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Incomplete
‘Body of Christ’

Leela Jose SCCG
Excecutive Editor

It was the hour of  Vespers. We, a group of  16 sisters devotedly 
chanted the three psalms. What followed was the Scripture read-

ing.  Sr. Anita got up. Turning towards us she read from the letter of  St. 
Paul, “Brothers, I exhort you in the Lord Jesus....” At the end of  it she 
announced as is routine, “This is the Word of  the Lord. 

I thought to myself, “Did God speak only to ‘brothers’?” At the inter-
cessory prayers the response came as a chorus, “Lord Jesus, we are your 
brothers”! Did the brothers who compiled the breviary ever think of  the 
embarrassment of  the sisters who would be praying this way?   Neither 
did the sisters have the guts to change the version to fit them! 

Half  the ‘People of  God’ constitute women. The Church teaches from 
the first catechism class that man and woman are made in God’s image. 
Do the men in the Church recognise this God-given dignity of  women?  
Is the Church sensitive to the needs and aspirations of  women? Do the 
prayers of  the Church, the forums in the Church, the decisions taken, 
cater to the physical, spiritual, psychological and social needs of  women? 
Can the Church attain its full status as “People of  God’ by keeping half  
of  its members marginalised and ‘silenced’?   

People are increasingly distancing from the Church. The contribu-
tions of  women are vital to preserve warmth, care and homely feelings 
in the ecclesial community. Without a genuine feminine perspective the 
Church would become less of  God’s vision for humankind. Although 
the Gender Policy of  the CBCI is in itself  a positive move, little would 
be achieved without the determined and concerted efforts by the leader-
ship. Jesus’ own example of  treating women with equal dignity has not 
appealed to the Church men considerably. The result, Church is deprived 
of  half  the humanity of  Jesus!   

The structures of  oppression and neglect are to be cracked. The ‘Mug-
lieris Dignitas’ has to be recognised first by women themselves by taking 
pride to be a woman in the ‘image of  God’.  Late 19th and 20th century 
reformers advocated education as a principal strategy to women’s eman-
cipation. It is time that Mother Church introspect her attitude to her 
daughters. Apart from the many Educational Institutions run by religious 
sisters, how much of  the Church’s resources are spent on the theologi-
cal education of  women?  How much of  their contribution is solicited 
in the decision making arenas? Is their labour valued as much as that of  
men? Finally, does the Church trust her daughters with significant roles?

 It looks civil society is leading the way even here!!
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READERS’  V oICESrEadErS’   VoiCES

We thank our readers for the encouraging response to 
Companion. Due to limitation of  space we are unable 

to publish all comments. We select some representing differ-
ent areas and topics. Please continue to get back to us with 
your ‘voices’ and suggestions. Editor

Human Rights in Focus 
A wonderful issue. Excellent to 

see human rights in focus, and re-
ports on the current events in the 
Middle East. Companion is getting 
better and better.

Prof. Paul Chilton, 
Lancaster University, England

Well edited and designed
Thanks for Companion. It is 

a terrific magazine, well edited 
and designed, full of  compelling 
articles and opinion pieces. It is 
a great resource for the Indian 
church, and for Indian Catholics 
living in the U.S. and Canada. I 
look forward to getting each issue 
and using it as a resource for our 
work at Catholic News Service. 
Well done!

Tony Spence, Editor in Chief, 
C N S, Washington DC

Creative Inset Bytes
The inset comments of  theolo-

gians and experts in Companion 
are something very new and pro-
vocative. Congrats for this creative 
concept. In this connection may 
I suggest that the theologians’ 
comments be more specific and 
based on their area of  expertise 
and Church teachings. That would 
enrich the readers further. 

Ralph Coelho, 
Bangalore 

Good issue
I am happy to say that I was very 

deeply impressed by the various 
aspects of  the journal, Compan-
ion. Congratulations and prayers 
to Our Lord for guidance, hope 
and perseverance in the produc-
tion of  such a significant media

Gaston Roberge
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Joti Sahi on 
Indian Christian Art

Worthy Scoops
What scoops in COMPANON? 

I thoroughly enjoyed the interview 
with Jacob Parappally about the 
Indian Theological Meet with the 
CDF team. Fr. Joseph Srampickal 
who came alive in Gospel in Ac-
tion did inspire me (what solidarity 
with the poor!). The magnificent 
sharing of  Jyoti Sahi was a hit. 
What a depth for his thinking. I 
am surprised to know there are 
such geniuses among us! I look 
forward to his next session. 

Jerome Francis, 
Asansol

Logos is super  
I like the style of  Logos in Com-

panion. It has a tone of  I-thou 
exchange. The Word is so beauti-
fully applied to human situations 
that I feel the Lord speaking to my 
present situations.  

Sr.Terese Martin
Dharwad 

What a ‘final Cut’!
It was really a very hurting ‘final 

cut’ that came through Justice 

Somasekhara Commission report. 
How awesome to think that this 
is happening in a country that 
has pledged by its Constitution to 
protect the lives and faith of  its 
people. I am glad that the bishops 
at last came together on one plat-
form to show their solidarity and to 
demand justice. Will the Christians 
in Karnataka get justice done to 
them? Or will the Chief  Minister 
have an upper hand also in this 
as he had with all his illegal deals? 
God bless us, I pray. 

Martin Kennedy Raj
Bangalore

To be a Christian today 
No answer can be said to be 

perfect. There will be various views 
and that can foster a long debate. 
Fr. Subash Anand gives some clini-
cal examples in his article. Giving 
his seat in the bus rather than a 
long homily on Maundy Thurs-
day made him a better Christian. 
He also touches on the ‘good 
samaritan’ parable and the last 
supper to point out the qualities of  
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Who is a true Christian?  
I fully agree with Subhash 

Anand’s argument. Regular at-

tendance at church or reception 
of  the sacraments alone cannot 
make one a true Christian. The 
Europeans and Americans may 
not go to church frequently. But 
aren’t they more genuine and 
sincere than the double-faced 
Christians among us who may go 
to church daily? It is time that we 
Christians start rethinking what 
we profess and practice. 

Anjaan Fernandez, 
Calcutta



READERS’  V oICESrEadErS’   VoiCES

Jesus), Vernon Thomas (author), 
and more. “Some of  them mar-
ried Muslims, in order to win the 
support of  the group”, he said. 
May I request a statistical analysis 
on the same to substantiate the 
fact?  Some in the community 
did marry Muslims, just as they 
married Hindus, Sikhs, Parsis, 
Jains and foreign nationalities. 
No marriage is executed to win 
favours. He claims that “Those 
who remained Catholics are 
looked after, even politically, with 
their representatives in the state 
assembly.” I wonder what His 
Grace has done for the develop-
ment of  the community in the 
last decade or so. He once said 
to some who sought educational 
help, “the community has a nomi-
nated Anglo-Indian MLA, who 
should take care of  its needs”. 
Run a sample study and find, 
how many Anglo-Indian schools 
(including Church run ones) have 
Anglo-Indian children and what 
concessions do they enjoy? It is 
indeed very sad and hurting when 
the leader of  the flock, no longer 
echoes the true shepherd’s voice.

Shane J. Alliew
Kolkata

 companionindia@yahoo.com
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“compassion & service”. On my 
son’s graduation day the Dean of  
Communications said: “communi-
cations does not mean standing in 
front of  lot people & giving long 
speeches.  It  basically has to do 
with listening, caring and feeling”. 
I was astounded and felt how right 
she was. We have the example of  
Mother Teresa who embodied 
compassion & care, seeing God in 
the faces of  the poor. The bot-
tom line is: on the judgement day, 
the Lord is not going to ask about 
the masses, novenas, S.C.C.s or 
the beautiful sermons preached or 
heard. His questions will be: “Did 
you feed me, clothe me, when I 
was hungry and naked?”  If  our 
spirituality and rituals help us 
towards this well and good. 

Richard Pinto, 
Mumbai

Nourish relationships 
Dr. Albert Nambiaparampil CMI 

assigns the beautiful image of  a 
pilgrim for a dialogue practitioner. 
A pilgrim is a true seeker who 
journeys with fellow pilgrims. A 
pilgrim receives and shares with 
the fellow travellers. Pilgrims enjoy 
relationships and they are interde-
pendent on one another. Dr Albert 
from his experience tells us that 
‘relationship’ is the starting point 
of  dialogue. In relationships we 
share our faith stories, joys and 
sufferings of  daily lives and work 
for the common good. Dr Albert’s 
life and work is a great inspiration 
for many young practicioners of  
interfaith dialogue. 

Fr Victor Edwin SJ
London

Shepherds voice?
I would like to draw your atten-

tion to the interview of  His Grace 
Archbishop Lucas Sirkar, SDB of  
Kolkata by Fr. Julian S. Das. On 
the question of  the “integration 
of  the Anglo-Indians in Indian 
culture” His Grace said, “the 
Anglo-Indians ... had difficulty 

integrating into the Indian culture. 
Many of  them migrated to ...” I 
do have serious objections to this. 
It sounds as if  they just ran away 
and left their motherland because 
of  the difficulty to integrate into 
mainstream. True, many sought 
greener pastures ,  but far greater 
a number stayed back to serve 
this great land. May I remind the 
Archbishop, that hundreds more 
of  Civil servants (Indians) left with 
the British or soon after them to 
migrate to other continents. Isn’t 
it a bias then to mention only the 
Anglo-Indian community? He 
further says, “The remnants did 
not want to join the natives. So, 
the locals began to look at them as 
if  they were aliens.”   If  this were 
true, how does His Grace account 
for the innumerable Anglo-Indian 
nurses, teachers, educators, post 
and telegraph and railways employ-
ees who changed their blood into 
sweat to develop the economy of  
this country and lay the foundation 
stones of  healthcare, education 
and infrastructure? Among them 
are outstanding examples of  self-
less, dedicated church workers and 
religious like Philomena Eaton, Fr. 
Partick Walsh, SJ, Fr. Pat Eaton SJ, 
Melvyn Brown (Ambassadors for COMP

I enjoyed COMPANION’s focus 
on Vatican Trends. Being from 
the Communications field, ‘Social 

Networks & Positive Relation-
ships’ provided an interesting 
and relevant read to me. It 
is promising to note that the 
Church has a lot of  expecta-
tions from the media and its 
professionals. Hope to see 
your impact on social net-
working sites soon. 

Liss Thomas
Kochi
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Walk the talk



VatiCan trEndS

COMP

Breaking news ...“Pope 
visiting London!” Sud-

denly there were dissident voices, 
rumours, threats of  boycott and 
more. It was a challenging task for 
the Catholic Church in Britain  to 
make the event a success. How did 
they make it? On 2nd March, a 
3-member British group, partici-
pating in the week long plenary 
assembly of  the Pontifical Coun-
cil for Social Communications 
(PCSC), held at Vatican put up a 
grand 3-hour display. They showed 
how they used media to change 
the negative attitude of  the people 
and media towards the papal visit. 
They effectively used PR, web 
sites, e-mails, social networking 
sites like face book, twitter, flickr, 
etc. In fact, it turned out to the 
best visit of  the Pope to any for-
eign country.

Annual Plenary Assemblies are 
a feature of  all Pontifical Commis-
sions. The  assembly of  the PCSC, 
was held from 27th February to 
3rd March, 2011. 8 cardinals, 10 
bishops, and 25 media profession-
als from all over the world were 
among the participants. The major 
objective of  the Assembly was a 
deeper reflection on the language 
of  new technology.

On 28 February, 2011, at mid-
day, Benedict XVI received the 

participants. In his dialogue with 
them he highlighted that language 
needs to be understood not merely 
in its verbal sense but much be-
yond that. Any language embodies 
with it, non –verbal and emotional 
elements. In this context, the Pope 
affirmed that “the new languages 
being developed in digital commu-
nications lead to capacities that are 
more intuitive and emotional than 
analytical.” The ‘new’ language 
tends towards a different logical 
organisation of  one’s ideas and re-
lationship with reality. Images and 
hypertextual links play a pivotal 
role in this communication.  

 The Pope further enumerated 
the obvious risks involved in digital 
communication -  the loss of  inner 
depth, superficiality in relation-
ships, the flight into emotionalism 
and the prevalence of  the most 
convincing opinion over the desire 
for truth. This, he said, was due 
to the incapacity to experience 
fully and authentically, the sig-
nificance of  the new innovations. 
He appealed to the members the 
necessity and vital importance of  
reflecting on the languages devel-
oped by modern technology – the 
language of  the senses – emotions, 
colours, pictures, sounds, digital 
bits, participation.  Today this new 
language is expressed through 

the cyber space. Examples are 
websites, blogs, emails, animation 
videos, web radio, web tv, You 
Tube, social networking sites (SNS) 
like Twitter, Facebook, Flickr, and 
other interactive web activities like 
Wikipedia, word press etc. In fact, 
creativity dominates  in this  sphere 
as he sensual elements of  both the 
audio and video are exploited to 
the maximum in these attempts.  

“It is not just a question of  
expressing the Gospel message in 
modern language. It is to have the 
courage to give a profound consid-
eration to the relationship between 
faith, ecclesial life and the transfor-
mations mankind is experiencing” 
the Pope said.  He insisted on “the 
importance of  helping people in 
positions of  responsibility in the 
Church to understand, interpret 
and speak the ‘new language’  of  
the mass media in their pastoral 
functions. This requires that they 
interact with the modern world. 
It is thus they could discover the 
challenges that the ‘digital thought’ 
places before faith and theology. 

The assembly reflected on the 
impact of  the catholic media glob-
ally. Archbishop Claudio Maria 
Celli said that the reflections would 
hopefully lead to a new document 
on New Technologies.

Vatican 
Assembly on Church Communications
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ShEphErd’S  VoiCE

10 Questions
ARCHBISHOP VINCENT MICHAEL CONCESSAO, born on Sep. 28, 1936 in 
Mangalore, ordained in 1961. Came to Delhi in 1962. Post-graduate studies in Sociology from 
Loyola University, Chicago. Set up ‘Chetanalaya’ (1970), Rector of  Pratiksha, Auxiliary 
Bishop of  Delhi (1995), Archbishop of  Agra (1998), Delhi (2000). V.President of  the 
CCBI, President of  the National United Christian Forum, Chairman of  the Regional Com-
mission for Justice & Peace, Member of  the National Integration Council, Govt. of  India.

Abp. VINCENT MICHAEL CONCESSAO

COMP

1. Your mission as Archbishop 
in the national capital?  

My first concern is to make our 
own Catholics feel at home. Basi-
cally ours is a church of  migrants. 
With regard to the wider society, 
the CBCI deals with super-ritual 
and national matters. We take the 
initiative and respond promptly to 
issues that go unattended to. That 
way, we avoid duplicating initia-
tives.   
2.The effectiveness of  your 
campaigns?   

We had taken up or joined vari-
ous campaigns like the Dalit Chris-
tian issue, anti-corruption march, 
save the Ganges movement. The 
impact, I feel was not great enough 
to change the situation. A certain 
amount of  awareness building has 
taken place with regard to people’s 
responsibility towards the wider 
society. In terms of  governmental 
response, we have to yet see the 
results.  
3.Your role in the national 
Christian issues? 

 Certainly our response to the 
Kandhamal issue was quite sig-
nificant. So also were our repeated 
protests for our dalit brothers and 
sisters. We help people from other 
parts of  the country, who come 
to the capital for various needs in 
government departments, embas-
sies or institutions. The Diocesan 
Press office issues timely Press 
statements and articles, with visible 
effects.  
4.Your experiences with the 
‘Think Tank’?  

