable Natural 
History Museum at St. Xavier’s 
High School, Fort-Bombay. This 
was neither an idle boast nor a tall 
claim, for he could substantiate 
every claim. Carefully catalogued 
and stored in large wooden cases, 
were specimens of  the 2300 birds 
which make their home in our 
vast sub-continent. He even  had 
a couple of  world records and a 
good number of  Indian records to 
his credit at the time of  his death. 
He had a bird named after him, the 
‘Dumantia Hyuperhythra Navarro’ 
or “Navarro’s white-throated bab-
bler”!   

‘Brothers’ have been a precious 
lot in the Church engaging in all 
areas of  service and Navarro is but 
one among many such religious 
brothers whose hard work and 

Religious Brothers

dedication has contributed greatly 
to the welfare of  our society. A 
priest has many reservations and 
limitations while a Brother is 
welcome in every human situation. 
This thought led many a talented 
young man to be a Consecrated 
Brother. Like St. Francis of  Assisi 
who remained a Brother all his life 
and made the whole Universe his 
home, a religious brother “be-
comes all things to all humans” to 
communicate the message of  Jesus, 
the elder brother. A brother is a 
Christian who commits himself  
to Christ and the Christian com-
munity by the vows of  poverty, 
chastity and obedience. Not only is 
he in service to the community, he 
himself  lives in a religious commu-
nity that centres his life. 

It is from this root and interior 
life that he is able to meet the 
needs of  the Church in ministries 

such as teaching, social work, tech-
nical education, education of  the 
differently abled, university educa-
tion etc. The ministries of  religious 
brothers are varied and reflect the 
traditions of  a given community. 
In the beginning brothers were an 
independent lot; later on due to 
clericalization of  religious life they 
became part of  the Congregations 
of  priests. Due to the chang-
ing attitudes of  priests, religious 
Brothers who belonged to  clerical 
Congregations sometimes suf-
fered from differential treatment, 
feelings of  being ‘something less’, 
resulting in an identity crisis. Today 
many communities of  religious 
brothers have sprouted taking 
impetus from the Vatican II.  

“The life of  a religious brother 
is at the risk of  being valued more 
for what he does than for what he 
is, and what he represents. To a 
great extent this has come about 

Religious Brothers of India, at their National Assembly held at 
Bangalore, reflected on their call and its challenges today
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because of  the over emphasis in 
doing things rather than being a 
radical follower of  Jesus’ way of  
life”, observes Br. K.M Joseph, 
National president of  CRI. This 
definitely is a fodder for thought; 
it is from the essence of  life one’s 
mission emerges.  

“Brotherness’ embraces the 
whole humanity, beginning with 
one’s own community”, comments 
Br. Pius CMSF. ‘Brotherness’ im-
plies the state of  being a brother to 
one and all (“brother sun and sister 
moon”), in whichever place one is, 
and among whatever people and 
situation one finds with. 

“A major challenge to Broth-
erhood today is to recoup the 
prophetic voice of  the Church”, 
asserts Br. Jesudoss SHJ. A Brother 
becomes a reminder of  God’s sav-
ing presence, a Sacrament of  the 
Kingdom (VC.60) However, as in 
all forms of  religious life Religious 
brothers are also faced with major 
challenges. They are in no way 
detrimental but are opportunities 
that call for change and effective-
ness. The areas of  spirituality, 
fraternal life, mission, leadership 
and structures stand in need of  
renewal and adaptation in response 
to the changing needs of  humanity. 
Superiors are to seriously consider 
structural changes wherever neces-
sary, and be open to major changes 
in areas of  frontier ministries.

A joyful, fulfilled and commit-
ted Brother disciple can attract 
today’s youth to the vocation of  
brotherhood. This was repeatedly 
reinforced by the XIIth National 
Convention of  National Assembly 
of  Religious Brothers of  India 
(NARBI) which took place at 
Bangalore from May 18-21. The 
definite focus of  this Meet was 
“Creative Ministry of  Brothers”. 
The gathering with a volume of  
about 150 Brothers reaffirmed the 
vocation to brotherhood as a call 
to ‘brotherness’, and a challenge 
to live the evangelical life with the 
freshness of  renewed love. The 
Assembly extended an invitation 
to all Brothers to seek change 

-- personal and Congregational-- 
and find new expressions to one’s 
unique Charism, in order to make 
Jesus Christ tangible for the men 
and women of  today. “Consecrated 
life itself  is a mission. Religious life 
cannot be reduced to some apos-
tolic activity alone but it should be 
a life of  witness that gives meaning 
and direction to life,” said its final 
statement. 

The new Governing Board for 
the coming triennium is formed 
of    Franciscan Brother Giles as 
President, Montfort Brother Paul 
Raj, Vice President and 10 Broth-
ers from different congregations as 
members. 

NARBI was formed during the 
first National Convention of  Reli-

gious Brothers in May, 1979, held 
at the Papal Athenaeum, Pune. At 
present, NARBI conducts theo-
logical and Philosophical short 
programmes, summer courses, 
edits and publishes a journal called 
“FRATERNITY” and coordinates 
the activities of  the Brothers from 
all the Brotherhood congregations 
in India. NARBI functions from 
Vidya deep College, annexed to 
CRI Brothers’ Institute at Banga-
lore.   

Br. Jesudass SSP 
Exec. Secretary, NARBI

The Church is predominantly a 
lay organization. But the Church 
we see today is mostly priest-
centred. Priests feature strongly 
in the popular image of  modern 
Catholicism. Media often conveys 
the impression that priests form 
the heart and soul of  the Catholic 
Church. A lot of  official teach-
ing, while trying to emphasize the 
role of  the laity, ends up reinforc-
ing the central role of  priests. 

Br. Paul Raj SG
V.President, NARBI 

Today there are over 1,100,000,000 
Catholics in the world. There are 
approximately 450,000 ordained 
members; some deacons, most 
are priests. That means 99.95% 
of  the Catholic Church consists 
of  lay people, while the ordained 
clergy form just 00.05%. “In a 
Church so overwhelmingly lay in 
nature, why do a handful of  priests 
have such extraordinary power 
and significance? Why such gross 
imbalance between the many and 
the few? Why Catholic discourses 
so often go on from the perspec-
tive of  priests? These are questions 
often raised by great writers like 
Diarmuid O’Murchu and Sandra 
Scheniders. 

NARBI Executive (2011- 14)

Stop being priest-centred
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Philip Manthara SJ was always a 
restless soul, because as a novice he saw a 
poor harijan tied to a tree, being beaten 
up by the landlord’s men. Probably it 
was he who for the first time challenged 
the very concept of  social work in the 
Church, with his social awareness pro-
grammes in rural Bihar. He has many 
disciples- religious, diocesan priests and 
lay leaders. He popularized non-formal 
education. At 74, besides his casual, 
almost regular animation chats with co-
workers, he networks with several social 
activist groups  in India and regularly 
knocks at government portals in Patna, 
on behalf  of  the poorest.  Phil shares his 
views with Companion. 

The uniqueness of  your social 
engagement? 

We have been trying to develop 
a new orientation to Church’s 
Social service. Social action or 
social awareness building hence 
geared towards the root cause of  
problems like oppression of  the 
poor. Its primary thrust is not on 
providing material help, or relief  
work, but on empowering them 
to become self  reliant. It is, as the 
saying goes, not giving fish, but 
teaching to fish. While we concen-
trated on awareness building pro-
grammes for grown-ups, universal 
primary education was aimed at 
children as in Bihar most children 
did not go to school then.  
The motivation for your initia-
tive? 

The inspiration came from the 
31st General Congregation of  the 
Jesuits in the early Seventies, which 
spoke of  the service of  faith and 
the promotion of  justice. We were 
all fired up by our own Christian 
vision. Jesuits like Gabriel Gon-
salves, Joseph Srampickal, Thomas 
Chackalackal and others were 
unhappy educating rich kids in the 
city schools. We were taken aback 
by the appalling poverty, system-
atic oppression and the plight of  
the poorest in the rural areas. We 
told ourselves that we needed 
to do something to change their 
lives. Stories of  starvation deaths, 
bonded labour and oppression of  

the poorest by landlords moved us. 
Bihar being the most underdevel-
oped State in India, we felt the dire 
need to contribute to its develop-
ment. 
The roadmap you pursued? 

We started with Paolo Friere’s 
concept of  conscientization. We 
further moved on to study the 
contradictions in the economic, so-
cial, political and cultural contexts. 
Initially we invited religious under 
formation to the rural areas during 
the summer months. That helped 
to acquire first-hand experience 
of  the actual life and sufferings of  
the poor. We also had the happy 
realization that these people had 
tremendous ‘richness’ in the areas 
of  traditional medicine, cultural 
media, traditional crafts etc. We 
used both the strengths and weak-
nesses to develop social awareness 
among them. In the process of  
analysis,   we used their own cultur-
al media - songs, dances, puppetry, 
riddles, story-telling forms, drama 
etc, followed by long animated 
discussions, almost like in Friere’s 
‘cultural action for education’.
The primary impediments?

The educated were prejudiced 

and said that the casteless people 
and the harijans can   never 
change; they can only do their 
traditional jobs of  scavenging or 
daily labour, they are simply the 
scum of  the earth. Thus these 
people succumbed to fatalism and 
self  depreciation. They could not 
accept that they too can study and 
go forward in life. Our first effort 
was to convince them of  the need 
of  education.  
Influence of  religious cultural 
system?

Very much. We realized there 
were certain groups of  people, to-
tally marginalized. They had no op-
portunities at all, even to think of  
their situation, because they were 
kept busy as cheap labourers by the 
powerful people. Society did not 
offer them education as a means 
of  progress. The prevailing societal 
structures made marginalization 
inevitable. Rural folk considered it 
a necessity to have many children 
so that they had more hands at 
work. Children worked even from 
the tender age of  4. In fact, the 
development system could not 
accommodate too many and that 
further resulted in marginalization. 

Philip Manthara SJ

Social Action 
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Hinduism supported this system 
under caste system. As a result, the 
rich and the powerful dominated 
and controlled the system. They 
benefited most, the rich becoming 
richer, the poor becoming poorer, 
and the poorer left still more mar-
ginalized.
 Democracy under an elected 
government?

Democracy needs people who 
are able to go beyond the existing 
social structures.

For that education, exposure to 
new ideas, experiment with new 
ideas etc. are needed. Or else, as 
Alexis Tocqueville commented 
democracy is just useless. Every-
one knows Bihar has had the least 
effects of  democracy. In Bihar 
the practice of  ‘being in power 
means corruption’ has come to be 
accepted. 
Your achievement in the past 
40 years?   

Some of  the poor have grown 
into the realization of  their dignity. 
They have started resisting oppres-
sion. They realize that their chil-
dren could study and progress and 
enjoy social benefits as do the rich. 
The percentage of  school going 
children has steeply in increased. 
Some are even attending college. 
More are into jobs, into politics, 

etc. They are capable of  realizing 
that OBCs like Lallu Yadav and 
Nitish Kumar play caste politics. 
However these people still need 
guidance and support. Bloodless 
revolutions take time to reveal 
results. It is not a product but a 
process of  regaining their lost 
humanity. The change is not only 
among the people but also among 
those who work for the liberation 
of  the poor. Many sought pro-
fessional competence – lawyers, 
rural managers & administrators, 
advocacy activists, etc. Our own 
personnel have gotten to govern-
ment administration roles in total 
literacy programmes. I am happy 
more than 20 Jesuits of  Patna 
province and several others are 
fully involved in social action.  
Mother Teresa’s work?

She was compassion incarnate 
and she lived her convictions. She 
was helping the dying to have 
a dignified death which society 
denied them. They felt at least in 
death, someone cared for them. In-
stead, ours is a long-term goal. We 
dream for the day people are able 
to stand on their feet and demand 
their rights from the State/Soci-
ety. Hence we were against taking 
foreign money, as do many NGOs. 
People must rise up to raise their 

voice against middlemen usurping 
their share.
And the future?

Education is the key to develop-
ment. Facilitate the education of  
the poorest. That will enable them 
to challenge social evils from a 
rights based approach. Right to 
information, right to education, 
Panchayat raj (self  rule) etc are in 
the right direction.  
Church’s role?

Jesus had a preferential option 
for the poorest  and so we need to 
realize that it is our duty to stand 
for them and help them come up. 
Not by feeding them with money, 
or giving them financial support 
through relief  etc. In fact  the 
government has enough and more 
projects to  help them materially, 
but because of  the people’s lack 
of  knowledge of  these projects, 
the  middlemen grab them.  This 
must stop and it can stop only if  
people know that they are system-
atically cheated by these middle-
men. Finally, we may not solve all 
their problems; neither did Jesus 
or Gandhi. What is important that 
we are at least on the right direc-
tion. We can be happy if  we have 
contributed to make some people 
conscious of  their rights.
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In the last forty years, priestly 
formation has come in for a 

lot of  reflection among seminary 
staff: there is feeling that our stu-
dents could do much better. Their 
human and ministerial forma-
tion appears to be inadequate. In 
1969, the national convention of  
major seminary staff  proposed 
that a person should complete 
his graduation in a regular college 
before starting his philosophical 
studies. I was part of  the conven-
tion. We were not concerned about 
an academic degree, but about the 
exposure a person gets when doing 
a regular graduation. The bish-
ops did not accept this proposal. 
They were afraid that were they to 
wait for people to complete their 
graduation they won’t have many 
‘vocations’. On the other hand, 
were they to recruit them before 

Ministers
in the Making

graduation and then send them to 
college, the students might leave 
after completing their gradua-
tion. When people join too young 
they are not really clear as to what 
they should do. Years ago, a very 
senior colleague of  mine, who 
had been the rector of  two big 
scholasticates, while speaking of  
his students, remarked to me: “I 
do not know what these young 
men want. I only hope they know 
what they want.” One reason for 
the sad situation is that most of  
our students who join when they 
are too young. 

Another disturbing fact is that 
very few gifted people think of  
the priesthood as a meaningful 
option. The rector of  one minor 
seminary thinks that “Only those 
young men who are not able to 
get into professional colleges or 

top institutes end up by joining the 
seminaries.” It may not be correct 
to think that this is the case with 
every seminarian, but it is true of  
many, perhaps the majority, of  our 
students. I myself  have had a simi-
larly revealing experience. In 1986, 
I was trying to convince a bishop 
to send his students for graduation 
to a regular college, before they 
began their philosophy. He replied: 
“Most of  my students will not get 
admission in a decent college.” 

Recent sociological studies on 
priestly ministry and related ques-
tions provide us some painful 
empirical data. If  people leave 
the Church, then it is because the 
Church has failed – at least in their 
perception. They wish to experi-
ence the Church as deeply humane; 
as more concerned about human 
values: truth, equality, and justice. 

The need of the hour is to have pastors trained to meet the needs 
of the people and the exigencies of the Gospel. Fr. Subhash 
Anand reflects on this issue



Fr. Abraham Giri Raju
Vice- Rector 
St. Peter’s Pontifical Seminary
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They wish to hear not just dogmas, 
but a reasoned out and meaning-
ful presentation of  the message 
of  Jesus, a message made credible 
by the lives of  those who claim 
to present it. They long to meet 
pastors who are open to dialogue, 
who do not feel threatened when 
questioned, who are transparent in 
money matters. Vatican II stated: 
“the desired renewal of  the whole 
Church depends to a great extent 
on the ministry of  its priests” 
(Optatam totius, int.). Without real 
renewal, New Evangelization will 
just not be possible. How, then, do 
we get the ministers we need for 
New Evangelization?