‘Think Tank’ is an effective de-
vice to get the mind of  our people 
particularly the knowledgeable laity 
who want to work for the good of  
the Church and the society. It is 
an open monthly forum. Anyone 
with interest is welcome.  It is very 

helpful to get oneself  educated 
in what happens in society and in 
the Church. One could also learn 
about possible responses. Several 
initiatives have stemmed from the 
‘Think Tank’. I am very grateful 
to the people who come in from 
all walks of  life including media, 
social service, education, and law. 
They make great sacrifices to come 
and share their ideas and are open 
to critical assessment by the group. 
For example, a proposal for a 
medical college came up in one of  
these meetings.  
5.The ‘open house’ as a 
unique idea? 

The ‘open house’ (darbar) is on 
every Thursday. Anyone can come 
and meet me for anything. Well! 
Its primary purpose was to meet 
the poor. People come for a variety 
of  needs -material help, school 
admissions, problem solving etc. 
This is an excellent way to get to 
know our people at a deeper level. 
Often I am touched by the  faith, 
generosity and commitment of  our 
people.    
6.You appreciate initiatives 
and allow freedom to people?   

Freedom involves risks. But the 
outcome is far greater than with 
lack of  freedom.   Mistakes will be 
made but initiatives thrive. I believe 
in the wisdom of  the shepherd 
boy. Walking in front he had 
to  pull the goat along but from 
behind he saw they fed themslevs.  
This is the psychology of  people 
too. The Holy Spirit works in every 
one. Besides, this is a deeply Chris-
tian way of  looking at people.
7.Any unifying force in the 
crises-torn Indian church?  

That force is our common faith 
in Jesus the Lord. Very often, 
crises make us grow in faith and 
strengthen our mutual ties. Faith 

lets us be more united when perse-
cuted, opposed by communal ele-
ments and suppressed or restricted 
in our rights.   
8. Identity of  the Indian 
Church?

Indian Catholics practice their 
faith in the sense that they  take 
their obligations seriously. The  
individual gets lot of  support from 
the community in his/her faith life.   
A great hope is in ecclesial com-
munities. Our laity is  growing in 
their responsibility in the Church.   
9.The role of  the CBCI? 

The CBCI serves the purpose 
of  mutual consultation, sharing of  
concerns and positive action for 
the Indian Church. However, in 
the context of  the ritual Churches, 
the CBCI is in the process of  re-
structuring itself. This is an urgent 
need to make CBCI a real unifying 
force. The CBCI will then focus on 
supra-ritual issues and our relation-
ship with the government and the 
wider society.  
10.Church’s response to com-
munal problems?

 Recognize all our neighbours as 
brothers and sisters, work together 
for the common good. Highlight 
our commonalities to build up 
mutual relationship.  We are all 
children of  God, co-pilgrims in  
our short life. It is stupid to believe 
that knowing more, having more, 
or doing more will solve our prob-
lems. Individualism is very destruc-
tive.  We must expose those com-
munal forces that have no respect 
for truth and poison the human 
community. Positive mutuality and 
constant vigilance is the guarantee 
for a sane society.

Interviewed by: Dominic Emmanuel SVD.
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intErnational nEwS

1Pakistan 
Shahbaz Bhatti Honoured 

In Kushpur, the Catholic village where Bhatti was 
born in the diocese of  Faisalabad, several roads and 
public places will bear Bhatti’s name. The President of  
Pakistan Ali Zardari – by request from the executive, 
led by Premier Gilani – has decided to confer on him  
the coveted “Hilal-e-Shuja’at”, awarded posthumously, 
a prize for personalities who have distinguished them-
selves as “servants of  the nation.” Kamran Michael, 
Provincial Minister for Human Rights and Minority 
Affairs, also stressed that he was “an ambassador of  
peace.”  Bhatti, 42,  assassinated by unidentified gun-
men on 2 March was the first Catholic to hold this 
post.  Religious leaders, foreign diplomats and govern-
ment officials led by Prime Minister Yousaf  Raza Gi-
lani attended the Islamabad service, which included a 
state salute. He had founded the Christian Liberation 
Front, launched the All Pakistan Minority Alliance 
in 2001, joined the Pakistan Peoples Party in 2002.

The second volume of  the pope’s book “Jesus of  
Nazareth” is ready in 7 languages, totalling around 
1.2 million copies. It’s a theological meditation about 
the Passion, Death and Resurrection of  Christ. He 
has signed the book using his baptismal name, Jo-
seph Ratzinger. The pope hopes that his way of  deal-
ing with the figure, Jesus of  Nazareth, will be use-
ful to readers who want to find and believe in Jesus. 
The Pope is asserting that the Jesus of  the Gospels is 
a real person and is in fact God. IN over nine chap-
ters and an epilogue on the Ascension of  Jesus into 
heaven, Benedict XVI poses and answers clear and 
direct questions that may surprise many Catholics.

2 Vatican
Pope’s “Jesus of  Nazareth”

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

3 Iraq
Greatest Threat to Christians

‘International Christian Concern’ reports that Is-
lamic fundamentalism has replaced communism as 
the number one cause of  persecution against Chris-
tians.  The persecution watch dog released this week 

Miraculous Escape6Hiromitsu Shinkawa 

 Hiromitsu Shinkawa is a 60-year-old man from 
the devastated city of  Minamisoma. “I ran away af-
ter learning that the tsunami was coming,” Shinka-
wa said. “But I turned back to pick up something 
at home, when I was washed away.” Finally, after 
two days at sea, he was spotted by a rescue ship, at 
an amazing 10 miles from land, waving a red flag 
he had made himself. Upon being hauled onto the 
ship, he gratefully drank a glass of  water and then 
broke into tears. Shinkawa’s wife is still missing.

Unusual Ordeal 7 Harumi Watanabe

As the quakes hit, Watanabe closed her shop in 
Shintona, a now-ravaged coastal town, and drove 
straight to the home of  her elderly parents, arriv-
ing shortly before the tsunami wave struck. .”There 
wasn’t time to save them. They were old and too 
weak to walk so I couldn’t get them in the car in 
time,” she paused. Her parents were ripped from 
her grasp and dragged down by the water.  She 
was trapped in the house. The water rose up to 
her neck as she stood on furniture. “There was 
only a narrow band of  air below the ceiling. I 
thought I would die,” she breathed a sigh of  relief.
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Life gifted back 8Satako Yusawa 

Tears dripped down as Satako Yusawa scanned the 
landscape of  debris and destruction, looking at the 
patch of  earth where Japan’s massive tsunami erased 
her son’s newly built house. Despite destruction and 



The Egyptian armed forces have begun rebuilding 
the Saints Minas and George Coptic Church set on fire 
by Muslims in Soul, on 5 March. Reconstruction began 
today and is being paid by the government. The torch-
ing of  the Coptic church in Soul was followed by clash-
es between Copts and Muslims that caused the death of  
13 people with more than 50 wounded. However last 
Friday, Copts and Muslims, brandishing their respec-
tive religious symbols (cross and crescent), gathered in 
Cairo’s Tahrir Square to show the interfaith unity of  the 
Egyptian people.The church will be built on the same 
location and will be as big as the old one, despite opposi-
tion by radical Muslims. Copts welcomed the news, but 
announced that they would continue to demonstrate in 
front of  Egyptian TV to demand equal rights for Chris-
tians, a principle still denied by Egypt’s constitution.

5 Egypt
Cops rebuild Catholic Church

In riot shaken Libya, the apostolic vicar of  Tripoli has 
approached Muslim organizations seeking protection 
for the small Christian population in the country. There 
are around 70,000 Catholics in Libya (1.8 % of  the 
population) served by eight Catholic priests and about 
100 religious sisters. Fr. Daniel Farrugia, a senior priest 
at St Francis Catholic Church in Tripoli, said, “We feel 
we belong here as also our sisters who are giving their 
services in social centres. Their work is so much appre-
ciated by the Libyans here and often finds support and 
appreciation.”  The Christian churches serve mostly mi-
grant workers from Asia, Africa and Europe, and run 
several hospitals and health centres around the country.

4 Libya
Bishop seeks Muslims protection

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 T   P
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Mighty protection9 Koichi Takairin

Koichi Takairin, the 34-year-old truck driver from 
Sendai had a harrowing ordeal. “The tsunami was 
unbelievably fast — cars were swept around me. All 
I could do was to sit in my truck and pray,” he said. 
He hunkered down inside his sturdy 4-ton truck as 
homes, cars, and trees swept past him. Hours after wa-
ters receded, he walked out of  his wrecked truck and 
joined scores of  others who were as stunned by loss.

Running From the Office10Choushin Takahaski

In the coastal town of  Minamisanriku, half  of  
the population is still missing three days later—
9,500 people. Choushin Takahaski was working at 
a local government office when a tsunami warning 
went off  and 13-foot waves hit. “Most people ran 
away,” she recalled. “Some had to leave the elder-
ly or disabled behind on the second floor. I think 
a lot of  those left behind probably died.” Three 
days later, 42 people were pulled out of  the rubble 
alive. “I saw the bottom of  the sea when the tidal 
wave withdrew and houses and people were be-
ing washed out… I couldn’t watch anymore.”
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loss, the 69-year-old widow said she was thankful: 
Her son and his family were out of  town when Fri-
day’s offshore, 8.9-magnitude quake sparked huge 
surges of  water that washed fleets of  cars, boats 
and entire houses across coastal Sendai like detri-
tus perched on lava. “This is life. We were desper-
ately trying to hold the furniture up, but the shak-
ing was so fierce that we just panicked”, she said. 

its ‘Hall of  Shame’ list of  the world’s worst coun-
tries for persecution in 2010. New entries include 
Iraq and Egypt, with a substantial increase in anti-
Christian violence. In Iraq, Christians have been mur-
dered almost weekly since October, when Islamic 
militants killed about 50 worshippers in a Baghdad 
church. Al-Qaeda announced the following day that 
Christians were legitimate targets for the Mujahedin.



Their services are also poorly ap-
preciated and remu-
nerated
cNobody listens 

to women in the 
Church. Women 
have ‘no voice’ 
in the Church. 
Their problems 
are most often 
overlooked..... 
This ‘voiceless-
ness’ is par-
ticularly true for 
poor/uneducated 
women. 
cThere is an 

absence of  ac-
countability and 
transparency, particu-
larly in financial mat-
ters. Women have 
a limited access to 
information and 
they depend on 
the hierarchy for 
funds for 
their 
or-
gani-
sations and 
projects. They are denied leader-

foCuS  national

New ways of thinking and acting to change gender relations 
need to be developed so that not only can women take on 
leadership but they will not fall into the trap of perpetuating 
the  patriarchal roles and ethos that they inherit.

WOMEN IN 
THE CHURCH
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Any discussion on the lead-
ership of  women in the 

Church cannot but be ambivalent. 
On the one hand we are a Church 
that categorically denounces pa-
triarchal (male-centred) structures 
and all that they imply in terms of  
the subordination of  women. On 
the other, we sustain a patriarchal 
institution that is grounded in a 
theology that has its roots in a 
sacred his-story. Jesus, our God, 
came down as “man”, and on his 
maleness rests the justification for 
our exclusively male clergy and the 
related power structure. 

Again, while social teachings of  
the Church condemn every type 
of  discrimination, they publicly 
acknowledge the “feminine ge-
nius” and pay tribute to women’s 
indispensable participation in 
the Church’s life and ministry. At 
grassroots consultations held in 
preparation for the 2008 Plenary 
Assembly of  the Catholic Bishops 
Conference of  India (CBCI), this is 
what women had to say:
cThere are few women, includ-

ing women religious, who occupy 
leadership positions. Most occupy 
subordinate positions and are 
sometimes treated as cheap labour. 



Thank you, every woman, for the simple 
fact of  being a woman! Through the insight 
which is so much a part of  your womanhood 
you enrich the world’s understanding and 
help to make human relations more hon-
est and authentic. When it comes to setting 
women free from every kind of  exploitation 
and domination, the Gospel contains an ever 
relevant message which goes back to the at-
titude of  Jesus Christ himself. Transcending 
the established norms of  his own culture, 
Jesus treated women with openness, respect, 
acceptance and tenderness. In this way he 

honoured the dignity 
which women have al-
ways possessed accord-
ing to God’s plan and 
in his love. As we look 
to Christ at the end of  
this Second Millenni-
um, it is natural to ask 
ourselves: how much 
of  his message has 
been heard and acted 
upon? This journey 
must go on! ...concen-
trate on all areas of  
women’s life and begin 
with a universal recog-
nition of  the dignity of  
women.
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ship roles and training for the 
same. 
Feminine Voice 

To bridge this gap between the 
ideal and the reality, women have 
been demanding equal representa-
tion in decision-making bodies of  
the Church. And so today more 
than ever before, the voices of  
women are being heard. But which 
voices?  Bishops and parish priests 
still control whose voices are 
heard. Token women sometimes 
with no feminist consciousness are 
chosen as parish/diocesan repre-
sentatives in the hope that they will 
maintain the status quo. Alterna-
tively women remain silent because 
they lack information or adequate 
skills. Sadly, if  challenging voices 
emerge they are labelled as “anti-
Church” and often marginalised or 
silenced, instead of  being reflected 
upon for their prophetic value.

Another key question is: In 
which decisions do women have 
a say? The menu for Vianney 
Sunday? If  they have a good parish 
priest, perhaps the ‘Women’s Day’ 
celebrations! But what about the 
curriculum of  the Sunday School 
which so many of  them teach? 
What about the allocation of  
funds in the parish budget? And 
most important, what about poli-
cies that affect their lives? 

A good example of  the 
outcome of  women’s 
voicelessness is the 
Church’s approach to 
sexual abuse.  Thanks to 
media pressure, Church 
authorities the world 
over have been forced to 
draw up policies address-
ing the sexual abuse of  
children by priests. But 
isn’t it strange that a whole 
segment of  victims - women 
- has been left out? Over 
the years I have listened to 
tragic stories of  clergy sexual 
exploitation – women reli-
gious who have been advised 
to have abortions, others who 

have borne a child only to be 
ostracized by their congregations; 
girls who have been traumatised 
for life; women who have had to 
leave their jobs within Catholic 
institutions, or been cut off  by 

family and community; bitter 
women who have abandoned 
their faith. While it is easy to 
sweep these under the carpet 

as instances of  “consensual 
sex”, within the church 
context they are in 
fact instances of  the 
exercise of  abusive 
power by priests 
who in their role of  
‘Alter Christus’ enjoy 
unconditional trust 
and obedience. But 

it needs women to 
point this out, and it 
needs women to insist 

on woman-headed and 
women-centric grievance 
redressal committees in 
the Church, similar to 
those mandated by the 
government. Without 
them women victims will 
continue to hide, afraid 
of  being blamed for the 

abuse by unsympathetic bishops 
whose priority is safeguarding the 
reputation of  the institution and its 
priests.     
Gender Inequality

This blindness to women’s expe-
rience can be extended to almost 
every aspect of  life - worship as a 
community and imaging of  God; 
the planning of  our families and 
marital relationships; even the 
definition of  ‘self ’ - for Church 
teaching is fashioned by celibate 
clergymen. Thus the exclusion of  
women from priesthood does not 
just result in the monopoly of  the 
sacramental ministry by men, but 
also in a systemic gender inequality. 