Our priests and bishops emerge 
from our seminaries. Hence the 
seminaries have a tremendous re-
sponsibility. In fairness to the semi-
nary staff, I must say that even the 
best horse trainer cannot prepare 
a lame horse for the races. I have 
been on the staff  of  two major 
seminaries for thirty-five years, and 
have been visiting staff  to many 
other centres for priestly training. It 
is my conviction that we need to be 
much more selective when it comes 
to admit people to the seminary. 
Others too working in seminaries 
have voiced their concerns. The 
priesthood, especially in the poorer 
countries, symbolizes prestige and 
power, money and comfort. We 
need to explode the myth that 
these countries have many ‘voca-
tions’.  

During the CBCI meeting in 
1988, a commission entrusted with 
the task of  formulating a charter 
for priestly formation for India, 
proposed that free regency be 
made mandatory for all seminar-
ians: after philosophy, the seminar-
ians take a break and find a job 
outside the ecclesiastical frame and 
work for at least a year. During this 
time they would be totally on their 
own, taking care of  their mate-
rial needs. Once again the bishops 
rejected the proposal. They were 
frightened: if  our seminarians 
succeed in getting a job, they may 
not return. This is also another 
difficult issue. More recently, in 

2004, a bishop shared with me his 
concern: many of  his priests lose 
interest in pastoral ministry after 
they are forty plus. I told him that 
it was the result of  the mid-life 
crisis they have gone through, and 
now they are not really enjoying 
pastoral work. He asked me for 
my suggestion. I proposed free 
regency. He replied: “Most of  my 
seminarians will not get a job.” 
I was tempted to ask him: “Is 
that the reason why they want to 
become priests?”

When people with poor intellec-
tual capacities join the seminary, 
then it becomes very difficult to 
make them persons capable of  

critical reflection. Once one of  my 
Jesuit companions made his final 
vows, during which he promised 
to teach catechism to children 
– as this is part of  the formula. 
During dinner I jokingly told him: 
“I have never seen you teaching 
catechism!” Prompt was his reply: 
“What do you think I am doing 
when I lecture in theology in the 
seminary?” This is not just a funny 
reply. It is true. In 1985, I shared 
with a bishop my anxiety about the 
quality of  his students. He replied: 
“If  they know their catechism well, 
I am more than satisfied!” Many of  
our bishops do not have much of  
a choice.

Formation, an Uphill Task

In the Teaching of  the Holy 
Father Pope Benedict XVI he 
speaks about the threats of  
Relativism. I have noticed that 
this threat is slowly creeping 
into the formative years of  
future ministers for evangeliza-
tion.  Today it is indeed a big 
challenge to be part of  the for-
mation team, to address issues 
and accompany the students 
in their formative journey. In 
fact, most of  them do desire 
for change. The formation 
houses have come a long way 
from what they had been in the 
past - at least from the days I 
had been a student and now 
when I see it in close proximity 

as a formator. When we identify 
and handle specific problems in 
individuals usually their back-
ground is referred to. Then we 
find the causes for the negative 
factors. The background of  each 
person has direct correlation to 
his strengths and weaknesses. 
Formators should be able to go 
beyond human considerations 
and help them to discover 
themselves for a realistic trans-
formation after the model of  
Jesus. Formation houses must be 
places of  positive energy where 
persons can grow and learn 
to communicate compassion 
and care to all. That will enable 
them to ‘give their life’ to com-
municate the Kingdom values 
and make Christ present to the 
people. One can never overem-
phasize the need for genuine role 
models among the staff, in our 
formation houses.

To be prophetic implies the capac-
ity to distance oneself from the 
crowd, to ask difficult questions, 
and to risk one’s security
“ “



Bp Thomas Dabre
Pune
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A third reason for our sad situ-
ation is the fact that for poorer 
students, the priesthood offers 
ample opportunities for social 
mobility. We have seminaries that 
combine the ecclesiastical course 
in philosophy with secular stud-
ies leading to graduation. Our 
seminarians put in much more 
work for the latter, but neglect 
their ecclesiastical studies. As 
one seminary professor stated it, 
they know very well that whether 
“they study or not, they will be 
ordained. We need people for our 
institutions and so even if  they 
just pass it doesn’t matter.” Many 
seminarians are not motivated to 
study hard – or not at all. They 
spend a lot of  their time watch-
ing TV, surfing the internet, etc. It 
is not enough for a person to be 
pious. He must have the capacity 
of  critical reflection. As a result, 
when they come for ordination, 
many of  our seminarians are not 
really intellectually prepared for 
the task today.

All institutions tend to safe-
guard their interest, often at 
the cost of  truth. The Roman 
Catholic Church is no exception 
to this malaise – as was shown by 
the child abuse problem. Persons 
who are likely to ask questions 
that will embarrass the institution 

tend to be excluded from leader-
ship roles. Rome tries to make sure 
that the candidates chosen to be 
bishops are ‘safe’ people. If  this is 
how bishops are chosen, then the 
Church may not hope to have en-
lightened and critical leadership. In 
choosing candidates for the bish-
opric, what Vatican II has to say 
needs to be borne in mind: “The 
bishops should present Christian 
doctrine in a manner adapted to 
the needs of  the times, that is to 
say, in a manner that will respond 

to the difficulties and questions 
by which people are especially 
burdened and troubled” (Christus 
Dominus, 13). 

Only bishops who are intellec-
tually competent and honest can 
do this. Only such bishops will be 
able to challenge their priests and 
urge them to make their homilies a 
source of  ongoing faith-formation 
for the People of  God. Only such 
bishops will understand, appreci-
ate and support theologians who 
are struggling to make Christian 
doctrine more meaningful to our 
times. Only such bishops will ex-
ercise a prophetic ministry within 
the Church. There can be no 
evangelization without prophetic 
leadership. 

To be prophetic implies the ca-
pacity to distance oneself  from the 
crowd, to ask difficult questions, 
and to risk one’s security. This 
will mean that our candidates for 
pastoral ministry come with greater 
human maturity, more intellectual 
aptitude, and adequate secular 
studies so as not need the ministry 
for their personal survival.

We need proper recruit-
ment policy for admission to 
seminary, accurate evaluation 
of  seminarians in training and 
an appropriate selection policy 
for their yearly promotion and 
admission to canonical min-
istries and Holy Orders. I do 
not think that free regency is a 
PANACEA for our problems 
with seminarians and priests. 
However, I admit that free 
regency can be useful in certain 

cases. I personally have no dif-
ficulty admitting candidates to the 
minor seminary and subsequently 
to philosophy and theology even 
if  they are teenagers and without 
graduation. The Church has can-
onized teenagers and youths like 
St. Maria Goretti, St. Dominic 
Savio and others. What the can-
didate for the priesthood needs 
is an open mind, and heart with a 
listening ear to God who speaks 
to him and calls him. We have 
today many committed priests 
like Subhash Anand himself  who 
were teenagers without gradua-
tion at their entry. 

Subhash Anand
St. Paul’s School, Bhupalpura
Udaipur, 313001

Docility and Openness
Necessary Requisites
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people leave the Church and take 
to Pentecostal groups etc.”   

Most youth and even older 
people take pleasure in shar-
ing mundane matters and sweet 
nothings on Social Networking 
Sites (SNS) like Facebook, Twit-
ter, MySpace, Open Space, Orkut, 
Flickr etc. There are those who use 
these for more serious educational 
purposes and even to discuss their 
faith. Still others flaunt on the large 
number of  their online friends - 
more or less superficial contacts. 
Some seek romantic relationships. 
However, the number of  those 
who think that SNS can be used 
for more serious matters is on the 
increase. Media being mere tools, it 
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Social Networks
for Evangelization

“I began blogging in 2005. I 
was then an assistant parish 

priest in the suburb of  Yogyakarta. 
I used to call it a village parish. 
My initial idea was to put on the 
Net my own Sunday homilies. I 
never even imagined to be asked 
questions regarding these posts 
from my parishioners and others 
who never came to the Church. I 
began answering them. Later when 
Facebook developed I brought 
all of  them to form a group on 
Facebook,” says Fr. Elis Handko, a 
student of  Masters in Communica-
tions at the Pontifical Gregorian 
University.

“My interest in starting a theo-
logical discussion group in Orkut 

started with my encounters with 
actual youth around my parish. 
They hardly attended Church. 
However, they showed interest to 
engage in discussions with me. I 
collected their e-mails and asked 
them to join Orkut; thus started 
our sharing on serious matters,” 
recalls Fr. Shajan Thachiyath, a 
young priest working in a suburb 
parish in Italy. He participates in 
74 communities on Orkut. He is 
one of  the administrators of  a 
community called, ‘I am proud 
to be a Christian’. He also started 
another christened as ‘Imitation of  
Christ’. “We discuss the Christian 
faith, current issues in the Church, 
like pedophilia, and why many lay 

Social Networks, the latest entry in Communications, is a boon 
to share God’s message effectively with a generation that is tech 
savvy. 



Christian leaders need to think of these 
opportunities as means to make the 
Word of God more relevant to a people 
who are losing their sense of being in the 
world

is the user who has the control, to 
use these for their concerns. 

In SNS, one encounters all types 
of  people with varied interests, as 
is at a Railway Station or Bus Stop. 
Exchanging pleasantries is just the 
minimum usage of  any SNS. The 
diversity of  the people we meet on 
the Net creates the possibility to 
create groups with varied interests. 
This is where one can start groups 
and invite interested friends. 

There are persons who use SNSs 
just for time pass and often they 
engage in virtual rooms, alien to 
the really real. But rightly motivat-
ed people can use the special ad-
vantage of  SNS, to come to know 
the friends of  friends and extend 
one’s friendship circle. Thus we 
can infer that cyber space offers 
infinite possibilities to spread the 
Good News. It is a completely 
mundane, secular space but a free 
space and the Good News bearers 
can easily engage here. The style 
of  this space is non threatening 
and spontaneous. Those interested 

can ‘listen’ and others can quietly 
click out.   

A social Networker must of  
course know the specific nature of  
this space and needs to be gentle, 
humble, creative and always non-
threatening, like a true friend.   

 “The young people’s ever 
greater involvement in the pub-
lic digital forum, created by the 
so-called social networks, helps to 
establish new forms of  interper-
sonal relations, influences self-
awareness and therefore, inevitably 
poses questions not only of  how 
to act properly, but also about the 
authenticity of  one’s own being. 
Entering cyberspace can be a sign 
of  an authentic search for personal 
encounters with others, provided 
that attention is paid to avoiding 
possible dangers. Christian leaders 
need to think of  these opportuni-
ties as means to make the word 
of  God more relevant to a people 
who are losing their sense of  being 
in the world,” said Pope Benedict 
XVI on the World Communication 

day, 2011. 
More and more parishes and as-

sociations have started to share in-
formation, pool ideas and commu-
nicate new appointments through 
SNSs. There are parish-SNSs that 
have developed the possibility of  
online Catechesis for children. 
Members of  this group contribute 
to make it a success. There other 
priests like Shajan and Elis who 
regularly respond to questions on 
Christian faith from individuals 
and groups. Anyone who signs in 
to one’s Facebook or any other 
SNS account and searches for 
words like, theology, catechesis, 
faith formation, liturgy etc., can 
find people and groups involved 
in this pursuit. All Saints Faith 
Formation (Albany, NY), Pursuit 
of  theology, Catholic Community 
of  St. Thomas More (NC), Adult 
Catechesis (Seattle), are SNS sites 
that have established their mark in 
this area.   

Online discussion on faith 
matters, philosophical, theologi-
cal and spiritual issues are on the 
increase. A major advantage of  
being online is the possibility 
of  instant and easy interactivity. 
Questions that come from the 
receivers give a clear picture of  the 
difficulties and challenges ordinary 
people have in living their faith, in 
concrete situations. For example, 
a discussion on the legalization of  
homosexual unions, could lead to 
the realization that it is not only 
anti-Christian but anti-social as 
well, as it knocks off  the very basis 
of  society -- the family.    

In the digital public place (tech-
nically called Newsfeed status in 
Facebook), one can also publish 
inspiring thoughts, videos, music 
etc. which can be seen and heard 
by anybody who enters in an SNS.  

The possibilities of  the Cyber-
space are immense. Jesus has said, 
“You will do greater things than 
these because I go to the Father.” 
Here is an opportunity for greater 
things, offered by modern technol-
ogy.

G. Anil Kumar 
Bhuvaneswar

“ “
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In Hindu tradition there is the 
story of  the highway robber be-

coming Valmiki, the epic poet after 
his discovery of  God.  In Buddhist 
tradition the dreaded killer Abgu-
limala was tamed by Gautama, the 
Buddha. Emperor Ashoka who in 
his conquests devastated Orissa was 
so moved by the people’s plight that 
the remorse led to his conversion to 
Buddhism and creation of  the only 
pacifist kingdom the world has ever 
seen.  The New Testament records 
Saul the relentless persecutor of  
early Christians transforming into 
the greatest messenger of  Christ. I 
have always wondered what is the 
critical factor in these and similar 
incidents that turned critics to adu-
lation, sinners to become saints.  

It seems that God wants us to 
see, just as he does, that under the 
cover of  hatred and cruelty even 
the worst of  criminals do hide a 
human heart. God touches them 
at the right time and place so that 

Critical Factor 
in Conversion

the upper crust of  poison-filled 
hatred melts and the humanness 
pops up. Sworn atheists like Aldous 
Huxley, C.S. Lewis and others fac-
ing a turning point in their lives 
became spiritual almost overnight.  

I too was never able to see the 
true Christ behind the words of  
the Gospels for long even though I 
was moving among Christians. My 
wife was a Christian and myself  a 
Hindu drifted into some sort of  
agnostic cynicism. I did consider 
spirituality as great. However I did 
not see  it  confronting the reality 
of  justice being denied to the poor 
and the issues that led to poverty. In 
such a situation asking people to be 
good would only render them vic-
tims of  the crafty and the wicked.   

My turning point came when de-
spite my own caution I helped out 
a person claiming to be a Catholic 
priest at the Delhi airport ticketing 
counter, to enable him to carry two 
large suitcases by including them in 

my luggage. He was going to Rome 
for studies and had no extra money 
and I too was going to Rome for 
a journalistic assignment from the 
paper I was working for. Within 
minutes I was too conscious I had 
done a mistake. Who knows if  the 
other chap was actually a priest! I 
cursed myself  and wondered what 
force made me do this risky act. I 
felt that at the moment I was not 
myself  and someone else was forc-
ing my action. On questioning him 
closely it was confirmed that he was 
a priest.  He said he was conscious 
of  the problem of  carrying over-
weight luggage but his bishop had 
told him “Do not worry. God will 
send someone at the airport to help 
you out”.  For the first time I felt 
that perhaps God had overruled me 
and made me do something which 
travellers are told never to do.

Then onwards the Gospel words 
that formerly left me untouched 
began to acquire new meaning.  
St.John chapter 10 depicts Jesus as 
the Good Shepherd who knocks at 
the door and calls each sheep by 
its name. Yes, this is a call which 
overwhelms you and you respond 
as never before, leaving you totally 
different.  24 years from that event, 
when I accepted Jesus, an entirely 
new world has opened out to me.  

Of  all the religions in the world, 
the one Jesus founded was dedi-
cated  to establish a kingdom of  
justice, peace and joy,(Rom. 14:17) 
through sacrifice of  oneself. Jesus 
himself  showed the way through 
his own death on the Cross. I 
could find new meaning in Apostle 
Thomas asking to see the wounds 
on Jesus body and St. Paul declar-
ing that for “those who believe 
the cross is the power and wis-
dom of  God”(1 Cor.1:18). You 
need to be “called” and then your 
world turns, your inner eye opens 
up revealing a different perspec-
tive. I hope to speak more on these 
findings in subsequent fortnights.