This is well illustrated in the 
Roman Curia which controls the 
judgments, policies, rules, ap-
pointments and elections in the 
Church. Of  the three key leader-
ship positions inside a Dicastery, 
the top two are filled by cardinals 
and bishops, and the third usually 
by a monsignor or other cleric. In 
a major breakthrough, in 2004, 
Salesian Sister Enrica Rosanna 
was appointed Undersecretary for 
the Congregation for Institutes 
of  Consecrated Life and Societies 
of  Apostolic Life (CIVCSVA). In 

John Paul 11
Vatican 

Thank you for being 
a woman
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March 2004, Mary Ann Glendon 
became the first female President, 
Pontifical Academy of  Social 
Sciences, and in January 2010, 
Flaminia Giovanelli, was named 
under-secretary, Pontifical Coun-
cil for Justice and Peace. Despite 
their appointments however, these 
women cannot take legally binding 
decisions since Canon Law limits 
this power to Sacred Orders.

In an interview given in 2006, 
Pope Benedict XVI was asked: 
“Women are very active in many 
different areas of  the Catholic 
Church. Shouldn’t their contribu-
tion become more clearly vis-
ible, even in positions of  higher 
responsibility in the Church?” 

After ruling out the possibil-
ity of  women priests, the Pope 
agreed that it is proper to ask 
such a question. He said: “Women 
themselves, with their energy and 
strength, with their superiority…
will know how to make their own 
space. And we will have to try and 
listen to God so as not to stand in 
their way.” 

This has already happened in 
urban parishes where Small Chris-
tian Communities have changed 

the profile of  the parish pastoral 
councils. SCC leaders who are 
the ‘foot soldiers’ and therefore 
mostly women,  automatically get 
nominated to the PPC. As a result, 
women who have always been the 
invisible workers, are finally getting 
visibility and a space to be heard. 

Unfortunately, the parish pasto-
ral council is only consultative. For 
women to really make a difference, 
in the present scenario, governance 
must be de-linked from ordina-
tion. As far back as 1994, the US 
National Conference of  Catho-
lic Bishops called for a further 
study of  the possibility of  linking 
jurisdiction to baptism rather than 
ordination. Some canonists argue 
that prior to the current Code of  
Canon Law, the laity did have some 
juridical power. If  it could be taken 
away by the law-makers, it could as 
well be restored by them.
Women Leadership in the 
Church

Another option would be to 
restore the early tradition of  
women deacons in the Church. 
Since “Sacred orders” includes 
diaconal ordination, women could 
then be included in decision-

making. Such a move would give 
legitimacy to the women who are 
already engaged in pastoral work 
as catechists, lectors, animators of  
SCCs, counsellors, liturgists and 
promoters of  works of  charity. 

Having said this I think we need 
to also acknowledge the factors 
that keep women from accepting 
leadership positions. When draw-
ing up their gender policy some 
of  the bishops were ready to insist 
on a 50% presence of  women 
on parish councils but they said, 
“The women don’t come for-
ward or if  they are present they 
rarely speak”. To empower these 
women then the “Why?” has to 
be addressed. We have to look 
at women’s immediate need for 
training and capacity building to 
overturn centuries of  socialisation 
that have led them to believe that 
they are “weak”, “irrational”, and 
not fit or without the right to own 
power. 

Ministering in the Church 
would need appropriate training 
in categories used for priests and 
deacons: human, spiritual, intel-
lectual and pastoral formation, 
and opportunities for specializa-
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tion in religious education. In the 
US, where 66% of  parishes have 
lay ecclesial ministers, 80% of  
whom are women (2005 survey), 
a bachelor’s or master’s degree in 
an appropriate field is preferred, 
and religious education is usually 
sponsored by dioceses, Catholic 
colleges and universities, or semi-
naries and schools of  theology. 
Attitudinal Change Man-
datory

In addition we need to also 
look at women’s strategic needs 
in terms of  a change in attitudes, 
policies and laws. Thus while 

women need opportunities to 
assume leadership positions, new 
ways of  thinking and acting to 
change gender relations also need 
to be developed so that not only 
can women take on leadership but 
they will not fall into the trap of  
perpetuating the  patriarchal roles 
and ethos that they inherit.  Too 
often women are co-opted into 
the patriarchal system. They never 
question the rules of  the Church 
because they have always been 
brought up to believe that the rules 
are sacred, for in the Church not 
only does patriarchy exist, but it is 

said to be ordained by God. 
In conclusion it must be said 

that women’s engagement in 
Church leadership will entail more 
than the visibility of  women in 
Church circles or a Gender Policy, 
well meaning though both may 
be. At its heart is the confronta-
tion of  the fundamental sexism 
of  the Christian tradition “in as 
much as it has valued men over 
women, has seen masculine expe-
rience as normative for women’s 
experience, has imaged God in 
predominantly masculine meta-
phors, or has used the Christian 
message to support violence 
against women” (feminist theolo-
gian Catherine Mowry LaCugna). 
Only then will we be able to shift 
from hierarchical to participatory 
forms of  governance with the 
sharing of  resources, informa-
tion and decision-making, and 
re-construct our social realities, 
theology and mission to reflect 
our God in whom there is neither 
male nor female (Gal 3: 28). 

Women need training and ca-
pacity building to overturn cen-
turies of socialisation that have 
led them to believe that they are 
“weak”, “irrational”, and unfit or 
“without the right to own power’’

“

“

Astrid Lobo Gajiwala
Journalist, 
Mumbai
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How can we make women feel 
more included and involved in 
the church in India today?
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The Church in Rome is not 
going to change in a hurry – 

perhaps not even during the tenure 
of  the next Pope, such is the hold 
of  the rich and powerful right-
wingers in the Church. Leaving the 
diehards where they are, how can 
we make the church in India more 
inclusive?

I put this question to those in 
the Google discussion group I run. 
Leaving aside issues like ordina-
tion, etc., this is what emerged as 
the most concrete way to fast-track 
making women feel more included 
and involved in the Church: 

Make all Parish Council zones/
wards “dual member constituen-
cies” – that is ensure each zone 
is represented by a man and a 
woman. There will be apprehen-
sions about doubling the size of  
the Parish. But if  we want to make 
the younger women feel included 
and involved, let’s do it. Besides, 
reservation has other deficien-
cies, particularly in its refusal to 
recognize merit. Diocesan Coun-
cils should similarly have at least 
two reps from each parish. The 
Vice-Presidentship of  the Parish 
Council should alternate every two 
years between a man and a woman. 

In a world where money makes 
the mare (and the Church!) go, 
ensure that all are paid equally. 
A lot of  women (especially nuns 
in India) are “included” in do-
ing most of  the unpaid tedious 
work for the clergy and in church 
institutions. It’s a work of  unap-
preciated service. As a first step, 
ensure that all women are paid as 
per the Minimum Wages Act and 
let the bishops declare this on their 
websites. Nuns are great examples 
of  what the world calls “body 
shopping” (Americans call it “chop 
shop”). In many cases, I am told, 
bishops collect (say) Rs 7,000 per 
nun from a funding agency and pay 
the religious order a bare Rs 2,000. 

Let every bishop make a declara-
tion that as a step towards recog-
nizing the worth of  women in his 
diocese, he will pay each nun work-

FOR AN 
INCLUSIVE 
CHURCH
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ing in church institutions as per 
the Minimum Wages Act or as per 
what the funding agency is paying 
him. Why should a nun working 
in a hospital run by the Church be 
paid less than any lay person work-
ing in a similar capacity?

Women should be allowed to 
take up administrative positions in 
all Church bodies that do not need 
ordained ministers. This should 
help women’s voice to be heard 
at different levels in the Church. 
Wherever decisions are being 
made, women should be included 
as special delegates represent-
ing women in the Church. These 
women should be selected in 
consultation with women, and not 
appointed arbitrarily or in consul-
tation with the lone recognised 
women’s organization which is 
controlled by the bishops. 

Bishops should consciously 
nominate more women profes-
sionals to various advisory bodies 
that are set up at the Diocesan lev-
el and send that message down the 
line. When we think of  pastoral 
ministry, there is a great need for 
someone to be present to people 

in times of  need, grief, trauma, 
sickness, disturbance, etc. While a 
priest and male SCC animators are 
required to build community and 
strengthen families, women play a 
vital role here. Let’s face it; women 
do far better than men in pastoral 
ministry when given the chance, as 
they connect more easily with the 
experiences of  people. 

Women have to be given due 
recognition of  their current ‘minis-
tries’ in parishes. This recognition 
should come after training, with 
stability and without unnecessary 
interference. 

A need of  the times is for 
groups of  parishes to come to-
gether and set up a Family Welfare 
Centre where parishioners and 
families of  other communities can 
seek help in a professional atmo-
sphere. Parishes coming together 
will reduce costs and ensure that 
women social workers or counsel-
ors are paid for the time they put 
in. 

This brings us to another impor-
tant point – the need to recognise 
the various pastoral works women 
do in the work of  the church, as 

nuns or as lay people. Often the 
work of  nuns at the local level is 
taken for granted and only major 
superiors are called for any pastoral 
meeting, but not the local commu-
nities of  sisters. Representatives of  
the various women’s groups should 
also be recognised and be in the 
parish council. 

This calls for a major change of  
attitude among the clergy, to recog-
nise women as equal members in 
the Body of  Christ, with rights and 
duties. Some will argue that there is 
a good amount of  representation 
by women on church bodies. But is 
this effective? Do the women feel 
“listened to”? What issues do they 
feel are ignored, and which are 
important to them? 

(Others who contributed to this 
article are Virginia Saldanha, Dr 
Jacinta D’Souza, 

Anthony de Sa, Richie Pinto, and 
Jesuits Myron Pereira and Joseph 
Mattam) 
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The Supreme Court, on 7 
March 2011, ruled against 

administering active euthanasia 
or mercykilling in India. Cutting 
across party lines and religious 
groups, political and spiritual lead-
ers welcomed this judgment. Much 
to the jubilation of  pro-life activ-
ists, the said ruling is historic in its 
significance. 
The Case in View

The Supreme Court judgment 
is on behalf  of  Aruna Shanbaug, 
who has been bed-ridden since 
1973, at King Edward Memo-
rial Hospital, Mumbai. A former 
nurse of  the same hospital, she was 
assaulted and brutally raped by a 
ward boy at the age of  23. Severe 
brain damage and paralysis ren-

Merciful Judgment 
on Mercy Killing!

dered her to a vegetative state. The 
hospital admirably took care of  
her for the last 37 years. Journal-
ist Pinki Virani, who had written 
a book on Aruna, petitioned the 
Supreme Court to allow the lady to 
die with dignity, through eutha-
nasia. The Supreme Court bench 
comprising Justices Markandey 
Katju and Gyan Sudha Misra 
dismissed the plea stating that her 
case did not fulfill the criteria laid 
down by the Court, in this regard. 
Significance of  the Judg-
ment

The judgment of  the apex court 
against euthanasia is momentous 
for the following reasons. 

1. This judgment comes at the 
wake of  a move towards legalizing 

euthanasia in India. The Law Com-
mission of  India has recommend-
ed to the Indian Government to 
allow terminally ill persons to end 
their lives. Countries like Albania, 
Belgium, Luxembourg, Nether-
lands (Holland), Switzerland and 
a few states of  the United States 
like Oregon and Washington have 
legally permitted one or the other 
form of  voluntary euthanasia. 

2. Until the Indian Parliament 
enacts a law about euthanasia, the 
guidelines laid down by the Su-
preme Court would act as “judicial 
legislation.” It keeps the room 
open for the work of  the legisla-
ture in this matter. 

3. The court made a clear dis-
tinction between active and passive 
euthanasia - the former involves 
ending the life of  a patient by le-
thal injections and the latter instead 
permits doctors to withdraw life-
support system to a terminally ill 
person. Most importantly, the apex 
court ruled that active euthana-
sia is a crime under Sections 302 
(murder), 304 (homicide) and 306 
(abetment to suicide) of  the IPC.

4. The court, however, granted 
that passive euthanasia could be 
permitted on the plea of  close 
relatives or a body of  persons who 
can act as the “next friend” of  
the patient for the purpose, or the 

Aruna Shanbaug 37 years ago

Aruna Shanbaug now
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doctors who are attending the case. 
The court also notifies that passive 
euthanasia can be voluntary or 
non-voluntary. It is voluntary when 
the patient requests for mercy kill-
ing. Non-voluntary passive eutha-
nasia is possible when the patient 
is incompetent to decide for her/
himself. In such cases, the decision 
has to be taken by a proxy or fam-
ily or by a panel of  doctors. 

5. The Supreme Court asked 
the Parliament to delete Section 
309 IPC (attempt to suicide) as it 
has become anachronistic though 
it has been Constitutionally valid. 
“A person attempts suicide in a 
depression, and hence he needs 
help, rather than punishment,” the 
judgment said. But this position 
reiterates a stand previously taken 
by the Supreme Court. The crucial 
question is whether the right to life 
protected under Article 21 of  the 
Constitution includes right to die 
or not. The High Court of  Bom-
bay, in ‘the State of  Maharashtra v. 
Maruti Shripati Dubal’ case (1986) 
held that the right to life includes 
right to die. In ‘P.Rathinam v. 
Union of  India’ (1994), a Divi-
sion Bench of  the Supreme Court 
supported the decision of  the 
High Court of  Bombay. This issue 
was again raised before the court 
in ‘Gian Kaur v. State of  Punjab’ 
case (1996). In this case, a five 

judge Constitutional Bench of  
the Supreme Court overruled the 
P. Rathinam’s case and held that 
“Right to life” under Article 21 
does not include “Right to die” 
and there is no ground to hold that 
the section 309, IPC is constitu-
tionally invalid.
A Catholic Response to 
the Judgment

The Catholic Church has a rich 
moral vision on euthanasia. Its 
magisterial pronouncements on eu-
thanasia include the “Declaration 
on Euthanasia” by the CDF (1980) 
and the papal encyclical Evange-
lium Vitae (1995). In the light of  
these moral guidelines, three quick 
responses can be formulated to the 
recent verdict on euthanasia. 

1. Any Catholic would gladly 
welcome the legal condemnation 
of  active euthanasia. 

2. The Catholic Church cannot 
easily approve the position of  the 
court on passive euthanasia.  For, 
the judgment in its description of  
passive euthanasia refers to the 
denial of  not only sophisticated 
life support systems but also anti-
biotics and even food to a patient 
in a persistently vegetative state 
(PVS) (no. 51 of  the judgment). 
But we are bound to give PVS 
patients food, comfort, care and 
ordinary medical treatment. We 
are not bound to provide extraor-

dinary treatment to such patients. 
However, the distinction between 
ordinary and extraordinary treat-
ment is subject to contextual inter-
pretations. For example, it can be 
debated whether tubal feeding for 
many years would make ordinary 
or extraordinary treatment. In any 
case, it is to be affirmed that we are 
not required to retain life by any 
means. We can let a person die in 
the natural course. However, we 
cannot induce death by denying 
food and ordinary treatment which 
the Supreme Court implies in its 
description of  passive euthanasia. 