Rajendra Prabhu is a senior journalist who worked with national newspapers in 
Delhi as special correspondent and also wrote on science, technology and communi-
cations. He has visited many countries. His recent books include ‘Understanding 
Jesus and Why Jesus’

Rajendra Prabhu
Senior journalist  
Delhi



wE arE thE ChurCh

It was 2.15 a.m on Easter 
Monday of  1929. The faith-

ful, after celebrating the Easter 
Vigil at Ambakona Parish (now 
in Chhattisgarh) had returned 
to their respective villages feast-
ing with the risen Lord. What 
followed was horrendous. Two 
assailants attacked Fr. Demonceau 
and Fr. Andries with a sword and 
a country made hatchet. Though 
taken by surprise, both the priests 
fought gallantly but were severely 
wounded. When the assaulters had 
run away Fr. Demonceau managed 
to alert the neighbourhood with a 
gunshot in the air. Soon the villag-
ers rushed to the parish bungalow 
with axes and bows and arrows. 
They were horrified to see their 
beloved pastors fatally wounded 

Catholic Church in 
Chotanagpur 
Consolidation and Expansion

but soon attended on them. A 
messenger was dispatched on the 
mission horse to Gholeng, 28 
miles away. Relays of  porters were 
organized to carry the wounded to 
the Government hospital at Sogra, 
six miles from Jashpurnagar.  

The infamous local landlord 
named Boko Sardar was behind 
the attack. He wanted that Catho-
lics worked at his well, even on 
Easter Sunday. Fr. Demonceau had 
suggested that the labourers would 
do the needful on Easter Monday. 
This angered him. He decided 
to finish off  Fr. Demonceau for 
daring to defy him! The Jashpur 
Police caught the assailants and the 
criminal court sentenced them to 
life imprisonment in the Andaman 
Islands. 

The Expansion
The new diocese of  Ranchi was 

formed in 1927. On December 13, 
1951, by Decree of  the Holy See, 
Ranchi was further divided into 
two Dioceses – Patna and Raigarh. 
The Diocese of  Ranchi was raised 
to the status of  an Archdiocese 
in 1952. Two smaller Dioceses - 
Gumla and Simdega were culled 
out from Ranchi 1993, in view of  
pastoral accessibility. Already in 
1984, the Mission of  Andamans 
and Nichobar had been elevated 
into a Diocese. The Diocese of  
Khunti was established in 1995 by 
Pope John Paul II, with southern 
territory taken from the Archdio-
cese of  Ranchi.  

Due to the rapid growth of  
the Chotanagpur Mission, it was 
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thought necessary to call the 
American Jesuits of  Maryland 
Province to the newly created 
Diocese of  Jamshedpur in 1962 
and the Australian Jesuits to the 
Hazaribagh Region in 1951. The 
Diocese of  Daltonganj was created 
in 1971 and the Diocese of  Haz-
aribagh in 1989. Similarly the whole 
of  Gangpur, Bonai and Bamra of  
the state of  Orissa went over from 
Ranchi Diocese to the new diocese 
of  Sambalpur in 1951.    
The 2nd half  of  the 20th 
Century

With the firm foundation of  
Catholic faith laid by Fr. Constant 
Lievens and other great missionar-
ies in the beginning and supported 
by the institutionalization of  the 
various service sectors – pastoral, 
educational, health, socio-economic 
development – in the first half  of  
the 20th century, the Church of  
Chotanagpur got consolidated and 
expanded very fast. 

 It is interesting to observe how 
the tribal Church of  Chotanagpur 
further prospered in the 2nd half  
of  the 20th century. In the 1950s, 
evangelization and conversion 
continued in a major way. Churches 
were built in the typical gothic style 
and the Gregorian chants in Latin 
were heard at full blast during holy 
mass. Occasionally, this would 
also be accompanied by organs, 
throughout Chotanagpur. The 
priests, nuns, catechists and teach-
ers gave prime importance to the 
deepening the faith of  their people 
through  catechism classes for the 
students and  mission preaching 
in the parishes and villages for the 
adults. The Parish priests made 
regular visits to the faithful in vil-
lages during the season of  Lent and 
Advent. Month of  May, dedicated 
to Our Lady was used as an oc-
casion to foster daily family and 
community prayer. Every village 
eagerly awaited the May-Procession 
in devotion to Our Lady and a 
grand Eucharistic celebration in-
cluding cultural programmes in the 
evening. This would invariably in-
corporate religious plays where the 

appearance of  the devil in all its 
paraphernalia left much impression 
among the faithful of  the rank and 
file, including the non-Christian 
audience.  

From the early sixties, the 
Vatican II catalyze phenomenal 
changes in the liturgy and life style 
of  the Catholics. The Latin Masses 
and hymns were changed to the 
vernacular. The Church’s theol-
ogy from “No salvation outside 
the Catholic Church” was changed 
to “Finding the seeds of  God’s 
revelation in other religions and 
the presence of  Christ in other 
traditions.” Ecumenism was ac-
cepted and Christian Unity Octave 
(Jan 18 – 25) was observed among 
different Church denominations. 
Evangelization widened its scope 
from conversions to the holistic 
and integral liberation of  all. The 
number of  educated Catholics in 
all walks of  life including the cleri-
cal and religious life increased. 

In the 1970s, taking the impe-
tus from the Council teachings, 
ecumenism was further fostered 
in Chotanagpur. An inter-denom-
inational organization for devel-
opment called Vikas Maitri was 
created in Ranchi in 1969. This was 
also the outcome of  the 1967- Sur-
vey in Chotanagpur. Inculturation 
was promoted with zeal especially 
in the liturgy. It was most visible in 
Church singing and publications. 
The planting of  the gospel in the 
local culture was encouraged. In 
1969, led by Fr. Stockmann, the 
Catholic Church celebrated the 
centenary of  its implantation in the 
soil of  Chotanagpur. Similarly, the 
centenary of  Fr. Lievens’ arrival 
here was commemorated in the 

third week of  March, 1985.
The last decade of  the 20th 

century was significant to the 
Chotanagpur Church. It can be 
called a decade of  the indigenous 
people. During this period, the 
Catholic tribal leadership played a 
crucial role in asserting the owner-
ship rights over their lands and 
resources, triggered immediately by 
the development-induced displace-
ment particularly in the case of  
the Netarhat Field Firing Project. 
It would displace about  60,000 
people from 245 villages. But the 
Catholic tribal leadership led a 
non-violent protest in 1994 and the 
project was stayed for ten years. 
Even now the people are putting 
up  stiff  resistance to the impend-
ing anti -people project.

Similarly, the Panchayat Exten-
sion to the Scheduled Areas Act 
(PESA) of  1996 has enabled them 
to assert their socio-cultural iden-
tity. This has spurred them to seek 
a rightful space in the democratic 
decentralization based on their  tra-
ditional system of  governance.

The Tribal Catholic Church of  
Chotanagpur was indeed  a unique 
vineyard of  the Lord in the past 
hundred years. It did experience 
the holistic liberation gifted by Je-
sus Christ. The Gospel has yielded 
abundant fruit in this soil. Though 
much remains to be done to 
achieve true freedom, justice and 
equality, today we have a strong 
and vibrant Catholic tribal Church 
here.  

34 Smart Companion India   May 2011 Smart Companion India   May 2011 35

“ “
Dr  Alex Ekka SJ

     Director, Xavier Institute 
    of Social Service, Ranchi.

COMP

Catholic tribal leadership played 
a crucial role in asserting the own-
ership rights over their lands and 
resources



Priestly celibacy has always 
been a controversial issue in 

the Catholic Church. This practice 
goes back to several traditions, 
the most important being that of  
the lifestyle and ministry of  Jesus. 
Catholic tradition asserts that Jesus 
never married; instead He devoted 
His life to His ‘family’ of  followers 
and to His ministry. Celibacy was 
imposed on Catholic priests in the 
12th century. Compulsory celibacy 
was not a practice of  the early 
Church. We know that saint Peter 
had a mother-in-law; that some 
of  the apostles were married, and 
some early Popes were (without 
causing scandal) the sons of  other 
Popes. 