3. The present judgment against 
active euthanasia and the stringent 
conditions for passive euthanasia 
seem to have arisen largely from 
the fear of  a wide misuse of  such 
a provision. In fact, such a fear is 
not out of  place. But, the Catholic 
Church opposes euthanasia basical-
ly on the ground that every human 
life, whatever be its quality, enjoys 
an inviolable sanctity. Therefore, 
at least apparently, the motive for 
opposing euthanasia is not princi-
pally the same for the church and 
the court. 

Aruna Shanbaug’s former colleagues offer sweets to each other after the Supreme Court’s verdict

Dr. Mathew 
Illathuparampil
Moral Theologian, 
St Joseph’s Pont Seminary, 
Aluva
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On 8th March 2011, the world 
marked the centenary of  Inter-

national Women’s Day. Although many 
socialist organizations claim responsibil-
ity for its inauguration and continuation, 
in actual fact, the roots of  International 
Women’s Day pre-date socialism, argues 
Janet Fearns    

 In towns and cities across the 
developing world, driven by the 
need to feed their families, women 
become street cleaners and refuse 
collectors, housemaids. Time and 
time again, it is women who dig 
ditches, repair roads, crush stones 
into gravel and carry heavy loads. 
While many men vile away their 
time and spend their earnings on 
alcohol or drugs women use their 
frugal earnings to feed the family. 
When the women return home, 
after a day’s backbreaking job, 
the household chores await them. 
Women suffer to see their family 

starving and that drives them to do 
any underpaid job.  

This is not a new situation. From 
time immemorial women have 
been excluded from active partici-
pation in the ordering of  society 
with little or no freedom or public 
voice with which to struggle for 
their rights. Even today gender 
equality in work, pay and social 
status is a battle with its conclusion 
far ahead into the future.

On 8th March 2011, the world 
marked the centenary of  Inter-
national Women’s Day (IWD). 
Although many socialist organiza-
tions claim responsibility for its 
inauguration and continuation, in 
actual fact, the roots of  IWD pre-
date socialism.

There were many Catholic 19th 
century social reformers who 
gave their all, on behalf  of  poor 

women and girls, amongst them 
St Julie Billiart (Foundress of  the 
Sisters of  Notre Dame), Vener-
able Pauline Jaricot (Foundress of  
the Association for the Propaga-
tion of  Faith – APF), Fr James 
Nugent (a Liverpool parish priest 
and founder of  the Nugent Care 
Society) and many others, whose 
names are frequently overlooked 
by the secular celebrations of  In-
ternational Women’s Day. Perhaps 
this is because the giving of  justice 
and dignity to women is linked  
to their being able to vote just as 
much as it is tied to literacy, status, 
opportunity, education, employ-
ment and fulfillment.

During the 19th century, women 
from all social strata throughout 
Britain, mainland Europe, America 
and, to a lesser extent, Australia, 
began to campaign for the right 

foCuS intErnational
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For hundred years we have 
been celebrating the Interna-
tional women’s day.  I am sure in 
hundred different ways we are 
reminded today that the pre-
dominant world culture we live 
in is one that is overly masculine 
in character – aggressive, violent 
and excessively competitive.  Man 

W
or

ld Women’s Day  

and woman are complement to 
one another.  Hence for a safe 
and stable world we would need 
to feminize this overly masculine 
culture of  ours with virtues that 
are associated with the feminine 
namely, gentleness, care,    tender-
ness and the like. A  Woman’s 
voice may be soft, but it carries a 
sense of  purpose; her shoulders 
may be delicate, but they can carry 
the burden of  a family with ease.  
She needs her space in our homes 
as well as in our world.

Dr. Joseph Patmury
Bangalore

to vote. In Britain, three separate 
Acts of  Parliament gave the vote 
to most of  the men, ultimately 
even to criminals and the mentally 
‘unstable’. However, no woman 
had this right. Instead, it was 
frequently stated - by men - that 
women did not possess the neces-
sary temperament, judgment or 
intellect to make a rational political 
decision! Exploited, oppressed and 
suppressed in the home, workplace 
and in society, certain groups of  
women began to campaign for 
the right to vote, seeing legislation 
as the official route to women’s 
dignity and justice. They became 
known as ‘suffragists’ - a word de-
riving from ‘suffrage’ which means 
‘the right to vote’. From 1897 
the debate reached the House of  
Commons itself, but was defeated 
every time the motion was raised, 
opposed even by Queen Victoria.

In 1903 a more radical, militant, 
women’s movement was founded, 
called the Women’s Social and 
Political Union (WSPU), led by 
Emmeline Pankhurst and her 
daughter Christabel. These were 
the Suffragettes.

An interesting snippet from a 
newspaper in Thanet, Kent, dated 
23rd January 1909, gives an excel-
lent insight into the reasons why it 
was crucial that women took their 
fight even to the courts.

Mrs Elizabeth Dickson, village 
postmistress of  Galtonside, has 
just retired after 31 years service. 

In 1878 she took up her late hus-
band’s duties as postman as well 
as her own as postmistress, and 
has walked 130,000 miles deliver-
ing letters. In this time she has had 
only 2 weeks off  sick. Although, as 
a woman, she was not entitled to 
anything, her case was presented 
and the department are likely to 
give her an allowance [pension] as 
an act of  grace.

Perhaps one of  the most poi-
gnant episodes concerns Emily 
Wilding-Davison, a young Suf-
fragette who, in 1911, hid herself  
in a broom cupboard next to the 
Undercroft Chapel in the Palace of  
Westminster during the night of  
the 1911 census. This established 
her address as the House of  Com-
mons. In 1918 an Act was finally 
passed allowing over 8 million 

women in Britain to vote, enabling 
women over 21 years of  age to 
become Members of  Parliament. 
In the General Election of  1918, 
there were 17 female candidates 
out of  1,623 standing for election. 
In 1921 the ‘suffrage’ was extended 
to all women over 21. 

The first woman to be elected 
MP was not a Suffragette. Howev-
er Nancy Astor soon adopted the 
interests of  women and children. 
In her maiden speech in 1920 she 
announced, “I do not want you 
to look on your lady Member as 
a fanatic or a lunatic. I am simply 
trying to speak for hundreds of  
women and children throughout 
the country who cannot speak for 
themselves.”

In 1908, on the last Sunday in 
February, socialist women in the 
United States initiated the first 
Women’s Day when large demon-
strations took place calling for the 
vote and political and economic 
rights of  women. The follow-
ing year, 2,000 people attended a 
Women’s Day rally in Manhattan.

In 1910 a global Women’s Day 
was proposed to the second In-
ternational Conference of  Social-
ist Women in Copenhagen. The 
following year, on March 19, 1911, 
the first IWD was held in Ger-
many, Austria, Denmark and some 
other European countries. The 
day has been variously seen as a 

The world will change when 
each individual receives the 
respect and dignity deserved 
of the Children of God.

“ “

20 Smart Companion India   March 2011 Smart Companion India   March 2011 21



India boasts of  being among the 
‘space-age nations’, nuclear pow-
ers and one of  the fastest grow-
ing economies but continues to 
burn women alive for dowry and 
unleash a wave of  violence against 
women to manufacture consent on 

Dr. Kiran Prasad
Commonwealth Fellow &
Professor of  Communication 
Padmavati University, Tirupati  

their very survival. Politicians rise 
effortlessly to score points in de-
bates on trivial matters but slumber 
when nearly one lakh women die 
every year during childbirth. The 
spirit of  the International Women’s 
Day salutes those who have made 
great strides and occupied the 
highest positions cracking the glass 
ceiling under trying situations and 
must be imbibed all through the 
year to prevent women from be-
coming an endangered species.

time for asserting women’s political 
and social rights, for reviewing the 
progress that women have made, 
or as a day for celebration. In keep-
ing with its early radical traditions, 
Lena Lewis, U S. socialist, declared 
in 1910 that it was not a time for 
celebrating anything, but rather a 
day for anticipating all the struggles 
to come when “we may eventually 
and forever stamp out the last ves-
tige of  male egotism and his desire 
to dominate over women”

On the 50th anniversary of  IWD 
in 1960, 729 delegates from 73 
countries, met in a conference in 
Copenhagen. It adopted a general 
declaration of  support for the po-
litical, economic and social rights 
of  women. During the Interna-
tional Women’s year in 1975, IWD 
was given official recognition by 
the United Nations and was taken 
up by many governments who 
had not previously known of  its 
existence.

Today we may ask, after 100 
years, has IWD made a difference 
for women? In many ways, it has 
not changed much for women, 
especially in the attitude of  the 
society towards them. To the 
global majority, it belongs amongst 
the ‘World Days of  this-that-or-
the-other’, acknowledged only by 
a minority of  devotees. Still, the 
IWD continues to draw attention 
to women’s global struggle for jus-

tice and equality. However, it rarely 
distinguishes between feminist and 
feminine. 

The IWD has no explicit reli-
gious affiliation. There is no men-
tion of  the quiet, unseen efforts of  
Religious women and lay Catholics 
who, without media hype, rescue 
battered and abandoned wives and 
children, struggle against human 
trafficking, strive for improved 
health care, teach the illiterate to 
read and write, offer skills-training 
towards self-sufficiency and em-
ployment… The list is endless but 
largely ignored. One day of  expen-
sive publicity has a value, but what 
really matters is the God-inspired, 
relentless striving to change society. 
The battle for justice, dignity and 
equality requires the commitment 
of  generations because it changes 
the mind-set of  millennia. 

In this sense, The Women’s 
World Day of  Prayer (WWDP), 
which dates from 1928, is unam-
biguously Christian, and compli-
ments IWD. Catholics have been 
represented since 1967.  

The global outreach of  the 
WWDP is an important instru-
ment for change. Women’s place in 
society has a political aspect, but 
as Christians, we believe there is 
something absolutely fundamental 
that IWD disregards: the world 
will change when each individual 
receives the respect and dignity 

deserved of  the Children of  God. 
Just as the world was changed 
forever by Mary, the Woman of  
Faith, the world will become a 
better place when its eyes open to 
women of  Faith.
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The village fool replied with a grin, “It is easy! First I shoot the arrow 
and then I draw the target.”

Sh    ot a bull’s eye 
every time

There was once a famous archer who entered a village and 
saw several targets drawn on a wall. In the absolute center 
of  each target was an arrow. The archer asked the villagers, 
“Who has accomplished this amazing feat?”

The villagers laughed and said, “It was the village fool who did it.”
The archer said. “Bring me to this “fool” for he is truly a great master.

The archer was brought before the village fool. He rever-
ently bowed low and said, “Great master, tell me, how are 
you able to shoot a bull’s eye every time?”



 “In this God forsaken place 
where will the people come from to 
a hospital? How will you raise the 
funds to build it?” asked Mother 
Anna Dengal, the foundress of  the 
Medical Mission Sisters. It was in 
1947 when she had come to Mandar 
in Chotanagpur to start a hospital 
at the invitation of  Fr Edward De 
Muelder, SJ. He was then the Par-
ish Priest of  the place. “People will 
come from everywhere and God 
will provide the finances for the 
hospital,” replied Fr De Muelder.

 In fact, his prophesy was ful-
filled a few days later, in a miracu-
lous way. An English Pilot died in 
a plane crash in the neighbouring 
Lohardaga area. Fr De Muelder 
performed the funeral rites and sent 
heartfelt condolences to his parents 

in England. In the letter he had de-
scribed the heroic deeds of  their 
son. He also mentioned the urgent 
need of  constructing a hospital in 
the area. Impressed by the mission-
ary’s words and actions the parents 
of  the deceased pilot agreed to fi-
nance the proposed hospital. Thus 
was built the Holy Family Hospital 
at Mandar. It soon rose to fame in 
Eastern India for providing extraor-
dinary health care to the people of  
the region. The Church in Chotana-
gpur kept growing steadily. Formal 
education and socio-economic de-
velopment formed essential parts 
of  the evangelizing system in the 
first half  of  the twentieth century.
Growth of  the Mission

The missionaries, who succeeded 
such valiant men as Fr De Muelder, 

gave themselves to evangelization 
with great fervour. As the number 
of  Catholics grew in different par-
ishes, more institutions were also 
added - primary schools for boys 
and girls, convents with primary 
health centres and units of  the 
Catholic Co-operative Credit Soci-
ety. Moreover, the catechists played 
a major role in the evangelization 
process. They assisted the parish 
priests in imparting religious in-
struction to the catechumens. They 
also engaged in the lifelong faith 
education of  the baptized men and 
women - young and old. The eccle-
siastical structure consisted of  the 
archbishop at the diocese, deans at 
the vicariates and the parish priests 
in the parishes. In this well-knit set 
up, the Church flourished in spite 
of  the difficulties and challenges   
from within and outside the Church. 
The Unique School Sys-
tem

The missionaries gave promi-
nence to school education in the 
mission. This, they knew, would 
enhance the spiritual and material 
progress of  the people. They had 
to impart basic education to the 
new Christians besides deepening 
their faith. They were to be ren-
dered bold in their dealings with 
the officials, landlords and other 
non-tribals. Lower primary schools 
(infant class to standard three) were 
opened in each village or in a cluster 
of  villages, with this aim. Students 
passing out from these schools 
went to the upper primary schools 
(standard 4 and 5) in the parishes, 
most of  which also had the mid-
dle schools (standards 6 and 7). 

In the initial years St John’s High 
School, Ranchi, was the only high 
school for boys in the whole of  the 
Chotanagpur mission. The schools 
for girls were opened since 1903 
in important parishes. In a pyra-
midal structure, the lower schools 
acted as feeder schools to those 
at the higher levels. Thus the stu-
dents had a chance either to pur-
sue higher education or to quit 
schooling to take up any available 
jobs, catering to one’s intellec-

Church in 
Chotanagpur

wE arE thE ChurCh
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tual aptitude and financial status.   
Different Schools

The parish schools were not 
able to admit all the aspiring chil-
dren. So, there were also Panchayat 
schools run by the village elders. 
By 1914 their number rose to 127, 
in Chotanagpur. Then there were 
Industrial Schools for vocational 
training. They imparted skills in car-
pentry, masonry and plumbing to 
such students who wanted to take 
up such jobs. These were not able 
to pursue higher education. The Pa-
pal Envoy Dr Pietro Pisani praised 
this venture when he visited the 
mission in its early stages. Similarly, 
a Teachers’ Training School was 
started in 1913 to meet the need 
of  good teachers. Such was the zeal 
and zest of  the missionaries regard-
ing formal education. That is why, 
when faced with opposition to the 
missionary activity, the late Bishop 
Oscar Severin SJ, who was once an 
Inspector of  the Catholic Schools, 
used to say: “Let the Government 
take away our bungalows, but it can 
take our schools only over my dead 
body.”  Formal education spread 
fast in the first half  of  the 20th 
century in Chotanagpur and result-
ed into the opening of  many high 
schools for boys and girls including 
St. Xavier’s College, Ranchi in 1943.

Socio-Economic Develop-
ment

During the first half  of  the twen-
tieth century, the Church’s socio-
economic development interven-
tions were a boon to the tribal 
people. First was the enactment of  
the Chotanagpur Tenancy (CNT) 
Act, 1908. The chief  architect of  
this Act was Fr John Baptist Hoff-
mann, SJ. He was deeply concerned 
about the tribal unrest due to land 
alienation – tribal lands being dis-
possessed by landlords. As a pre-
caution, Fr Hoffmann prepared 
the blueprint of  the CNT Act and 
advised the British Government to 
bring about its legislation. Since 1908 
this has greatly prevented the tribal 
land alienation in Chotanagpur. 

Secondly, in 1909 Fr Hoffmann 
started the Chotanagpur Catho-
lic Mission Co-operative Credit 
Society. Through it he taught the 
people to practise thrift and saving, 
primarily for agricultural develop-
ment. This institution provided 
a financial backbone to the tribal 
people, leading to their economic 
emancipation from the oppression 
of  the moneylenders. The third 
major work of  Fr Hoffmann was 
the promotion of  the Mundari 
language and culture through his 
numerous writings. His sixteen vol-

umes of  Encyclopaedia Mundarica 
released in the first quarter of  the 
twentieth century, deserves spe-
cial mention. Equally zealous were 
also the other missionaries who 
worked for the preservation and 
promotion of  tribal languages and 
cultures of  the Oraon, Kharia, San-
thal and Ho tribes in Chotanagpur.
Impact of  Evangelization 

It is formal education that led 
the tribal Church to great social 
mobility and political empower-
ment. A proliferation of  jobs in 
the non-farm sector like teaching, 
nursing, engineering and medical 
services, to mention a few, was evi-
dent. Vocations to the priestly and 
religious life kept flourishing. The 
result was the foundation of    the 
major and the minor seminaries, 
as well as of  numerous religious 
houses of  formation. The bishops 
in the eight dioceses of  Jharkhand 
today, including His Eminence 
Telesphore P. Cardinal Toppo, are 
from the tribal communities. So are 
most of  the Provincials, Rectors 
and Superiors. This is a proof  to 
the Church’s growth in Jharkhand. 

Similarly, the educated Catholic 
laity took the lead in the political 
mobilization of  the tribals by start-
ing the Jharkhand movement in 
the region during this period. The 
overall objective of  the Jharkhand 
movement was to bring about so-
cio-cultural rejuvenation, economic 
emancipation and political self-de-
termination. In this enterprise the 
Christian tribals of  other Church-
es joined hands. The Church had 
carefully nurtured the dual identity 
of  the tribal Christians - the tribal 
identity in terms of  socio-cultural 
uniqueness and the Christian iden-
tity as belonging to the universal 
Catholic Church. Both were hon-
oured, preserved, promoted, and 
cherished. By the 1950s, the tribal 
Christians of  Chotanagpur had 
made a niche for themselves in 
the great socio-cultural mosaic of  
India and of  the Catholic Church.

Dr.  Alex Ekka SJ.
Director, XISS, Ranchi

“

“

The Church had carefully nurtured the 
dual identity of the tribal Christians - the 
tribal identity in terms of socio-cultural 
uniqueness and the Christian identity
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Challenges 
of Climate Change
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Climate change is triggered by selfish hu-
man activities. It affects human survival.



foCuS national

Church is Responsible 

“I have lost two acres of  
onion seedlings due to 

unseasonal rain,” laments Mano-
har Jadhav, a farmer in Nashik, 
Maharashtra. Like him many other 
agriculturists lost 70 per cent of  
onions last November. “I have to 
stay awake till midnight to wa-
ter my garden and wash my car 
because of  stage two restriction on 
use of  water by the government,” 
says David Williams of  Perth, 
Australia. 

“If  fires break out, radioactive 
particles could be stirred up along 
with the fumes and a new zone 
of  contamination could emerge. I 

hope we will be able to get through 
this without fires turning up here,” 
says Shoigu in Bryansk in Russia. 
Jadhav, William and Shoigu have 
something in common —they 
are bearing the brunt of  climate 
change brought about by global 
warming.

Now what exactly is global 
warming? Green house gases like 
carbon dioxide, chlorofluorocar-
bons and nitrous oxide trap heat 
and keep the earth warm. Due to 
depleting greenery and increased 
use of  fossil fuels like coal and 
petroleum, the amount of  green 
house gases has increased. Natu-
rally, the planet becomes warmer, 
which can have disastrous con-
sequences like changing climatic 
patterns, greater frequency of  
bush fires, hurricanes, floods and 
drought. 

Studies say that global warming 
would result in the melting of  po-
lar ice caps as well as glaciers. This 
means a rise in sea levels, threaten-
ing the existence of  islands like the 
Maldives.

There are concerns that the 
Maldives could disappear from the 
face of  the earth, if  the sea level 
keeps rising. Scientists also predict 
that large portions of  Bangladesh 
would be submerged. The signs are 
there to see in the Sunderbans, the 
delta of  the Ganges, where the ris-
ing sea level has submerged many 
islands.

In August 2009, Maldives Presi-
dent Mohamed Nasheed held a 
cabinet under water to draw the 
attention of  the world leaders to 

the issue of  global warming and 
highlight the threat faced by the 
island nation.
The Indian Situation

The situation is grim in India, 
which has been experiencing

drastic changes in the climatic 
pattern over the last three years. 
Erratic rainfall and drought are 
wreaking havoc on our crops. Sci-
entists predict increased precipita-
tion and heightened flood risks 
in some parts of  the country and 
reduced rainfall and prolonged 
drought in other. 

A World Bank report on the 
impact of  climate change says that 
drought-prone regions of  Andhra 
Pradesh and Maharashtra, and 
flood-prone districts in Orissa 
have reached tolerance limits. 
The yield of  major dry land crops 
would decline in Andhra Pradesh. 
Sugarcane farmers of  Maharashtra 
may see yields going down by 30 
per cent. Rice production in Orissa 
will face a similar fate with yields 
in the flood-prone coastal regions 
dropping by12 per cent. 

 “Small and marginal farmers 
practicing agriculture on rain-fed 
farms will bear the brunt of  cli-
mate change,” says writer Surinder 
Sud. The crops that may be hit 
include pulses and oilseeds, among 
others. 

According to A.K. Singh, of  
the Indian Council of  Agricultural 
Research (ICAR), medium-term 
climate change predictions have 
projected the likely reduction in 
crop yields due to climate change 
at between 4.5 and 9 per cent by 

Moving people on the 
environmental front can be 
done only by an authority 
that touches the conscience 
that is close to the individual 
and does not merely call for 

eye-catching events. In that 
respect this is a challenge for 
the Church.  She not only has 
a major responsibility; she is, I 
would say, often the only hope.  
For she is so close to people’s 
consciences that she can move 
them to particular acts of  self-
denial and can inculcate basic 
attitudes in souls.

Pope Benedict XVI
The Light of  the World (2010)
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2039. The long run predictions 
paint a scarier picture with the 
crop yields falling by 25 per cent or 
more by 2099. This will have a det-
rimental effect on farmers’ income 
and purchasing power, with obvi-
ous down-the-line repercussions.

India Meteorological Department 
(IMD) has observed changes in the 
pattern of  rainfall in Jharkhand, 
Chhattisgarh and Kerala. This will 
impact the cultivation of  rain-fed 
crops like coarse grains, pulses and 
oilseeds, which are grown during 
the Kharif. 

The groundnut crop in the Ray-
alaseema area of  Andhra Pradesh 
in 2008 can be a case in point. It 
suffered substantial damage be-
cause of  high as well as low rainfall 
at different stages of  its growth. 

This aside, climate change is also 
reflected in the fluctuating weather 
cycle with unpredictable cold and 
heat waves, floods and exception-
ally heavy single-day downpours. 
The country-wide drought in 2002, 
the heat wave in Andhra Pradesh in 
May 2003, extremely cold winters 
in 2002 and 2003 and prolonged 
dry spell in July 2004 and January 
2005 are a few examples.

“Apart from the use of  techno-
logical advances to combat climate 

change, there has to be sound 
policy framework and strong politi-
cal will to achieve this objective,” 
says A.K. Singh. State agricul-
tural universities and regional farm 
research centers, too, will have 
to play a role in developing local 
situation-specific strategies for 
adapting the rain-fed farming to 
emerging climate patterns.

Climate change will result in 
price increases for the important 
crops like rice, wheat, maize and 
soybeans. Higher feed prices can 

result in lower meat production. 
Immediate consequences 

Studies indicate that people in 
the developing world are likely to 
be seriously affected because of  
food insecurity. According to the 
International Food Policy Research 
Institute’s Food Policy Report, in 
2005, nearly half  of  the economi-
cally active population in develop-
ing countries—2.5 billion—relied 
on agriculture for its livelihood. 
Today, 75 per cent of  the world’s 
poor live in rural areas. The 
report presents research results 
that quantify the climate-change 
impacts, assesses the consequences 
for food security and estimates the 
investments that would offset the 
negative consequences for human 
well-being. Their study suggests 
that “agriculture and human well-
being will be negatively affected by 
climate change.”

In general men need about 2,700 
calories per day and women need 
about 2,000 calories per day to 
maintain good health. It is report-
ed that by 2050, the decline in calo-
rie availability will increase child 
malnutrition by 20 per cent.

The International Food Policy 
Research Institute (IFPRI) has 
called for an additional an-
nual investment of  $7 billion in 
agricultural productivity to help 
farmers adapt to climate change. 
It is estimated that climate change 

Christians have a particu-
lar mission to work for the 
issues pertaining to ecology 
and climate change. God has 
given the entire creation as a 
precious gift for human well 
being enjoining humans “to 
cultivate and care for it” (Gn 
2:15). Jesus renewed human 

Dr. Prem Xalxo SJ 
Moral Theologian, Rome 

relationship with God and sancti-
fied the creation. The current 
ecological crisis is the result of  a 
ruptured human relationship with 
God, with one another and with 
the entire creation. Human greed 
for more and the pride “to be like 
gods” (Gn 3:5) have destroyed 
the harmony and order of  God’s 
creation, and shattered the fiber 
of  human society, dividing it into 
haves and have-nots. By working 
for ecological issues, a Christian 
can respond to God’s call to 
maintain and nurture the three-
dimensional relationship. 

Ecological Mission
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foCuS national

Copenhagen Accord of  Decem-
ber 2009, sponsored by the UN. 
It endorsed the continuation of  
the Kyoto Protocol and called for 
“strong political will to urgently 
combat climate change in accor-
dance with the principle of  com-
mon but differentiated responsi-
bilities and respective capabilities.” 

The 2010 United Nations Cli-
mate Change Conference was held 
in Cancún, Mexico. The outcome 
was an agreement, (unfortunately 
not a binding treaty), which aims 
to limit global warming to less 
than 2 degrees Celsius above pre-
industrial levels. It called on rich 
countries to reduce their green-
house emissions as pledged in the 
Copenhagen Accord and develop-
ing countries to plan to reduce 
their emissions. The agreement 
included a “Green Climate” fund, 
worth $100 billion a year, to help 
poor nations in their efforts to 
reduce emissions. 

Caught in the economic and po-
litical tussle between the developed 
and developing countries, India 
had to virtually agree to the death 
of  the Kyoto Protocol. Critics 
felt that it “fell woefully short of  
needed action”. Still Environment 
Minister Jairam Ramesh claimed 
that it was a balanced agreement in 
the spirit of  constructive compro-
mise. 

will reduce wheat yield 30% and 
rice 15%. Prices of  these two 
essential cereals are projected to 
rise more than 100%. It will also 
drive almost 25 million children to 
malnourishment. 
Religious angle

Pope John Paul II, once de-
scribed environmental concerns as 
a “moral issue” and said, “We have 
a grave responsibility to preserve 
[the earth’s] order for the well-
being of  future generations.” Pope 
Benedict XVI, in his first hom-
ily as pontiff, stated “The earth’s 
treasures have been made to serve 
the powers of  exploitation and 
destruction”, and called on Catho-
lics to be better stewards of  God’s 
creation. Interestingly, the world’s 
smallest state, the Vatican, is all set 
to become the first net zero emit-
ter of  carbon dioxide, as it would 
solely depend on solar energy. No 
wonder Newsweek called Pope 
Benedict the “The Green Pope” in 
April 2008 

In an open letter presented on 
January 1990 to the Global Forum 
of  Spiritual and Parliamentary 
Leaders Conference in Moscow, 34 
scientists (mostly Nobel laureates) 
pleaded that religious leaders take 
up the ecological issue:  “Problems 
of  such magnitude, and solutions 
demanding so broad a perspec-
tive must be recognised from the 
outset as having a religious as well 
as a scientific dimension.”
What we can do ?

To reduce global warming, we 
need greater political will and 
cooperation from every nation. At 
the individual level, we can reduce 
carbon emissions by:

Switching to renewable en• 
ergy--
solar, tidal and geothermal.• 
Reducing the use of  electricity • 
at home. The average home con
tributes more to global warming 
than a car. Use energy-efficient 
lighting, or reduce energy 
needed for heating or cooling. 
Improving vehicle-fuel effi
ciency. Driving less than needed 

or buying a fuel-efficient car will 
reduce greenhouse gas emis
sions. You save 5kg of  carbon 
dioxide for every kilometre that 
you don’t drive.
Promoting recycled products.  • 
Unplugging phone chargers, • 
toaster, ovens and power cords 
when not in use can save up to 
20 per cent on home energy 

use.
Planting a tree… A single tree • 
absorbs one tonne of  carbon 
dioxide in its lifetime.
Use less hot water for a shower • 
by installing a low-flow shower
head. You save 160kg of  carbon 
dioxide every  year

International agreements
Reduction of  greenhouse emis-

sions is the need of  the hour. The 
Kyoto Protocol is a protocol of  
the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 
aimed at fighting global warming.

It was adopted on December 
11, 1997, in Kyoto, Japan and 
entered into force on February 
16, 2005. As of  July 2010, 191 
states have signed and ratified the 
protocol. Thirty-seven nations 
have committed themselves to 
reduce four greenhouse gases--
carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous 
oxide, sulphur hexafluoride and 
hydro fluorocarbons and perfluo-
rocarbons. The target agreed upon 
was an average reduction of  5.2% 
from the 1990 levels by 2012. 

This was followed by The 

The earth has been like a 
cow; we have been milking her 
without ever caring about her 
well being! How long can you 
milk a cow without caring for it? 
The whole ecological movement 

Fr. Robert Athickal SJ
Tarumitra Environmental 
Resources, Patna 

is directed to a time when the hu-
manity will live in harmony with 
the earth, a day when humans 
will make progress sustainable! 
The worst victims of  any eco-
logical disaster are the poor. Car-
ing for the earth and its ecology 
is therefore caring for the poor. 
Living close to the earth is to live 
a life more whole and complete 
with an overflowing sense of  joy! 

Milking, without 
caring
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Art is a way of  being, of  
searching for a spiritual mys-
tery that is not accessible to the 
conscious, rational and discursive 
mind. It is universal, asserts 
JYOTI SAHI

Indian Christian Art
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What exactly are you giving •	
shape to? The nature of  your 
mission through art? 

When I started an art ashram, 
what I stressed was that art is a 
“Sadhana”, which means a way to 
God. By “art” I do not mean an 
artifact. We are not talking about 
“things” produced by artists. But 
rather about the creative or poetic 
imagination, as the Theologian 
and art critic Jacques Maritain 
tried to explain. Art in this sense 
is a way of  being, of  searching 
for a spiritual mystery that is not 
accessible to the conscious, rational 
and discursive mind. The Icon, as 
shown by St. John of  Damascus, 
in his “Defence of  the Holy Im-
ages”, (presented and approved by 

the Church Fathers at the second 
Council of  Nicea,) celebrates the 
mystery of  the Holy Incarnation. 
It is a “symbol of  the Faith”. It 
cannot be defined dogmatically. 
But it is part of  the Tradition, and 
has a healing and transforming ef-
fect. Most of  my art is used in the 
context of  meditation/“Dhyana”. 
Art does not propagate the Faith in 
the sense the “Propaganda Fidei” 
might understand - a kind of  visual 
form of  instruction. 