Mandatory celibacy was imposed 
by the 2nd Lateran Council in 
1139. The Canons 6, 7, 11 speak 
of  condemnation and repression 
of  marriage and concubinage 
among priests, deacons, sub-dea-

PRIESTLY  CELIBACY? 
Q: How did celibacy come into the church? Why celibacy? Are there married priests in the Roman Catholic 

Church among the Orientals? With the acceptance of  Anglicans recently, there can be more married priests in the 
Roman Catholic Church? Joseph Mathew, Philadelphia

cons, monks and nuns. Medieval 
scholars attest that this law was 
received with neither universal 
acceptance nor obedience. There 
were married priests and concubi-
nage among them throughout the 
Middle Ages (just as we can find 
priests committing molestation 
today). This does not mean that in 
either case, they were acting with 
Church approval. 

Having said that let me point out 
that priestly celibacy is a product 
of  the very early Church. Just 
how early? It is generally accepted 
that celibate priests and monks 
made the final decisions about the 
books that constituted the New 
Testament. If, as most Christians 
believe, the ideas and practices 
of  the early Church carry special 
authority, then, we should certainly 
rank priestly celibacy among these 
ancient traditions. 

The main reason why Popes 

enforced celibacy in 12th century 
onwards seems to have been the 
increased frequency of  Holy Mass. 
Married priests in the 3rd and 
4th centuries were supposed to 
abstain from sex the night before 
celebrating the Eucharist in view 
of  focusing on spiritual rather than 
worldly interests. A whole theology 
of  self-sacrifice developed around 
this practice. By giving up the most 
basic human needs and comforts, 
the priest was supposed to devote 
himself  entirely to God and to the 
people he served. It would also 
facilitate his capacity to treat all the 
faithful equally, with no need to 
give special preference to a wife or 
children. A “father” was meant to 
be father to all. 

 Modern culture tends to under-
estimate the need for mandatory 
celibacy in the Church. However, 
the reasons for celibacy remain 
unchanged. In some ways, the case 

nEVEr Stop aSking
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for celibacy may even be greater 
today than it was centuries ago. In 
a culture that is ever more body 
centred and even obsessed with 
sex, the assertion of  a higher order 
has great witness value. Adop-
tion of  celibacy would demand 
great self-sacrifice since it involves 
counteracting a pleasure oriented 
culture.  At the same time, not 
even the Catholic Church claims 
that clerical celibacy is a strict 
matter of  faith that can never be 
changed. It is a discipline, not a 
doctrine.

 Catholic Church allows certain 
flexibility in the matter of  married 
priests   converted to Catholicism 
from Oriental Churches that allow 
marriage, or the recently accepted 
Anglican priests who were allowed 
to retain their married state. Also, 
there are married priests among 
the Orientals who belong to the 
Catholic Church. 

Those who argue against 
mandatory celibacy for priests in 
the Church can quote a number 
of  reasons. First, they suggest a 
rethinking of  the theology of  the 
whole matter; surveys could be 
quoted to show that a married 
priesthood would simply do a bet-
ter pastoral job of  ministering to 
the faithful. Again, ending celibacy, 
they say, is simply the only way to 
restore the numbers to priesthood. 

Whatever it be, the Church has 
to decide its course on celibacy for 

the right reasons. Let it act accord-
ing to the logic of  its own princi-
ples, and not in response to bogus 
history and convenient mythology. 

Celibacy means to be righteous 
and willing to sacrifice the flesh to 
serve in integrity and in truth. It is 
a freely chosen dynamic state, usu-
ally vowed, that involves an honest 
and sustained effort to live without 
sexual gratification in order to 
serve others productively for a 
spiritual motive. So celibacy is an 
act of  choice, to deny self  in order 
to love God and one’s neighbour 
with an undivided heart. As such it 
demands death to self. For nearly 
2000 years the Catholic Church has 
promulgated its laws and doctrines 
intended to explain celibacy in this 
way.

Jesus advocated His followers to 
remain unmarried only if  they free-
ly chose to do so (Matthew 19:12). 
Contrary to current myth, Jesus did 
not require His apostles to take a 
vow of  celibacy or to abstain from 
marital sex in order to imitate His 
lifestyle; Christ left freedom of  
choice to marry or remain celibate. 
Therefore, the real concern is not 
celibacy but the best representation 
of  Jesus on earth, to carry on His 
mission till the end of  time.

The Church holds that priestly 
celibacy is most useful and relevant 
today. Celibacy is a high ideal that 
Jesus exemplified in His life. Be-
sides Him His mother, His foster 

father, His precursor, the disciple 
He loved, were all celibates. From 
the Biblical narrations, Peter was a 
married man but from the time he 
followed Jesus, as he himself  says, 
he had ‘left all’ [including his wife]. 
Paul, himself  a celibate, exhorted: 
“Now, to the unmarried I say that 
it would be better for you to con-
tinue to live alone as I do.” (I Cor 
7:8) The reasons he gave for celi-
bacy of  priests are strong: “I would 
like you to be free from worry. An 
unmarried man concerns himself  
with the Lord’s work, because he 
is trying to please the Lord. But 
a married man concerns himself  
with worldly matters” (I Cor 7:32-
33). Letter to the Hebrews speaks: 
“Every high priest is chosen from 
his fellow-men and appointed to 
serve God on their behalf, to offer 
sacrifices and offerings for sins 
(Heb 5:1).

Gandhiji seems to have caught 
the crux of  celibate life as he says, 
“Only a love that can match or 
exceed what is possible with sexual 
love can sustain celibacy”. 
 

A rich man complained to his friend: “People don’t like 
me. They say I’m selfish and stingy. And yet in my last will 
and testament I have donated all that I own to charitable 
cause.”

 His friend said: “Well, maybe the story of  the cow and 
the pig has a lesson for you.”

“The pig came to the cow and complained: ‘People al-
ways talk about your friendliness. I know you are friendly, 
you do give them milk. But they get much, much more 
from me. They get ham and bacon and lard and they even 
cook my feet. And yet - no one likes me. To all of  them I 
am just a pig, a hog. Why is that?’ 

The cow thought it over a bit and then said: ‘Perhaps it’s 
because I give while I am still alive!’”

The Pig and the Cow

!
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The release of  Habemus 
Papam coincides with Easter 

and the beatification of  John Paul 
II. The film hints that renewal 
in the church is still possible. It 
depicts a fictitious Pope who 
struggles to adjust to his new role 
and eventually resigns.   

The 101 minute film is directed 
by Nanni Moretti, one of  Italy’s 
more atheist filmmakers. He is 
known to dabble in religious 
themes with a comical positive 
stroke, perhaps representing the 
majority of  believing but non-
practicing Catholics. 

‘Habemus Papam’ opens with 
the scenes of  a papal funeral - 
including footage from the funeral 
of  John Paul II in 2005 - and a 
subsequent conclave. The College 
of  Cardinals is sequestered in the 
Sistine Chapel (expertly repro-
duced at Cinecitta) to elect a Pope. 
Following a few inconclusive votes, 
they appoint Cardinal Melville (Pic-
coli), who is overwhelmed with 
humility. As the world anxiously 
awaits and the prelates gather to 
announce “Habemus Papam” from 
the balcony of  St. Peter’s, the ‘Pope 
elect’, played by French thespian 
Michel Piccoli panics. In desperate 
commotion, he screams and rushes 
away. Technically, Melville is the 
pontiff, but until he agrees to be 
publicly proclaimed, the cardinals 
cannot reveal his identity. 

 “A quality is seen in me by oth-
ers, which I don’t possess,” the 
elected Pope tells a psychoanalyst, 

(played by Moretti), who is brought 
inside the Vatican to help the 
stunned Pontiff. “I can’t do it!” he 
screams at another point, under 
mounting pressure.