I was once asked by Missio, 
Aachen how many people my art 
had converted to Christianity!!!! I 
said, (I may be wrong), not a single 
person. Nor is it my intention (if  
someone is converted it is the 
doing of  God not us). So I insist 

that art is not Church propaganda. 
Art is concerned with sharing and 
with experiencing the world of  the 
Divine Image---or “Imago Dei.” In 
that sense reflecting on the image 
or the Word of  God, is closer to 
what a contemplative does. For me, 
art is a kind of  “Lectio Divina” 
- a way of  interpreting the Holy 
Scriptures. We paint or sculpt, or 
write poems, because we want to 
worship God.  The work of  art is 
for God. That is why it is part of  
our act of  worship. It is for the 
same reason that the Church uses 
works of  art -  architecture, music, 
sculpture, painting- as part of  its 
liturgy. It is the human aspiration 
to give praise and glory to God. 
This was what the theologian Urs 
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Von Balthazar would understand 
by the “Glory of  God”.  

Most art seems to be non-com-•	
municating? 

 This stress on communication 
is often very ambiguous. We say 
that the Holy Communion of  the 
Eucharist is God communicat-
ing with human beings. But do 
we understand the Communion? 
Do we know what precisely the 
Eucharist is about? Communion is 
different from understanding - it 
is participation, longing, loving, 
worshipping. Art communicates—
in that sense it is also sacramental.  
Mystics have stressed that    spiri-
tual art  lies beyond the rational or 
logical thought. It is “apophatic” 
or what in Indian thought is 
termed “nirguna”. It is beyond 
name and form, it is abstract.

Do you consider your artistic •	
work as a ministry or evangeliza-

tion? If  so, how?
 I have great difficulty in ac-

cepting the popular concept of  
“evangelization.”  For example, 
“Evangelical Christians” say “I am 
right, I am Saved,” and consider 
all other Faiths and expressions 
of  Hope and Charity as  useless 
or even demonic. The purpose 
of  true spiritual art, certainly is 
not this kind of  evangelization. I 
believe, what we are is our mes-
sage as well. Art is concerned with 
dialogue, respecting and honouring 
the traditions and spiritual aspira-
tions of  others. My artistic pursuits 
have been to see my art as a form 
of  dialogue (as understood by 
the philosophers Martin Buber or 
Levinas). I believe that art can be 
an important medium for spiritual 
dialogue between people who are 
seekers of  the Truth. That is why 
I have argued in favour of  the 

concept of  the “Sat Sangh,” or 
people who come together in the 
search of  Truth.  Truth   comes to 
us through Beauty and Goodness. 
Dogmas may be of  use within the 
Church for clarifying our under-
standing, but they are useless when 
it comes to dialogue. In fact they 
become a hindrance, and distrac-
tion. In this sense, I believe, art 
goes beyond Dogma or Doctrine.  
It tries to find a common ground – 
beyond walls and distinctions. Art 
arises from intuition; it is inclusive 
and not exclusive. 

As secularization is gripping, •	
shouldn’t you be shifting from 
Christian themes to more spiri-
tual themes?

Truly Christian art is secular as 
well. It is not “religious” in the 
sense of  Church Art.  The Jesus 
who has been understood by great 
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thinkers and activists in 
India -- Mahatma Gandhi 
or Rabindranath Tagore 
--  has been a ‘Secular Jesus’, 
one who speaks to ordinary 
seekers after Truth, like the 
Samaritan Woman. He was 
in fact fiercely critical of  the 
religious fundamentalists of  
his days, even calling them 
“brood of  vipers”!!

 You depict Christ as a •	
Sadhu, Mother Mary in 
saree etc. Is it purposeful 
inculturation or art for art’s 
sake?

There is a big problem 
about this term “incul-
turation”. The inculturation 
movement, of  which I was 
certainly a part, is today no 
longer relevant because we 
live in a globalised world.  It 
was basically a post inde-
pendent movement to stress 

that art and culture were not agents 
of  colonialism and to assert that 
being a Christian in India was not 
part of  a colonial agenda. Much 
of  what was called Christian art 
in India was in fact colonial art. 
Inculturation as a concept linked to 
nationalism, is not helpful when it 
comes to the creative imagination. 
I believe that art aspires to the 
universal. It cannot be limited to 
national or even culturally exclusive 
identity.

The basic reasons for represent-
ing Jesus and other Gospel figures 
in an Indian way, are twofold. 
First is the need for translation. 
Bible has been rendered in Indian 
languages (though obviously Jesus 
did not speak Hindi, Tamil etc.) to 
make the Word available to people 
in their culture and language. 
Following on this, the image also 
became localized, in relation to the 
experience of  people. Thus they 
could imagine the gospel events 

in their cultural idiom or mother 
tongue. Secondly, Indian cultural 
elements are used to relate Bibli-
cal narratives to the Universal or 
Archetypal. So representing Jesus 
as Guru, or reinterpreting the sym-
bol of  the snake (not in a negative 
sense as in the Genesis story but 
as a positive symbol of  healing 
and transformation as   the serpent 
lifted up by Moses in the desert), 
are symbols  that are not limited 
to any one particular culture or 
geographic environment. These 
are universal, found in all religions 
and cultures. In Biblical narratives 
we find elements that we can be 
related to stories in other cultures, 
or symbols used in other religions. 
It is important to recognize the 
common language of  the imagina-
tion, while using symbolic forms as 
a basis for dialogue between people 
who are coming from different 
cultures and religions. 

There was once a small 
boy who banged a drum 
all day and loved every 
moment of  it. He 
would not be quiet, 
no matter what any-

one else said or did. 
The troubled neigh-
bours called in various 

people –   teacher of  the 
village school, the local priest 

and the village doctor -- who 
said they could be of  help to 
mend the boy.  

The first to come in was 
the village doctor. He told 
the boy that it would, if  
he continued to make so 

much noise, perforate his 
eardrums; this reasoning was too 

advanced for the child, who was 
neither a scientist nor a scholar. 

Boy and the Drum
The priest in his turn tried to con-
vince him that drum beating was a 
sacred activity and should be carried 
out only on special occasions. 

His teacher instead gave the boy 
meditation exercises to make him 
placid and explained that all reality 
was imagination. Like all placebos 
or spiritual shortcuts, each of  these 
remedies worked for a short while, 
but none worked for very long. 

Eventually, a renowned Guru 
from the neighbouring town was 
passing through the village. The 
boy was brought to him. He looked 
at the situation, handed the boy 
a hammer and chisel, and said, 
“I wonder what is INSIDE the 
drum?”  

Yes, Lent is a time to find the right 
remedy for our worst weakness.
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Rejecting a plea for euthanasia, filed on behalf  of  Ar-
una Shanbaug, who has been in a vegetative state at KEM 
Hospital, Mumbai, for 37 years, the SC has honoured 
human life. “Euthanasia can be misused. Article 21 of  
the constitution only talks about right to life; there is no 
constitutional right to die” said the SC bench. With social 
relationships eroding, people could misuse euthanasia in 
collusion with doctors, it said. The nurses and staff  of  
the hospital took amazing care of  her for 37 years, so 
much so that she does not even have a single bed sore. 

3 Delhi
‘NO’ Mercy(less) killing for Aruna

4Manipur
Irom Sharmila

Ojas Suniti Vinay,  a young theatre artiste from 
Pune, has come out with a 40 minute skit which ex-
presses the struggle for Human Rights,  in realtuion 
to the travails of  people in Manipur. “Ley Mashalein!” 
is presented as a soliloquy of  Irom Sharmila Cha-
nu. This is the 10th year of  Sharmila’s hunger strike 
against the exploitation of  her and her people -not 
just  by Indian army violence, but also by mainland 
centric Indian politics. Physically frail but strong in her 
dedication she has become an inspiration for the val-
ley and non violent struggles all over. Her body is her 
weapon.The skit is narrated  through the medium of  
Manipuri fables, dances and major incidences which 
transformed her life. Ojas’ play ends with the words of  
hope from English poet P.B.Shelley in Ode to the West 
Wind: “If  Winter comes, can Spring be far behind?”

2 Mumbai
Mumbai Christians angry

Christians in Mumbai are furious over the deci-
sion of  the city’s civic body to remove crosses on 
streets in the city. “The Christian community feels 
as if  they have been targeted because they are pas-
sive”, said Abraham Mathai, vice chairperson of  
the state Minorities Commission. The Brihanmum-
bai Corporation took the decision citing a 2009 
Supreme Court directive that all illegal religious 
structures obstructing vehicular traffic be removed. 
Residents say the crosses are legal and the apex 
court order had asked states to first formulate a 
policy on religious structures before ordering de-
molitions. However, some among the Christians 
say that the issue need not be taken emotionally.

1 Work for destitute children
Andhra Pradesh 

The Andhra Pradesh government has appointed 
Catholic priests -- Father Thomas Koshy of  Na-
vajeevan Bala Bhavan and Father Thomas Joseph 
Pallithanam of  People’s Action for Rural Awaken-
ing-- as heads of  child welfare committees in two 
districts. Fr.T. Koshy will head the committee in 
Krishna district and Fr.T.Pallithanam in the East Go-
davari district. This can be seen as the government’s 
recognition of  the Church’s work among destitute 
children. Father Koshy has worked among street 
children in Vijayawada for the past 26 years and has 
won an award from the Indian president. He said he 
would make Krishna district committee “a model” 
for the regular hearing of  cases regarding children.

5 Think globally
Bangalore

Father Adolfo Nicolas, the Jesuits’ Global Chief  was 
in India from 26 Feb to 12 Mar. 2011 to participate in the 
assembly of  the ‘Jesuit Conference of  South Asia’ held at 
Bangalore. He urged Jesuits in South Asia to think glob-
ally transcending the narrow understanding of  the Jesuit 
province and share the resources at regional and global 
levels. 18 provincials and two regional superiors from 
South Asia participated in the meeting. Fr. Nicolas said that 
Pope Benedict XV, while stressing the need for a radical 
change in priestly formation, has sought the help of  the 
Jesuits for the integrated formation of  priests. Presently, 
about 18,500 Jesuits work in 113 countries, under 10 “as-
sistancies” or regions globally. South Asia which includes 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, Nepal and Sri Lanka, is 
the largest assistancy, with more than 4,000 members. 

Top Five
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Ancy is a student in one of  
the prestigious engineering 

colleges in Mumbai.  Her parents 
are in the business of  catering. 
They encourage and support her 
every endeavour. Ancy is what may 
be called ‘beauty with brains.’ Be-

ing jovial, chirpy and cheerful she 
mingles around with others pretty 
easily. Her friends are busy ‘going 
steady.’ Ancy however, had not 
yet ventured into a ‘relationship.’ 
Although she has been proposed 
to, she was not comfortable with 

any. But now, she has made up her 
mind. 

Joel, Ancy’s classmate has been 
trying to get her attention for some 
time now. At last Ancy makes up 
her mind. Initially the meetings are 
an extension of  the studies. Both 

ACHY-BREAKY 
HEARTS
Learning to love is an art and a task of growing 
up. How can parents accompany teenagers?

Youth powEr 
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Although tween and teen ro-
mance is normal, it’s not without 
some pretty heavy ups and downs. 
There are many creative ways a par-
ent can step in to help the teenager.   

Communication is key:•    keep 
a cool head yourself; make sure 
that the lines of  communication 
with your son/daughter remain 
open. Use your “relationship” as 
a jumping off  spot for commu-
nication. Get to know his/her 
interests, friends. Listening is the 
key. 

 Don’t ridicule: •  no matter how 
unrealistic the crush or inappro-
priate the relationship your child’s 
feelings are real and should be re-
spected. If  you make fun of  his/
her feelings, s/he may become 
secretive in the present as well as 
future relationships.

Be nonjudgmental:•   discuss with 
your son/daughter what is im-
portant, in your family, about sex 
and about the type of  persons s/
he can become involved with. At 

being intelligent, all has been well 
with them. They are seen hang-
ing out, frequently found in each 
other’s company in various spots 
across the college campus. Their 
friends too approve them.  

But one day it happens!  Ancy 
notices Joel moving around with 
Sherlyn, her best friend! Ancy’s 
world crumbles.  Shattered, de-
spondent and feeling miserable, 
Ancy begins to distance from 
classes and friends in particular.  
Young Love

 The typical adolescent relation-
ship is self-focused, motivated by 
immediate gratification, recreation, 
and status attainment. It can be 
very disappointing when their 
dreams of  romance and love are 
crushed.      Reciprocity of  feelings 
and support is not a common a 
characteristic in boys, while the 

What’s a parent to do?
the minimum, the person should 
be equally educated, with com-
patible age, and polite behaviour.  

Discuss the benefits of  keeping • 
a balance in relationship: this is 
all the more important if  you see 
your son/daughter too involved 
or obsessed with the relationship. 
You may have to set some limits 
on telephone or Internet time. 
Encourage to engage is differ-
ent activities and to have more 
friends.  

Be cool but watchful:•   if  the 
relationship does not interfere 
with normal life and work do not 
panic. However,  keep a watch-
ful eye, and insist on set limits 
and honesty with regard to who, 
what, when, where and why of  
where they are going and what 
they are doing.

Set boundaries:•   If  you find that 
the relationship has gone too far 
(going sexual for instance), you 
must step in.  First, talk with your 
son/daughter alone. Discuss the 

reasons for refraining from sexu-
al activity. If  appropriate, discuss 
the same with the boyfriend (or 
girlfriend), as well as with his/
her parents. 

Be involved:•   Do not allow the 
teens to be home alone without 
a responsible adult present.

Take bold decisions:•   If  things 
go too far, you may have to 
end the relationship. Initially 
your son/daughter may react, 
even threaten you. In case you 
are sure that the relationship is 
dangerous or inappropriate, do 
monitor their actions and where-
abouts closely.     

Offer healthy distractions:•   
Most teen relationships do not 
end up well.  Distraction often 
works best in these situations. 
Take your heartbroken son/
daughter to the movies or some 
other entertainment. Time will 
prove to them that their partner 
was a worthless jerk and/or a 
deceiver/player. 

girls wish for empathetic behav-
iour, trust, commitment, and effec-
tive communication. The boys just 
want to date the best-looking girl 
and have fun. Naturally when the 
relationship breaks up it is the girl 
who suffers more.

Parents and even teachers are 
often ignorant of  these hush-hush 
relationships. It is only when their 
son/daughter/ward begins to act 
differently or tries something dras-
tic do they sit back and take notice. 
Parents can help their children 
relate better, if  they can involve 
wisely. Most teenagers are stressed 
and anxious of  what the future 
holds for them. Love interests are 
merely part of  the learning/grow-
ing process.  

Young girls tend to get carried 
away by the throes of  emotional, 
psychological and physical devel-

opment, often making choices 
which they later regret/despise. “I 
have been ditched”, (despair) “I 
was not good enough” (guilt and 
inferiority) and other similar self  
talk and comments from others be-
gin to wreck the girl, leading her to 
varying negativity. All is great until 
the passion dies down and real life 
sets in. 