Through a not-terribly-believable 
narrative, the Pope incognito 
is taken to the psychoanalyst’s 
estranged wife, also an analyst. 
Following a farcical encounter, 
the Pope deliberately loses his 
escorts and wanders the streets of  
Rome, finding inspiration from bus 
passengers, a parish priest, and a 
troupe of  actors performing Chek-
hov’s “The Seagull,” all of  whom 
help him formulate thoughts on 
the weight thrust upon him.  

The film, however, does not have 
the profundity of  the recent “Of  
Gods and Men,” which explored 
faith in ways both respectful and 
deeply moving. Thankfully, Piccoli 
makes it worthwhile, as he con-
veys humility, intelligence, fear and 
innocent pleasure with the mer-
est of  eye movements. Casting is 
flawless throughout, from Stuhr 
and his marvellous rubbery face, as 
controlled as that of  a silent film 
comedian, to the multinational ex-
tras making up the believable curia. 

Alessandro Pesci’s lensing is at-
tractive, calling attention to itself  
only when quietly conveying an 
emotion, such as slow zooms of  
the Pope alone in the Sistine Cha-
pel, though slow-motion during 
the volleyball scene is pointless. 
The f/x team does an excellent job 
inserting real Vatican background 

shots, and the set designers and 
location scouts are to be com-
mended for impressive research. 

Like most of  Moretti’s other 
films, this one is also spiced with 
comedy. As a non-believer, he 
cannot resist getting in the odd 
dig at Catholicism. But “Habemus 
Papam” is emphatically not an anti-
clerical satire, which explains why 
the Vatican allowed its premises 
to be used in the film. The treat-
ment of  the subject matter is kind 
to the point of  indulgence. The 
cardinals are improbably ingenu-
ous old gents who cheerfully allow 
themselves to be marshalled into 
a volleyball competition by the 
overbearing psychiatrist.

Perhaps what is disturbing is 
the feeling one gets at the end 
that even the papacy is hostage to 
human weakness, and that would 
seem to be profoundly at odds 
with the Catholic belief  that the 
papacy is not only divinely in-
spired, but also divinely protected. 

Moretti wanted “to depict a 
fragile man, Cardinal Melville, 
who feels inadequate in the face 
of  power and the role he’s called 
to fulfill. I think this feeling of  
inadequacy happens to all cardinals 
elected Pope, or at least that’s what 
they say, faced with all kinds of  
problems in the world.”  

“Habemus Papam” will run for 
the prestigious Palme D’Or Prize 
at the Cannes Film Festival this 
year. 

“Habemus Papam”

mEdia SCan
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Archbishop Thomas Menamparampil sdb
“Our concept of  leadership itself  calls for some correction”, argues Dr.  Menam-

parampil in his new book titled “The Servant Leader”. Even modern business is 
beginning to discover the value of  the servant model of  leadership. Members of  an 
achieving team are happiest when they feel that they are contributing to a great cause. 
The Leader’s enthusiasm inspires the team. This small handbook written in simple 
English about effective leadership, can be a good collection for your library as well. 

Price Rs 40

THE SERVANT LEADER

Bishop Percival Fernandes
A collection of  anecdotes that could challenge anyone who desires to bring 

about changes in oneself  before attempting to change others. These carry 
evenagelical values and can be effectively used by preachers and teachers. Bishop 
Percy narrates many small stories and incidents to bring out the wisdom of  
these anecdotes. That makes the book very readable and interesting. In short, 
this book on Anecdotes is a book of  practical wisdom, a very useful guide to 
achieve winner attitudes and success in life. 

Price: 75

100 Empowering ANECDOTES

Robert J Wicks (Forword by Joyce Rupp) 
Blending insights from Christian contemplative practice and contemporary psy-

chology, Dr. Wicks’ book introduces to us ‘Prayerfullness’. He defines it as a way 
of  being truly in the present to experience God and life in dynamic new ways. 
The book contains many new insights, practical hints, a thirty-day retreat format 
and a Spiritual Mindfulness Questionnaire. Any genuine prayer has to enable us 
to connect ourselves to God through our every day life. Faced with struggles 
and strain, we need to face these so that we really attain peace. A Professor of  
Pastoral Counselling Wicks suggests to us that prayer is possible for every human 
being. 

Price: R 120

PRAYERFULNESS
Awakening to the fullness of  life

Richard W Miller (Ed) 
A book that carries theological and ethical reflections on the most seri-

ous crisis of  our time. The magnitude of  the problem of  environmental 
degradation and climate change requires not only a conversion of  the 
will but also a transformation of  our imagination, that is, the capacity to 
think of  other ways of  being, thinking, and acting in the world. This book 
offers many suggestions, based on the biblical traditions, for reorienting 
our lives for a sane and harmonious existence in our environment. This 
change is inevitable given the great catastrophe human race is headed to. 
Humans need to learn to respect each other and the ecosystem. That is 
Godliness, says the book.  

Price: R 165
Pauline Publications, Mumbai, 

For copies: 022 2642 4081/editorial@paulineindia.org

GOD, CREATION & CLIMATE CHANGE
A Catholic Response to the Environmental Crisis

book rEViEw
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to others. The more you give, the 
better you save. With each instance 
of  your giving - your time, talents, 
riches etc., to your brothers and 
sisters, you are enhancing salva-
tion, theirs as well as yours.  

2. God sent his Son to the world 
not to condemn it, but to save the 
world (3:17). God’s prerogatives 
are not punishment and condem-
nation, but protection and salva-
tion. As God’s son/daughter, you 
are expected to assimilate this 
divine way of  behaviour. It means 
that you must attempt to secure 
the safety, peace and happiness of  
your dear ones. That is how you 
become the son/daughter of  your 
heavenly Father.

3. He who believes in Him 
is not condemned, but will be 
saved (3:18). Believing in Jesus 
brings you salvation. Believe that 

Jesus is with you; Believe that he 
underwent crucifixion and death 
for your happiness and salvation; 
Believe that the one who sacrificed 
his life for you, would do anything 
for you. This faith and trust in 
Jesus will design your peace and 
salvation.

June 26: Corpus Christi
Jn,  6:51-58
Context and Theme

 The gospel of  John (Book of  
signs), in its first chapters, carries 
the discourses of  Jesus. We have 
the longest discourse in chapter 6. 
This chapter can be divided into 
four, viz., feeding of  the five thou-
sand (6:1-15); walking on the water 
(6: 16-24); discourse on the Eucha-
rist (6: 26-59); scandal regarding 
the bread of  life (6:60-71). Today’s 

June 19:  Most Holy Trinity 
Jn, 3: 16-18
Context and Theme

In the initial chapters of  John’s 
Gospel (1-12), Jesus reveals him-
self  by means of  his dialogues 
with other persons (Eg. 1:43-49; 
2:13-25; 3:1-15; 4:1-26; 5:1-18). 
Today’s gospel forms part of  his 
discussion with Nicodemus (3:1-
21). The central theme of  this 
passage highlights belief  in the Son 
of  God as the way to attain eternal 
life.
 Message

1. God gave His only Son (3: 16) 
for the salvation of  the world. Sal-
vation, His greatest gift, is achieved 
through a supreme price. It is the 
same with you as well. How far 
you can save others depends on 
the measure of  your ability to give 
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19). Jesus reproaches the unbeliev-
ing towns (11:20-24). Subsequently 
he invites the babes and those 
with sufferings to find rest in him 
(11:25-30).
Message

1. Divine things are revealed not 
to the wise but to children (11:25). 
There are achievements that are 
attained by your hard work. But 
there are certain greater realities 
that come to you as gift, indepen-
dent of  your efforts. You need to 
be open to receive the gifts God 
sends you day by day; Be aware of  
the divine gifts; Receive them with 
the heart of  a son/daughter; and 
be grateful for those gifts. You will 
find your life becoming more gra-
cious and gorgeous. 