Accompanying adults need to 
understand growing up teens as 
persons in the process of  discover-
ing their true identity. Some ‘trial 
and error’ do happen and patient 
and loving accompaniment can set 
the demoralised, despairing and 
despondent ‘Ancys’ and ‘Joels’ back 
to track to live to the full.  

Chris Valentino sdb
Youth Counselor, Chennai  COMP
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The Gender Policy deals with women empowerment in 
the Church. How realistic is the document? A criti-

cal evaluation by a woman who has been working in various 
forums of  the National and Asian Church. 

A couple of  months ago I was presenting the Gender policy 
of  the Church to a group of  religious men and women. Using 
several examples I tried to impress on them the relevance of  
the policy and its implementation. The session concluded with 
the Eucharistic celebration. “Beware of  feminists,” the priest 
said in his homily. The majority present were women who 
would believe the priest! “Was it his aim to undo whatever I 
tried to do? Will the new Gender Policy of  the Church super-
sede such attitudes of  male superiority, and privilege in the 
Church?” I asked myself.   

The CBCI released its Gender Policy on 24, February, 2010, 
during its annual meet at Don Bosco Institute, Guwahati. The 
50-page document is the result of  two years of  deliberations 
and study following its 2008 General Body. It reflected on the 
theme, “Empowerment of  Women in Church and Society.” 
The project was headed by Bishop John Baptist Takhur, Chair-
man, CBCI Commission for Women, and its Executive Secre-
tary, Sr. Lilly Francis SMMI. Part 1 of  the document which has 
6 topics deals with Gender Equality, Vision of  Christ, Teach-
ings of  the Church, and CBCI empowering women.  PART 
ll has the vision-mission statement with the objectives of  the 
document. Part 111 details the policies and strategies with 
practical hints for each area of  implementation.   

 The foreword by Cardinal Varkey Vithayathil expresses 
hope that “the CBCI Gender Policy may inspire the Universal 
Church to offer a favourable situation for women that will 
create co-partnership in the family, society and the world.” The 
Church is expected to be a ‘light in the darkness’ of  woman’s 
oppression, subordination and experience of  violence. But this 
‘light’ is often dimmed by woman’s experience of  oppression 
in the Church itself. This aspect has been overlooked in the 
document.

The document acknowledges that “Through dominating 
social structures, men own, control and manage financial, intel-
lectual and ideological resources as well as the labour, fertility 
and sexuality of  women and thus perpetuate gender discrimi-
nation.” Men in the Church who are socialized in the same 
“dominating social structures” tend to bring with them the so-
cietal attitudes and behaviour into Church practice. Somehow 
the sensitivity of  Jesus towards women is lost, as structural sin 
dominates. It is sad testimony to our faith in Jesus that the very 
institution that professes to promote his teachings does what is 
contrary.  

Under the subtopic ‘Situation of  Women’, the society and 

GENDER POLICY 
Making it Effective!

CroSS CurrEntS
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the world come under scrutiny. 
Can the Church’s sin of  sexism, 
and discrimination within a patriar-
chal and hierarchal power structure  
be glossed over?  

 Church is the workplace of  
priests. Hence, the Supreme Court 
Order dated 13.08.1997 for “Im-
plementation of  the Guidelines in 
The Case Of  Sexual Harassment 
of  Women at the Workplace and 
Other Institutions” needs to be 
included in the Gender policy. 
The Church in India needs to be 
prudent and use its new gender 
policy as an opportunity to set in 
place mechanisms that will deal 
with complaints in a timely and just 
manner. This will prevent victims 
from running to the media crying 
foul.   

The Church in India can show 
its commitment to implement the 
policy by beginning to address 
the burning issue of  violence to 
women in the Church. Though 
good intentions are expressed, not 
enough is done to enable women 
to attain the vision of  equality 
and justice.  Women appointed to 
positions in the Commission for 
Women at the national, regional, 
diocesan, or parish level invariably 
lack space, equipment and ad-
equate funds.  

The policy is based on Genesis 
1:27 which has been referred to 
several times in the document 
but lacks an appropriate theology. 
Sadly, the quote at the beginning 
uses non-inclusive language which 
is jarring to female readers. “God 
created man in his own image, 
in the image of  God he created 
him; male and female He created 
them.”  Non-inclusive language 
demonstrates lack of  sensitivity 
to understand how women feel 
when addressed in male terms in 
Church documents, in scriptures 
and homilies.  

As it stands the quote reinforces 
the secondary status of  the female. 
God is male, he created man in his 
image and created that man to be 
male and female (?!) Do we wonder 
why St. Thomas Aquinas called 

woman a misbegotten male? 
The statement from the Pune 

Consultation on Gender Relations 
in the Church, suggested Gen 1:27 
be developed from the perspective 
of  a Trinitarian God. The Trin-
ity is a community of  equals who 
are same, different and relational. 
Taking off  from such a vision of  
equality, the Church would have a 
clear goal to work towards.  Such a 
vision is consonant with the vision 
of  the FABC articulated at their 
V th  Plenary Assembly where the 
church in Asia is called to be “A 
Participatory and Co-responsible 
Church – living as a Communion 
of  Communities.’’ 

The objectives of  the policy are 
indeed very progressive and leave 
room for creative interpretation 
and implementation. Three very 
important concepts repeated in the 
document are ‘gender mainstream-
ing’, ‘gender sensitivity’ and ‘gen-
der budgeting’. A proper explana-
tion of  the concepts given below, 
will help its implementation.

Gender maintstreaming is an ap-
proach that situates gender equality 
issues at the center of  broad policy 
decisions, institutional structures 
and resource allocations. It in-
cludes women’s views and priori-
ties in making all decisions.  This 
does not mean a token presence of  
one woman, but an adequate repre-
sentation of  women in the Church. 
It has to ensure that women’s expe-
rience, knowledge, and interests are 
brought into Church practice and 
structures so as to ensure equality. 
A mechanism that is competent to 
assess the impact of  the policies 
and programmes in every area and 
at all levels is required to ensure 
gender mainstreaming. 

Gender sensitivity is the aware-

ness and insight into the situation 
of  women, behaviour, practices 
and cultural status with reference 
to historical roots of  sexist stereo-
typing, discrimination and vio-
lence. Sensitivity implies creating 
a consciousness that helps remove 
the bias that prevents women 
from using their abilities to achieve 
their potential and aspirations. It 
includes the use of  gender sensi-
tive language – ‘inclusive language’, 
which the policy document lacks!

Gender budgeting is the process 
of  allocating funds to the pro-
grammes for the empowerment 
of  women and all programmes, 
projects and activities to address 
women’s issues.

If  only these three concepts are 
taken seriously and adopted in 
Church practice and policy, great 
changes in women’s reality can 
come about.

A good start has been made by 
Bishop Sebastian of  Buxar diocese 
in appointing Sr. Prabha SND as 
the treasurer of  the diocese. She 
and the other sisters working in the 
diocese are given living and work-
ing space in the diocesan premises.  
Let us hope other bishops follow 
suit.

The document is not perfect, but 
it is a good start. For now we have 
good intentions, lots of  promises, 
not enough initiative and little 
inertia on the part of  men in the 
Church to get the policy off  the 
ground. If  women themselves do 
not take the initiative, the docu-
ment will gather dust on all book-
shelves and libraries.

Men who are socialized in “dominat-
ing social structures” tend to bring 
with them the societal attitudes and 
behaviour into Church practice.
“ “

Virginia Saldanha
Mumbai
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draw you to greater faith in Jesus. 
So do respond to the simple re-
quests made to you with openness 
and generosity. That is a sure and 
simple path to lead your faith life. 

2.  It is noon time, an odd time 
for a woman to reach the well to 
draw water. Besides, the Samaritan 
woman comes all alone. These 
unusual circumstances prepared 
the way for the divine interven-
tion in the life of  this woman. Life 
brings to you as well, events and 
persons equally strange and sur-
prising – totally unexpected. Don’t 
let yourself  be overtaken by them. 
Jesus can make use of  the strange 
happenings in your life as tools for 
his intervention. Only that, you 
need to be sincere and open to his 
grace.  

3. When the Samaritan woman 
asks Jesus for the living water, he 
requests her to bring along her 
husband (4:15-16). The minimum 
demand Jesus places before her, 
as a condition to receive the living 
water is to have her husband – the 
one she owes her life and love. 
You also will have to have some-
one as your own in order to meet 
the requirement to drink from the 
living water. You have to own up 
that someone.  Jesus invites you to 
think about your dear ones; he de-
mands that you cherish and nour-
ish your relationships, be faithful 
to them, so that the life-giving 
water gushing abundantly in your 
life can bring you eternal life.

April 3: Fourth Sunday of Lent
Jn 9:1-41
Context and Theme

John’s Gospel, from its first 
chapter, presents Jesus as the true 
light that enlightens every man 
(1:9). Jesus declares himself  to be 
light of  the world (8:12). Today’s 
gospel (9:1-41) further expounds 
John’s pet theme of  ‘light and 
darkness’. The healing of  the man 
born blind lends the context for 
the discussion on blindness, both 
physical and spiritual.
 Message

1. The disciples are bothered to 
find out the cause of  blindness in 
the man who seeks sight (9:1). Je-
sus tells them, “It was not that this 
man sinned, or his parents, but 
that the works of  God might be 
made manifest in him” (9:3).  Your 
personal life too is replete with 
lots of  limitations and drawbacks. 
Human tendency is to shrink into 
oneself  at the recognition of  such 
negative forces in oneself. But 
Jesus does not want you to live in 
self  contempt, overridden at the 
experience of  your failures and 
drawbacks. He can make use of  
them as tools of  His intervention 
and divine activity. So in moments 
of  your failures and struggles, stay 
close to Jesus; ask him to inter-
vene. That is the way to transform 
your weak and wavering moments 
as channels for divine activity in 
your life. They would, all the more, 

Mar 27:  Third Sunday of Lent
Jn. 4:5-42
Context and Theme

Today’s gospel passage depicts 
the conversation between Jesus 
and the Samaritan woman. The 
encounter occurs on his way back 
from his first Jerusalem trip. He 
reaches Sychar, a city of  Samaria, 
by noon time.  Tired and thirsty 
he sits by the well of  Jacob. The 
Samaritan woman comes there to 
fetch water. Naturally their conver-
sation revolves around the theme 
of  drinking water and living water. 
This reminds the reader of  Jesus’ 
invitation to Nicodemus (Jn,3)  to 
be born of  water (3: 5). The story 
unfolds how the Samaritans come 
to believe in Jesus. Likewise, it 
describes the evolution of  faith in 
the Samaritan woman.     
Message

1. The Samaritan woman’s faith 
journey starts with the simple re-
quest of  Jesus: “Give me a drink” 
(4:7). Her spontaneous and sincere 
response to Jesus’ demand ends up 
in her faith in Jesus as the ‘source 
of  living water’. As a Christian, 
you will also encounter people 
making simple requests to you 
day after day. Don’t underestimate 
them, even if  they were so simple, 
like the request for a drink,  a meal 
or any other like that. Complying 
with such requests can become 
the means - divine instruments- to 

logoS

A simple, unique exegeti-
cal journey through the 

Sunday Gospels 

Jesus   
Light & Life
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that in a hurry, rather he stays back 
two more days (11:6). This sounds 
rather strange. You too may have 
similar experiences. Often you pray 
intensely for His intervention in 
an important matter and you do 
not get a quick response.  You find 
him very slow in answering your 
prayers. Even then, you need not 
be disheartened. God has a greater 
plan when he keeps you waiting 
for Him.

2. Jesus’ response to the messen-
gers who inform about the sick-
ness of  Lazarus is significant -- “It 
is not unto death, but for the glory 
of  God” (11:4). Your life also may 
be replete with painful experiences 
of  poverty, sickness, misery, de-
pression etc. It is possible that you 
too fear to end up in your failure 
and destruction. But if  you firmly 
believe that you are the beloved 
one of  Jesus, all your negativities 
can turn out to be for the glory of  
God. Believe that God can work 
wonders even through your ill 
health and failures. 

3. Jesus says to Martha that who-
ever believes in him shall never die; 
rather would live forever (11:25-
26). What matters is your faith in 
Jesus. If  you believe that Jesus is 
with you, and loves you, you have 
the sure hope that he will do all 
that is needed for your ultimate 
well being – there is nothing he 
cannot do for you. You need not 
be afraid of  anything. Ultimately, 
nothing can defeat you, not even 
death. Confronted by sickness and 
death, you feel the assurance of  
not being alone; Jesus is with you. 
Your growth in Christian life is in 
nurturing your belief  that Jesus is 
with you in every detail of  your 
day- to -day life.

April 17: Palm Sunday
Mt 21:1-11
Context and Theme

Today’s gospel narrates Jesus’ en-
try into Jerusalem. The final con-
flict between Jesus and the Jewish 
authorities (19:1-23:39) intensifies 
once he reaches Jerusalem and the 
temple of  God. However, at his 

become opportunities to encoun-
ter new depths in your faith in 
Jesus.

2. Jesus encounters the blind 
man for a second time. This time 
he asks him whether he believes in 
the Son of  Man (9:35). The man 
responds positively. Jesus inter-
prets his faith in him as the real 
eye-sight (5:39).  If  you believe in 
Jesus you will be enabled to look at 
everything from the perspective of  
Jesus. So believing in Jesus implies 
looking at and seeing everything 
through the vision of  Jesus. Are 
you able to look at the events of  
your life from the perspective of  
Jesus? 

3. Jesus affirms that he is “the 
light of  the world” (9:5). This af-
firmation is immediately followed 
by   his action of  giving sight to 
the blind man who came to him. 
In other words, Jesus becomes 
the light of  the world by giving 
sight to those who needed it, and 
those who sought for it. It is the 
small and big favours, the sensitive 
helps you extend to those around 
you that makes you great. So you 
become a genuine follower of  
Jesus when you are attentive to 
the needs of  the people around 
you and strive to respond to those 
needs genuinely. If  you cannot see 
the real and urgent needs of  your 
‘neighbour’ you are indeed ‘blind’ 
and the light of  Jesus does not 
shine in and through you. 

April 10: Fifth Sunday of Lent
Jn 11:1-45
Context and Theme

 John 11:1-12:50 constitutes the 
final part of  the book of  signs. To-
day’s gospel narrates the raising of  
Lazarus from the dead - the last of  
the signs Jesus performed before 
entering into his hour (13:1).  This 
event provides an apt context to 
present Jesus as the resurrection 
and life (11:25).. 
Message 

1. When Lazarus is critically 
ill, his sisters send word to Jesus, 
“Lord, he whom you love is ill” 
(11:3).   Jesus does not respond to 

entry into Jerusalem, the people 
acclaim him as the Son of  David, 
i.e., the Christ (21:9).
Message

1. When they reached Beth-
phage, Jesus sends two of  his dis-
ciples with clear directives to fetch 
an ass with its colt (21:1-3). This is 
for the purpose of  his entry into 
Jerusalem. It shows that Jesus takes 
the control of  things. When Jesus 
holds the reins of  your life, you be-
come his true disciple. Do you let 
him do that? Do you daily listen to 
him? Do his directions guide your 
life and activities every day? 

2. “All this took place in order 
to fulfil the word of  God spoken 
by the prophet” (21:4). In other 
words, Jesus executes the will of  
God by sending his disciples to 
bring the ass and the colt. Once 
the plan of  God is executed, the 
crowd acclaims him as the son of  
David. It meant that Jesus is king. 
Consequently, the ass becomes the 
royal vehicle. By no means can an 
ass be the vehicle of  a king. But 
here an insignificant ass becomes 
the carrier of  the king because that 
was the fulfilment of  the divine 
plan, the word of  God. This is 
an indication to your life as well. 
Make sure that you go after the will 
of  God even with regard to the 
apparently trivial matters of  your 
life. That is how even what you 
consider most insignificant in your 
life attains a divine aura.  

3. When Jesus was entering Je-
rusalem mounted on an ass, some 
in the crowd spread their garments 
on his pathway, others the branch-
es of  trees. They shouted Hosanna 
to him (21: 8-9). Everyday Jesus 
passes through your life paths.  Do 
you recognise him there? How do 
you welcome and acclaim him?   It 
is when you are aware of  his pres-
ence and respond to him that you 
become a fellow traveller with him. 
Then he renders your life salvific, 
allowing Hosanna to become a 
reality in your life.

 
Dr. Jacob Naluparayil MCBS
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For almost forty years, since 
The Exorcist was first re-

leased in 1973, demonic possession 
and exorcisms have been in the 
forefront of  films which combine 
horror with the life of  the Catholic 
Church.  The Exorcist led to three 
sequels and, in recent years, two 
prequels.  A 1976 case in Germany 
was the basis for Requiem as well 
as for The Exorcism of  Emily 
Rose.

However, a significant part of  
the context for The Rite is the in-
troduction of  a course in Rome for 
instructing exorcists. The screen-
play for The Rite is derived from a 
documentary book by Matt Baggio.  

 Catholic audiences who are get-
ting older would be more at home 
with the film, especially the first 
part.  Younger Catholics could be 
intrigued by the information given 
and follow through.  Christian 
believers will find the film interest-
ing.  Believers in the transcendent 
would be open to the events and 
the interpretations. Rationalists 
and sceptics would (and have) 
dismissed the story as ecclesiastical 
mumbo jumbo and superstition.  

The film makes a reasonable case 
for possession. It offers some plau-
sible enough scenarios and shows 
the rituals, the unpredictable nature 
of  demonic behaviour, the energy 
demanded of  the exorcist in pray-
ing and confronting evil. 

Even while the 
Warner Bros logo 
is still on screen, we 
hear a voice ask ‘Do 
you believe in sin?’.  
Then fol- lows 
something unusual 
for a com-

mercial 
film, a 

papal quo-
tation.  It is 

from John Paul II 
about St Michael cast-

ing Satan down to hell, 
something which must 

continue today. Catholics 
feel at home with the film  be-

cause  in the early sequences 
we see crucifixes, rosary 

beads, statues of  the Sacred Heart, 
Mary, St Therese and a recurring 
picture of  a Guardian Angel. 

The film is in two parts, each 
asking for a different response 
from the audience.  The first part 
focuses more on theory, arguments 
pro and con possession; the sec-
ond shows cases, which move the 
action into a more melodramatic 
phase.

The first part is more ‘reason-
able’.  A young man, Michael 
Kovaks (Colin O’Donogue), 
helping his father in his mortician’s 
business, receives a scholarship and 
goes to a seminary.  At the time of  
his diaconate, he has doubts about 
his personal faith and asks to leave.  
A girl who is hit by the Rector’s car 
asks Michael for absolution.  He 
prays over her, very movingly.  His 
superior then sends him to Rome 
for the course in Exorcism.

The scenes in the course, deliv-
ered by a Dominican, present the 
questions and queries an audience 
might have about possession and 
exorcism.  Psychological arguments 
whether psychotic behaviour could 
be confused with possession fol-
low.  

Michael is sent by Fr Xavier, 
the lecturer (Ciaran Hinds), to 
visit Fr Lukas, an old Welsh Jesuit 
who lives out of  Rome, a former 
doctor, who has performed many 

exorcisms. He invites Michael to 
observe and participate in exami-
nations of  the possessed (a preg-
nant 16 year old girl who had been 
raped by her father, a young boy 
who has mule prints on his back 
and torso, both of  whom know se-
crets about Michael).  Michael talks 
things over with a young woman 
(Alice Braga), a journalist who is 
doing the course, researching a 
feature article.

The second part of  the film  Fr 
Lukas himself  is taken over by 
a demon, giving Anthony Hop-
kins some heightened histrionic 
moments. This is the challenge 
for Michael who has just received 
news that his father has died and 
has experienced hallucinations. 
The possessed Fr.Lukas uses this 
knowledge to torment   both Mi-
chael and the journalist about their 
lives and their families.  (Choosing 
not to believe in the devil won’t 
protect you from him, says Fr 
Lukas.)

As might be expected, this is the 
test for Michael, to perform the 
ritual despite his doubts and to re-
cover the gift of  faith.  He is chal-
lenged to believe in the devil and 
then believe in God (symbolised by 
the crucifix on his rosary beads)   

Given the recent crises in the 
American Church concerning 
priesthood, The Rite is remark-
ably respectful of  priesthood and 
vocational choices.

The question, ‘Do you believe in 
sin?’ is repeated at the end of  the 
film.

But, there is a very pleasing line 
spoken by the healed Fr Lukas, 
who had already suggested an im-
age of  God’s presence to doubters, 
‘God’s fingernail’ touching them, 
to Michael after his exertions, 
‘Faith becomes you’.

Not everyone will want to watch 
a film about possession.  But, it is 
interesting to see a film from Hol-
lywood that respects the Catholic 
Church whether the film-makers 
actually believe in faith and the 
Church or not.

Peter Malone
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BOOKS TO INSpIRE

nEw bookS

SEE Yourself  
THROUGH GOD’S Eyes

Pages:200
Price: R. 110

MARIE PAuL CuRLEy FSP

COMP

BETWEEN SUNDAYS
Daily Gospel Reflections and Prayers
PAuL BOuDREAu

Pauline Publications, 2010, Price: R 330
For copies: editorial@paulineindia.org; 
022-26424081
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Here is a book that combines evocative stories, relevant scripture, spirit 
–touching meditations, and daily mantras for happy living. The book takes 
the reader to the inroads of  God’ unconditional love and care for the human 
person, that gives purpose and meaning to one’s life. Self  hate and self  rejec-
tion are the common evils that reduce God-given human capacity for good. 
The book presents 52 meditations on how to grow in self  esteem. it has three 
parts: 1. The God who loves me, 2. Shaping my identity in Christ 3.  God’s 
beloved in the world. The book can help to stay connected to God all through 
the day.

Focussing on the weekday passages of  the Liturgy Fr. Paul connects 
Scripture to the ordinary and extraordinary events of  our daily life. Each 
day has a dedicated prayer and a suggestion to live the Word of  the 
day. All the seasons of  the Liturgical cycle are catered to. Through his 
personal and engaging style he makes the reader feel at home. He lets us 
hear the Word from a new perspective. This is a book that has resulted 
from the daily experience of  sharing the Word with the faith community. 
Deep sharing of  the Word of  God in simple, life related terms.  

Wait for GOD’s CALL
Catholic Perspective on Euthanasia

Price: Rs. 120 
For copies: OIRSI Publications, Vadavathur
Kottayam – 1

SCARIA KANNIyAKONIL
An excellent and comprehensive theological treatise on Eutha-

nasia, a major life issue today. The book also deals with a Christian 
perspective of  suffering.  The book leads the reader to the richness 
of  Catholic contributions to bioethics. With careful research the 
author affirms that life is a gift of  God. He handles the ordinary 
and extra ordinary treatment and purposes of  Christian care ethics 
to the terminally ill.    The book is divided into eleven chapters. 
The first three chapters introduce euthanasia, its legal aspects and 
arguments that favour it. The chapters four to nine review moral 
theology and establishes euthanasia in relation to moral law. Chapter 
ten and eleven deals with aspects of  medical care and models of  
Christian care.
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“On the completion of  16 
years of  work among 

the poor in western Maharashtra, 
I was appointed in a seminary, in 
2008. I felt the need to update 
myself  with new ideas. The course, 
‘Empowering skills in Formation 
of  Missionaries’ at Ishvani offered 
me exactly what I was looking for. 
I realised that changing myself  can 
change others,” says Fr. Sebastian 
Daiy MSFS. Like him numerous 
priests and religious in the country 
have felt spiritual and intellectual 
stimulation at Ishvani Kendra, to 
be witnesses to the gospel.

Ishvani Kendra, which was 
established in Pune in 1979 by Fr. 
Engelbert Zeitler SVD, is a unique 
Institute, providing opportunities 
for mission studies and research. It  
is a beacon of  hope to the Indian 
church as it equips religious and 
priests to face the challenges of  
their mission.

“I felt rather lost when I was 
asked to join the North Indian 
mission, because that was my first 
encounter with a north Indian real-
ity. I joined the Missiology course 
at Ishvani and it really helped me,” 
says Fr. Thattil.

It provides an institutional 
framework to the effort of  the 
Church to collectively reflect upon 
and deepen its understanding of  
evangelization. It also strives to 
guide the evolution of  a mission-
ary approach ever more consonant 

Ishvàni Kendra  
with the evolving culture and de-
mands of  this complex continent. 

According to Joy Thomas SVD, 
the director of  Ishvani Kendra, 
“the basic thrust of  this Institute is 
to prepare leaders for mission, who 
will ‘lead like Jesus’. Such leaders 
do not rule from the top, but trans-
form people by being with them.”

Ishvani’s goal of  mission and 
missionary animation is carried 
out  through an array of  courses 
and seminars on topics relevant to 
catholic mission.  

Its Communications department 
functions as a production and 
training centre for religious and 
social communicators. Besides of-
fering occasional courses in the use 
of  media it also produces audio-
visual materials helpful for evan-
gelizers and educators, in various 
languages. 

Sr. Roshni Pinto who attended a 
missiology course and is now serv-
ing the Ethiopia mission, gratefully 
remembers the excellent library at 
Isvani Kedra. The Library is well 
stocked with 30,000 books on 
topics related to missiology and 
communications. 

“Ishvani Documentation and 
Mission Digest” is a scientific 
journal with more than a hundred 
abstracts of  articles published in 
national and international reviews, 
with full information of  the 
sources. 

 “What I enjoyed most at Ishvani 

was the research seminars on sig-
nificant missiological topics. These 
brought together people from the 
academy and practitioners of  inno-
vative missionary initiatives. It was 
a unique experience for us who 
were preparing for new missions,” 
says Sr. Jancy Xavier of  Patna. 

Leon Cruz Ratanam SDB

Insights for the missions

Mar 21-Apr 16 Art and Techniques 
                        of  Digital Film 
                        making.
Jun 13-July 2    Overseas Mission 
                        Orientation.
July 17-23        Re-entry Program
                        me for Overseas  
                        Returned 
                        Missionaries.
Aug 1-27         Renewals in Mission 
Sept  5-8          Partnership for 
                        Prophetic Mission. 
Oct 3-22          Leadership for  
                        Transforming Mis
                        sion.
Nov 7-Dec 3   Skills in Formation      
                        of  Missionaries
Dec 14-18       Human promotion  
                       and Integrity of  
                       Creation.

Courses – 2011
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Ishvàni Kendra  

SRC, CHRIST HALL,
MALAPARAMBA,  KOZHIKODE – 673009

(A Centre for healing run by the Jesuits of Kerala)

① SANGAMOM: A programme for renewal and integration  
March 20–April 20, 2011  Resource Persons: Mr.Prakash Chandy (Kochi),Sr.Mary James (Ahmedabad),                                 
                                                                             Frs. C.P. Varkey S.J., Joe Thayil SJ & Ephrem Thomas S.J.
The goal of the programme is SANGAMOM, CONFLUENCE of the inner energies that guide body
 mind and spirit.The focus will be on inner healing, paving the way to wholeness. The programme 
uses the insights of TA, Script Analysis, REBT, Inner Child Workshop and Group Therapy.  Light Yoga, 
Meditation and its processing will lead the participants to a deeper integration and wholeness.  
②SELF ESTEEM  
(1)March 20-23, 2011
(2) Sept. 8-11, 2011
(3) Oct. 16 – 19, 2011        Resource Person:  Fr. Ephrem Thomas S.J                               
Psychologists say that we are born as princes or princesses but our upbringing turns us into frogs. 
How to redraw our ugly self-image and raise our self-esteem for increased personal e�ectiveness.
③ INNER CHILD WORKSHOP
April 10 – 15, 2011             Resource Person: Sr. Mary James M.C.J (St. Xavier’s College Ahmadabad) 
Contact your inner child and set it free; learn to tap the energies locked up within and yet are easily
 available to you. The participants are led to discover the vulnerable child, the angry child, the nurturing 
parent and �nally theCreative Spiritual Child.
④FAMILY COUNSELLING / THERAPY 
May 24 – 28, 2011              Resource Person:   Fr. C.P. Prince,  M. Phil (NIMHANS)           
Family Counseling / Therapy is intended to equip one with e�ective skills and techniques in counseling
couples and families. The course is designed with the theoretical framework of structural and systemic
family therapy
⑤PERSONAL GROWTH WORKSHOP: Group therapy for personal integration
(1)June 3–12, 2011  
(2) Oct. 1– 10, 2011            Resource persons:  Frs. Ephrem Thomas S.J, C.P. Varkey S.J & Joe Thayil S.J     
The goal of this course is the integral growth of the person. Mature people are willing to look into their
thoughts, feelings and behaviours critically, challenge themselves and change what needs to be 
changed. Sharing and analysis of one’s personality is done in the group.
⑥ N L P – BASIC   
July 9 – 13, 2011                Resource Person: Fr. John Bosco S.J., Secundrabad (Master Practitioner, NLP)
NLP for healing and personal transformation; simultaneously, it improves your work e�ectiveness. 
NLP reveals the unused inner resources to you and enables you to reframe your beliefs.
⑦TRAINING IN COUNSELLING & SPIRITUAL DIRECTION       
Oct. 16 – Nov. 16, 2011     Resource Persons: Frs.C.P. Varkey, S.J., Joe Thayil S.J.
                                                                                      Ephrem Thomas S.J. & Wilson Mulackal S.J 
The course enables you to acquire self-awareness and skills in counseling, spiritual direction and 
discernment. The course will begin with group therapy for 4 to 5 days. Participants will themselves
be the clients for training in counselling and spiritual direction. Hence willingness to be open and to 
bring up one’s genuine problems in the group is a must for the success of this course. 
⑧ AMR–AWARENESS MEDITATIVE RELAXATION 
Nov.  20–25, 2011               Resource Person: Fr. Joe Kunnumpuram, S.J (Atmadarshan, Patna)
AMR is a powerful and unique tool for inner healing and well-being. AMR that integrates the healing 
wisdom of the east and the west, is presented by Fr. Joe Kunnumpuram S.J., the very originator of AMR.
Also: VOICE CULTURE, T.A, REBT, ASSERTIVENESS TRAINING, BETTER SPOKEN ENGLISH, SELF ESTEEM 
RETREAT, GROWING GRATEFULLY & GRACEFULLY, TIME MANAGEMENT, GOSPEL MEDITATION.
A variety of programmes in MALAYALAM too.

For details Contact: PROGRAMME DIRECTOR,
SRC, CHRIST HALL, MALAPARAMBA P.O, CALICUT - 673009
0495 – 2371 826 (SRC), 2371 103 (Christ Hall) 
Email: srcdir@gm ail.com  
Our website: www.srckerala.com
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