2. God reveals Himself  to babes 
(11:25). Jesus also is accepted and 
loved by people who had child- 
like faith. You will be able to rec-
ognize and receive God in Jesus, if  
only you have a child-like attitude. 
A Child is the one who is aware of  
his Father’s/Mother’s presence and 
cling on to him/her. Be aware that 
God is very close to you and cling 
on to him, long for his presence. 
Then divine realities will dawn 
upon you. 

3. Jesus says: “Come to me, all 
who labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest” (11:28). 
He is teaching the way to get real 
rest and find true peace. Whenever 
you feel overburdened and tensed, 
the one and most rewarding thing 
is to get back to Jesus’ presence. 
You need but to turn your mind 
and heart to him, and he will be 
present to you.  So whenever you 
encounter difficulties in your life, 
when you find life too hard to 
cope with, make it a habit to turn 
to Jesus. He will fill your heart, 
your life, with his peace, joy and 
assurance. 

July 5: Fifteenth Sunday
Mt 13:1-23
Context and Theme

In the third part of  the gospel 
of  Mathew (11:1-13:52), Jesus 

gospel passage forms the final part 
of  His Eucharistic discourse. Jesus 
is the bread of  life. Whoever eats 
his body and drinks his blood will 
have life, eternally. 
Message 

1.Jesus is the bread that gives life 
to whoever eats it (6:51-53). That 
means, he is the life giving bread. 
Your earthly life is sustained by 
the bread you eat. Similarly your 
relationship with Jesus will sustain 
your life eternally. Just as food is 
essential to sustain your physi-
cal life, the presence of  Jesus is 
what nourishes and sustains your 
eternal life. Strive to bring your-
self  into His presence time and 
again in your day-today life. That is 
how you will get your sustenance 
regularly. Such a relationship of  
love with Jesus will lead you to life 
eternal.  

2.Jesus says that whoever eats his 
body and drinks his blood will live 
forever (6:51). Jesus gives himself  
as bread in order that others may 
have life. This is the life-goal he 
has set for you also, viz., give life 
to others. Giving life to the other, 
sustaining it and letting it grow 
makes you Jesus like. Thus you be-
come a true follower of  Jesus, the 
bread of  life. Your life, words, and 
deeds must help life to grow and 
flourish in the people around you.

3.Jesus says that he lives because 
of  the Father (6:57). He was aware 
that his Father was the source and 
foundation of  his life. You, as the 
disciple of  Christ, are invited to 
attain to this stage of  awareness 
- experience Jesus as the founda-
tion and the life-giving principle of  
your life. You can in turn become a 
life-giving person too.

July 3: Feast of Sacred Heart
Mt 11:25-30
Context and Theme

In the third part of  the gospel 
of  Mathew, i.e., 11:1-13:52, Jesus 
encounters negative responses 
from the people. The passage be-
gins with John sending messengers 
to Jesus to clarify his doubt (11:1-

encounters negative response 
from the people. The parable of  
the sower (13:1-23) depicts vari-
ous responses to the Word of  the 
kingdom. The yield varies as it 
does not depend on the sower or 
the seed, but on the soil. If  the soil 
is prepared and fertile it will yield 
hundredfold.
Message

1. The unique characteristic that 
differentiates good soil from bad, 
is its receptivity. Good soil was 
ready to receive the seed, while 
the wayside, rocky and the thorny 
grounds were not ready to receive 
the seed. Openness and receptiv-
ity are the necessary qualities for 
your growth and salvation. Are 
you open and ready to receive the 
graces that the Lord showers on 
you? Become aware of  the divine 
graces and interventions in your 
life. Welcome these with a docile 
welcoming attitude. And be sure, 
your life will change, you will yield 
rich fruits.  

2. Even with the good soil there 
are three grades of  fertility - thirty 
fold, sixty fold and hundred fold. 
However, Jesus calls all three good. 
It is not only the soil that bears 
hundred fold that is good. The 
other two are also good. This is the 
style of  Jesus’ generosity. You too 
are invited to rise to such divine 
generosity. You should be able to 
appreciate not only those who bear 
hundred fold, but also others who 
bear sixty and thirty. When you 
start to appreciate the goodness 
of  those with thirty and sixty, your 
generosity will match the divine 
generosity of  Jesus.

3. The disciples are given the gift 
to understand the secrets of  the 
Kingdom of  heaven (13:11). You 
may often be tempted to lament 
over the gifts you did not receive. 
But Jesus would rather have you 
focus your attention on the gifts 
you have received. His invitation to 
you is to bear fruit in proportion 
to the gifts given to you.

Dr. Jacob Naluparayil MCBS
COMP
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Access to Justice
final Cut

nal and Targeted Violence (Access 
to Justice and Reparations) Bill, 
2011, shall not just cover victims 
of  communal riots but of  sectarian 
violence as well.  Similar authori-
ties will exist also at the state-level. 
If  adopted by the Parliament, it 
would have sweeping powers to 
make officials more accountable 
for communal violence.    

 The bill permits the Central 
Government to declare any case 
of  communal violence an ‘internal 

disturbance’ under Article 355 
of  the Constitution, and take 

actions accordingly. Article 
355 states, “It shall be the 
duty of  the Union to 
protect every State against 
external aggression and 
internal disturbance and 
ensure that the govern-
ment of  every state is 
carried on in accordance 
with the provisions of  
this Constitution.” The 

centre has been reluctant to 
interfere directly in communal 

disturbances as ‘law and order’ 
comes under the jurisdiction 
of  the States. 

India is increasingly wit-
nessing politically supported 

minority thrashing. The history 
of  attacks on religious and lin-

guistic minorities - anti-sikh riots 
in 1984, the large scale violence 
that followed the Rath Yathra 
of  L K Advani and the Babari 
Masjid demolition in 1992, Gujarat 
massacre in 2002, Kandhamal 
atrocities in 2008, serial attacks on 
Christians of  Karnataka – witness 
the intensity of  growing intoler-
ance in a country that gave birth 
to the philosophy of  Ahimsa and 
compassion to all creatures! The 
twin masters, Money and Power, 
are recklessly working out their 
hidden agendas, defying the most 
secular and ethical Constitution of  

the country.  
According to the Bill, commu-

nal and targeted violence can be 
“any act or series of  acts, whether 
spontaneous or planned, resulting 
in injury or harm to the person and 
or property, knowingly directed 
against any person by virtue of  his 
or her membership to any group, 
destroying the secular fabric of  the 
nation.”

The proposed “National Author-
ity”, shall comprise of  a chairper-
son, a vice-chairperson and five 
other members. It is entitled to 
function as an independent body. 
At least four of  them shall be 
women and not more than two, 
retired public servants. The mem-
bers should not be affiliated to any 
political party for a year before 
their appointment and they can’t 
contest elections for two years of  
their finishing their term.  It will 
have access to the highest Court 
of  law and can demand responses 
from Governments within a month 
of  submition of  their reports. It 
can deal with hostile environments 
like economic/social boycott and 
forced migration. The draft sug-
gests a compensation of  Rupees 15 
lakh in case of  death during riots 
or violence and 5 lakh for perma-
nent disablement and rape. 

 Like the Lokpal Bill, if  passed 
in the Parliament, this also can 
be a powerful tool to counteract 
communal violence. The Bill is 
now in the public domain to allow 
public feedback by June 4, 2011. 
What can Christians in India do 
to further the enactment of  this 
bill? Can all our dioceses galvan-
ise people to come up with their 
opinions? It is time for proactive 
initiatives and collaboration rather 
than mutual mud hurling. 

Son of Man

The National Advisory Council 
(NAC) led by Sonia Gandhi has 
come up with a revised communal 
violence Bill. Dated 21 May, it pro-
poses a seven-member ‘National 
Authority for Communal Har-
mony, Justice and Reparation.’  The 
full NAC will discuss the Bill in its 
next meeting and pass it on to the 
Home and Law Ministries.   

As per the 64-page draft, the Bill, 
now called Prevention of  Commu-
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